a

o ——

-y

';if( d(Lif//’

REACHING
OVER

375

'BANDERS
EVERY MONTH

A FRIENDLY REPORT ISSUED MONTHLY TO THE MEMBERS
OF THE EASTERN BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION

March, 194l “LET US BAND TOGETHER” Vol. 7 No. 3

“

=t T

President Pro Tem Dr. H. B. Wood, 3016 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg, Pa,
Secretary: Horace Groskin, 210 Glenn Rd., Ardmore, Pa.

Treasurer: Robert XK. Ungemah, 10 Jackson Ave,, White Plains, N Y.
Editor: Geoffrey Gill, 24 Overlook Dr., Huntington, Lo T, N*Y.

———————

BANDING NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE

All editors are considered. slightly "whacky" and true to form, "ye Ed" is
probably no exceptlon. .The first page is always prepared last, making it the last
page to be written. Here we are with only this. page left and a "million" interesting
items to squeeze into this issue. Possibly it would be best to start from Maine and
sweep rizht down to Florida, touching on some of the highlights of the many interest-
ing letters received and so produce a hodge-podge of comments, & good old fashioned
"banding stew" which may be mentally appetizing on a cold March day. Here we go,

Mrs, Effie Anthony, Bar Harbor, Mc. writes in February, "A Fox Sparrow is
still feeding around my station and has been here daily since the middle of Dececmber.
--- have nevor heard of one here hefore through the winter, seems a little small, but
very bright plumage and in good condition."

Skipping over to New York State, Mr. and Mrs. Lerch of Penn Yan, report a
Field Sparrow wintcring for the first time at their station. -~ As an aftcrmath of -
the wholesale pizeon poisoninz in New York City, a Duck Hawk dropped dead in Jerscy
City at the fcot of a traffic cop, with a half-caten pigeon in January. Yes, it wore
a band and had been banded as a juvenile on June 11, 1939 by W. R, Spofford at MNyack,
Ne Yo —= Jesse Vs Miller ¢f Mew Hyde Parl, L. I., N. Y. was the author of a fine
banding articlec in "The American Biologr Tcacher!. In this papcr, TBBA gots a boost
as docs the INLAND association. Harold C. Burdick ertln” the banding article for our
sister association,

Back to Mew Jerscy, Beoecher Bowdish of Demarcst, Y. J. is overwhclmed by
"repeats!", getting about 60 birds to each new bird banded. Attempting to band Even-
ing Grosbecaks and takc a kodachrome of a Cardinal in the snow on his own birthdoy
and birthdays of other famous men in February, he wasn't successful, ZEvening Gros-
berks were reported ot Bound Brook and Dick Fischer of Flushing heard about it.
Although still recovering from the effccts from a bad bump on his "noggin® suffcred
while skating, he wrestled his woy with o big brenckle trap through subways, trains
and busscs to Bound Brook, His first aort1c netted him 3 of these birds. Determined
to get more, he made nnother trip on the next week cnd and got 15 morce '

Ralph Wetzcl of Boiling Springs, Po., writes that he has caught %0 Cardinale
in a’'drop trap end 21 were males. Cordinals scem cxceedingly trapeshy and none re-
peated more than once, Fischer learncd the same thing while at Bound Brooh.’ Mr.
Wetzel also roports that overy time he gives a little talk on banding ot his school,
a few days later somec onc brings him a2 Screcch Owl to band. In the third such in-
stande, his fricnd drove 10 milcs out of his way, with gas rationing, so that the
bird would be bandcds Rev. Edward Stochr of Pittsburgh, Pa, also reports the capture
of o Sercech Owl with bare hands and in his first two weocks of operation, £0 birds

banded including 15 Cordinals and 3 Downy Woodpeckers. Further south, Amclia R,
Lasky of Nashville, Tenn. rcports the banding of 533 Whiteethroats from 1932 te 1942
with 17 individuals returning, 1 almost 6 years old, but no recoverizal




OLDEST AGE RECORDS OF BIRDS ~ Second List

"The more we study birds, the more we find thet there is still more to
know." "Ye Ed" doesn't know who first expressed this thought, but he is ready to
second the motion. The old age records that members have been sending in prove the
truth of this saying., The records we thought would be knocked down, stand up and
others that we thought were hard to beat have been beaten. Judszing the ages 1s still
a problem and we have about declded that we should figure an adult banded after the
breedin: season was hatched the previous June. Of course, it may have been May or
July or even early August, depending on the place or the species, but to make it
easier, we settle for June., Then we have decided to givc the months as well as the
years, as some records are very closc to each other.

Before we M"consult the records!" we want to thank the members for senliny
in the postals and hope that they will keep them coming. There is lots of room fer
more records and espccially among the warbler and uncommon sparrows for records of 3
and 4 years. But.to the reccords, —— Wc give the changes from the previous list in
the February issuc and then some new birds to battle over, Wherec. records arc closc
we enter both and might add that all Dovny Woodpockors reoortod before were males.
Has anyone got a rccord of an old lady Downy?

—mCHANGES I OLD AGE RECORDS——-

Placc of Panding Bander Date Return or Rocovery Agze
BL. C. CHICKADZE % fia : Al : : y o 0E
Branchport, M. Y. CuJeSpiker h/1%/35 10/3/k2 ‘same 8 yrs. L mos.
TREE SPARROV = ‘ i Lo
Grand Rapids,Miche MNrs.F.L.DuMond  2/7/36" 2/1afu & yrse. & mos.
Demarcst, N. J. B.S.Bowdish 2/15/33 1/26/41 f 8 yrs, [ mos.
SL. C. JUNCO '
Oliverea, M. Y. Mrs.F.X,Dalcy 10/21/26 7/28/35 " 9 ¥rs. 1'mo.
RED W, BLACKBIRD . ] e
Branchport, N. Y. Verdi Burtch 10/20/35 %/u/u3 Prattsburg 8 yrs. 11 mos.

“ oo gl L 6/30/2) . 6/20/33 seme .. 8 yrs.

e NEV] . ACE “RECORDSwwmm

SCREECH OWL ‘
Staten Island,N.Y. H.K.Decker 10/27/15 7/11/23 same ' 8 yrs. 1 mo.
DOUBLE CRESTED
COMORANT sy L | ST S gy
Antigonish,N.S. H.S.Poters 6/8/37 9/20/43 DibgyCo.¥.5. 6 yrs.3mos,
WHITE-THROAT SP. , : : SR gani-d . s A
Nashville, Tenn. ° Amclia R. Laskey 12/31/3k 2/3/u40 same 5 yrs. 8 mos.
SWAMP SPARROW, * '
Pequannock,N.Je Mrs.M,Dumont Lt/ 26/ 38 5/2/41 w 3 yrse 11 mos.
COWRIRD | : , : o
Grond Repids,Mich. Mrs.F.L.DuMond  4/26/38 4/ 20/ - 4 yrs. 10 mos.
MARYLAND Y. THROAT :
Oliversa, N.Y. ¥rs.F.K,Daley 5/15/29 5/7/32 " 3 yrs. 11 mos.
Huntington, L.I. Ge Gill 5/23/30 5/12/33 ‘Hoopers,Nd. 3yrs, 1imos.,
CHIPPING SPARROW , e 1 -0
Beltsville, Md. W.M.Davidson  4/25/35 5[10/&1 " same 6 yrs. 11 mos.
FIZLD SPARROV - o : P e,
Beltsville, Mde W.M.Davidson 9/12/38 L/23/43 n 4 yrs. 10 mos,
BL.C.NIGHT HERON - , ' = T
Speonk,L,I.,N.Y. Leroy Wileox © 5/28/28 1/--/38 - Conter 9 yrs. 8 mosi
TUFTED TITHOUSE Moriches,N.Ye - :

Ardmore, Pa. Horace Groskin 5/25/37 7/7/40 same 4 yrs, 1 mo.

{
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COMMENTS ON THE WESTﬁCEN”RAI VEW VORK B&JDILG‘

The tabulatlons'shown on the fo]lowlmD pages are featured this month for.:
seversl reasons. All stations are very active and are located within a few miles of
each other, as shown on the small map on the last page. Rou&hjv Lhew form:a line in'
the lake district of New York, running in a southwesterly’ or nortneasterlv direction,
parallel to the line’of migratory flizht along the Atlantic Const, as we krow its -
Burtch and Spiker are & little over 2,mlles from.each other and during 20 years of
banding, & Song or a Tree Sparrow, banded at ‘one station, occasionally appears at the
other, Spiker is a half mile from Lake Keukva, Sturdevant 5 mllpq, and -the. srestest
distance between all four stwtlons is only: pbout 20 miles. TLerch has canght no birds
banded by the others and only 2 of hisibirds have appeared at the other stotions, An
immature male Red=wing Blackbird banded by, Burteh:in '35, apneared at Sturdevant's
station in 'U42 and again-in '43, (See old age records, this idsue). Considering the
large total .of birds banded, the. "roscues” at other' stations are surprisingly small.
A partial explanation for thls will be oLlerqd ]ater.'

Due to war conditions, the vvara shown here rre not truly cbmpafdtive. All
banders have less time to devotc to ba ndiu .end this is reflected progressively in tho
end '43. lMr. end Mrs. Lerch, former Lﬁﬂbhhro, manage a ferm as does lir. Sturdevant.
It is not necessary to cxplain the shortaze of farm labor. Mr. Spiker has Given up
his farm and is working overy night in a war plant, sleeping days. Mr. B Burtch has a
store in Branchport and the problem of help is also acute. Their bandlnb has suffered
not from a lack of interest, which is very keen in all cases, but from a lack of sparc
times.

All stations,particularly thef} on Page 5, show a large numbcr of sw llows
banded. Many of thesc swallows werc bandod by flashlight. during visits to the- noarby
marshes, particularly in ', Two or three banders worked:. together during evenings
and banded larse mumbers. Note the variety of vwallows ‘banded in thot year. With
gasoline restrictions in the last 2 years, such ovtings have ceascd and swallow band-
ing fell off, depending for the most port on the banding. of Barn Swallow fledzlings,
with the excoption of Sturdevant, who has found a remarkable way of meking homes for
01iff Swollows (Sce EBBA WUS for March, "U3) and has banded ne rly oll qf this spccies
appenring in the tabulation. ’ e - :

All stations have bonded o large n1mbcr 01 sparrowsiwith Song and Trce
Sparrows preeiment. Song Spurrows undoubtedly brced thereabouts, but many must be .
birds of the ycor, cought in the fall while passing through, or’ spring mi gronts, The
catch seems to be far beyond vhat the aren around any one sbtot ion could svaort as o.
breeding population, With Troe Spﬂrrovs it would appenr that this areca is a favorlte
wintering ground. All stations roport a gogdly number of returns cach wlnter, ev1denc
that the wintering ground for individunl birds is even restricted id the genorﬂl ﬁronm
The fact. that Sturdevant vands the bulk of. the Oh;pplng Sparrows is rémarkable ond he
cxplains it as duc to the fact that he is further frem the lake thon the others. 3
Ficld Sparrows apparently toke the place of .the "Chippies" at Lerch and Swlkor S .
station with n sprinkling of other reclated %ummor gparrows. With Un1tu~unvo t ~id -
White—crovnci ép wrows there sooms to vé a alludt toendency .for change ia the rolative.
stntus of cach ‘spocics. ' In 'Yl Whitc-crowns scem morc abund~nt, yet ‘in 'U3 the Whit o~
throats appear to be slowly taking Ilfst plwcc.: , . ; e

With thc bandiag of Starlings, . it is h“ru to write anytq1nv from* the totﬁls
reported., The ba nding of this spccies depends $o.a great extent on the kind of .
winter. An open winter will "sec few of the roscals trapped while fresuent snow i1l
fill the traps. From the records it would seom that they arc incrensing slightly, but
it is good to notc that theoy hagven't driven all the Flickers and woodpeckers away,
although these species seem on the declince, Bluebirds, not shown in the tabulation
arc so few, appearing on Sturdevant's and Lerch's lists only and in declining numbers,
that it would appesr they have been driven elsewherc.



COMMENTS OV THE WDST~CmNTRAL NEW YOqK BANDING, . (continued)

(Editor's Note: It is unfortunate that the limitations of the

mimeograph would not allow -all figures to appear o n one page. -, . BURICH
in parallel columns. This is impossible without crowding and . ‘41 = the th3
confusion. The banding of Verdl Burtchy who has been banding . - 0 0 0
for more than 20 years in Branchport, N. Y. appears for the 0 0 )
‘3 years to the right of this text. ' Species are not repeated i 5 1L 0]
again but are set down in the same order as on the following 30 S e
page. In no case is the complete banding of any station set o) s O
forths All banders have banded more birds than shown, as we 0 0 .50
llst here only a selection of species common to all stationss) 0 0 0 -
T T T T S el 0 0 0
Thero geems to be & constant ratié between White— 10 -0, Tl D
besaated. Muthatches and Chickadees céuight, of 1 to 36r 1 to 4 O 0 0
at all stations.which 4s dnteresting and ‘4l apparently wis a 0 3 0
véry good year for both these speciess '42 secms to have = Lg 18 7
been a good year for Baltimore Orioles while 'U43 was not. 14 9 I
This is born out by reports from-othor banders as well as 0 0 o)
the data shown here. It is interosting to note the number 6 6 b
of Goldfinch taken at the Burtch station in compa;ison with e i g
other stations. Spilter; .bnly 2 miles away, ceuvght only 3 in 30, 1L, 10
3 years while Burtch got 150, g (])_ '8 :
, . There arc so many intoresting points about thece 0 0 SR
banding figures that it would be easy to use twice the 5 0 0
amount of space we can spare to comment about them. However, 12 g 2
it is EBBEA'S purpose, aside from the genoral interest con- 0 Yoy w40
tained in tho tobulation to point out o wosknoss common at 30 MGE am St
ALL bonding stotions. Theee bandors sre all excellont, 109 W1 2
vorkers: and -the spirit of friendly cooperation could not be 0 0 0
botter.  Thoy visit each other ond band togother, particularly U5 )
in the marshos beforé the war made such trips impossibles 0 0 0
(Burtch goes to Oneida Lake to band Torns and gets a lot of 1 0 Q"
Rusty Blackbirds in the nearby marshoss) * Yet with all this . O . 56 0
banding, thelr closc proximity to each othor, they oc= 128 5 L
eosionally show puzzlemont over the lack of recoveriog or . {f= O - 1
"roscuocs! between stotions. The answir, as EBBA sces it, . = 2 "8 Sl
is that they arc all wprking independontly and happily vrithe L. o ol it
out any plans Just as "Ye Ed" blissfully bands blrds with= . 30 2 i 29
out any thouzht of tryxn to got vhot tho neproest bander is v Al O il
catching, thesc mombers bond birds. Spccics that they have .. 1y ORI | L2
banded.in quantity are’néarly all migrnvtg passing through,‘I 129 e T

except Tree Spoarrows, and miy néver stop fnear them agnin,
Sturdevant . probably has the'key to & successfuil project rith hig Cliff Suqllows. LIP
some of  his housch, oapocinlly sinco - all honders are tied to their homo grounds,”

could be placos at ‘each ststlon, tho  overflov from Sturdevant's originsl colony might
appeayr ot the'othor stations-and malke intoresting history. Probably the nearcst :
bander who has worked extensively with swallows is Prof. Dayton Stoner of Albany, who
has worked with Bonlk Swollows, sporsely rcpresentod on those lists, It is doubtful ¥y
wvhether they would apperr ot Koukua Loko, so far from thoir home arca. By nll moans
band every bird ve c-n, but "Lot Us E“ﬂd Towothcr” the birds our noig ghboring bandep

is banding,s : » P . ol
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A COMPARISON OF 3 BANWDIING STATIONS IN WEST-CEI'TRAL NEW YORK
FOR THREE YEARS

LERCH SPIKER STURDEVANT CRUTR
41 the 143 1 the 143 ke L3 TOTAL
. Chimney Swift 3.0 0 3 0 0 0 5 11
Flicker M 3 1 13 3 0 1 0 0] 21
Hairy 700dpecker e 2. O 3 1 2 0 5 2 15
Dovmy el R SR AL 5l
Phoebe e EA 8 7 0 1 20 12 53
Praire Horned Lark 2h L 0 2 1 0 1 0 7
Bank Swallow + 6 it 0 10 3 0 2 0 o
Rough=W, " w O 0 2 1 0 6 0 10
Barn " 212 g4 64 2gh 106 20 387 361 1524
Cl1iff t 1k 6 0 ¥ 9 6 0 229 302 566
Blue Jay 2 2 3 1 1 1 5 2 15
Black C., Chickadee 29 10 Yo pg  1hws 1o W g 162
: Mhite B, Muthatch &b L E 6 5 3 6 3 38
Red B, U “1 0 1 0 0 0 0 6
House Vren g9 24 14 3 7 0 14 0 71
. Catbird 30 20 37 12 b 2 0 0 105
Robin 16 15 62 3 0 1 36 19 152
' Starling 79 298 272 1 5 6 7' 15 683
" Myrtle Warbler 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 6 9
¥, Yellow Throat 5 3 9 5 %20 3 1 0 Ll
Red W, Blackbird 5 7 30 1 0 1 g 1 53
Baltimore Oriole 7 oL i 9 1 0 TSR 8
Cowbird 5 1{ 7 0 7 L3 19 97
Goldfinch 9 T 3 0 0 L 0 33
Towhee 0 eddaa 12 6 2t Bxh, 0 31
Savannah Sparrow 3 3 0 2 7 6 1 0 22
Grasshopper 0 0 1 6 5 1§ 0 1 28
Vesper n g e e 25 26 L 21 6 gl
Slate Colored Junco 20 85 Lo 39 gh  1h 51 33 368
Tree Sparrow 162 139 121 121 106- 117 32 113 911
Chipoing ! 13 10 1 5 1l 0 132 60 232
Field " 20 23 52 23 L7 10 g 13 196
White Crown Sparrow 64 Lo 127 65 5L. Uu3 ho b 153
White-throat M b2 73 153 17 4 12 31 6 380
Lincoln's " 2 7 3 1 18 0 2 0 25
Swamp ! 35 2 3 2 7 0 6 0 56
Song L 303 369 4u3 87 251 113 239 58 1863

This tablilation does not include all birds banded during the 3 years at all
stations, but most of them that are comparable. The Grant Total for the above
period at the 3 stations is &,733. Mr. Sturdevant orly began on November 9, 19&1
and his '42 column includes the birds caupht in the last 2 months of '“1. He has

a total of 2,6%8 for the 2 years and 2 mdnths, which puts

3 N . - « G J’ N
h1m well in the class with the older stztions. C anad ac ; (ﬂ N
-~ ) - (T {t ] 7
R )
Lake /.',,y VAT (\Xg
L - Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Lerch, Penn Yan, W, Y. { o L? ' j W
(o ks i wvyec!\
§ - Charles J. Spiker, Branchport, M. Y. A - ngg e LAKE
‘ / e B j
ST - Carleton A. Sturdevant, Prattsburg, N. Y. o Ll /'? \x\_J
STEUREN | REU Kyn
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