
" ., 
' 

. l EBBA .NE :·WS 
, .. 

A FRIENDLY REPORT ISSUED MONTHLY TO THE MEMBERS 
OF THE EAST~RN BiRD BANDING , ASSOCIATION . 
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Dear Banders: 

. . 
"LET US BAND TOGETHER" 

President Pro Tern: Dr. H. B. Wood, 3016 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg, Pa. 
Secretary: Horace Groskin, 210 Glenn Rd., Ardmore, Pa. 
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DID YOU HAVE THESE BANDS? 

., 

.. ,-/ l I J ,_J, e..../.. 
REACHING 

OVER 

375 
BANDERS 

EVERY , MOr,iTH 

Vol. 7, Ho. 2 

,·r Although longharii copy hap been prepared for the "next issue of 1Bird J3Emd-

I, 
I 

ing Notes 1 , I . am not a.'ble ~t this time to say just when it will: be issued·. Ac
cordingly, it occi.J.rs to me that 1"BBA NEVIS might be able to help locate a co.nsiclerable 
number of band.s that for some re8,son do not show up in our issue incl.ex. Since re
turn recorcls have been received, we are naturally very Rnxious to locate' the station 
operators to whom they were issued. The lost bands are as ·fotlov1s: 

·:· 

1.00 bands size 2 -39-247-001 to 39-247100 
200 II fT .3 ' l,l()-321701 to 40-321900 

lO,c500 II 1!. . 6 '·. }3-677001 ·to B-687000 · 
': 

•· 

It wil'l be. very· much aippreciD..'Ged if any bander find.ing thnt he b.as or had 
any of the numbers in the above gro·ups, l:l,.otify this. Of! ice so that our records can 
be corrected. 

J Rnuary 26 1 194l.f 

., 

~~, ' ' 
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f~ C, Lincoln, In Charge. 
Migratory ]ird. Investigat:l:ons 

. : ~ivision of Wildlif6 Rb~ear6h 
Dept. Qf the Interi6t 

. YL~shint;t.on, D, C. · · · · 

' . , r 
I 

SOME HJTER?STING RECOVERIES 
' . . . 

.. •'. •. 

A Song Sparrow· banded by' Howe.l.·cl ' Mahn.kq_n .a_t J3rool<].yl].~: Ih ~ Y,, on Hover\,1bor 4, 
1942 was founcl at Ga:rcons, Bo'nD,vontu-re -'COunty~ Q.uoboc on Ap:r il 22; 1943. A letter 
written in ]'ranch to tho youn.~ le.dy who fom1d this bird browsht no reply. 

,. 

'. An adult F. VT4ite-throated Sp<Trow 
Ontario -on Oct. 14, 1930 •i18.s .caught by.P •. :t-r. 

bqaded ,'by Dr • . Rb:lph E. DeLur;y· · at. Ottawa, 
Hodc;es 2:t .Morri·s, Ala1J8JIJi.1. 1 oi-i Jan. 5th, · 

1931~ . . ... - .. \ ._, 

1\.n adult St,).rlin:';, bnridod by tho nbovo bander at the same place on. ~une 
5, 1937 wns found Doc. 11,. 1939 <:'.t Obion, . Tenn. :r ~ · 

. . . . 
... A va luable ud.dfti~nto tho As oc~<;ttioa•s ·Scrhp Book this mol~th,.wht;;ri our 

member Reymond · T~ Fu11c,r , · sc·nt ~s. a COJ?Y · Of an iJ.lust ~rn.t ing·.·band ing, ai·tic'le i en.:.·. . . 
titled IIPl~d.ng Tag Wii.tl\ O:qr :B.irds" ]>'):l.l,li!ShQd · i n 11 TJ,'I'l.Vt'l1 11 : mabazi tw _some tirtw E).~ , ; 
All .mombor who writ o or. run n.cro ss · o.tl~ ~rti cle pprt n.iningto ··our hoo·0y 8\re· rc q~ostq<} 
to ~?oohd n. copy t o "Y0 Ed " so it cn.n bC!l p l a c ed o n fil f:'l . ·· \. 



BANDING' NOTES FROM THE SOUTH 

Chandler S. Robbins of Bowie, Md. reports on January 15th that the White
throat is not at all encouraging at ] resent. ITOnly l or 2 more returns since I last 
reported. n- (EBBA News, Dec. 1 43) (maki ng a total of ll in all.) 110ur Christmas census 
produced only ll birds of this sped e s compared to 84 two years ago. No census was 
taken in t.l.~2. : Banding is at a lo\~ ebb, but Juncos will pass 400 within a ie'w ·days '.:: 
Tree Sparrows have not hit 30 yet! ~·Had our 25th Junco return today. 11 

Raymond J. · Floetvwod of Rou.nd Oak, G. writes that after the Screech Owl 
episode, (reported in the above issue) Vlhit&-throats became exceedingly shy and he 
moved his traps nearer his homo and. bog~ taking Juncos. However on January 16th he 
moved his traps back to the original site again and got 4 White-throats right away. 
Two of those wore returns, one banded March Bth and tho other on March ll th at tho 
very sar~e spot, last yoa.r. On January 20th he got another return also bE:\n:dod. Barch' 
11th , 1 43 and on tho next day ca~ht a fourth return banclod March l2t~. He bancLod 
52 'White-throats last year and now has a return percentage of almost 3 percent. 
( Tho~o returns arc · evidence of a:· group wintering together for 2 seasons in are
s t):-ic t6d area.) 

··Mr. Flootwocid states the.'t among tho . Juncos hO' has· cau_:;~ht, :thbro ;1roro 11 re
turns. Throe of the-so wore banded l~ yoars ago and 2· of them have r0tu~tned ee.ch 
winter since bancling. "Haven't taken any 1 Chippios 1 11 , It is not the season for them. 
They como Dlong in ?obruary and McTch. I 'hope to .make 20 more nest irlf'; boxe s for 
Bluebirds soon, then I 111 have 100 u,p for 'the n'ost,ing sqpson, · Hope to break all re-
cords with Bluebird banding this yo11T hor·oabouts 11 • EB1lA has . sc'nt him a gadget to fit 
inside the boxes which it ~s hoped will assist in trapping tho adu1 ts. 

REV. STOEHR REl-STARTS 

Man~' members r>ill r.omom:bor Rev. Edwnrd Stoehr who d1d .such \'londorful band
ing work at Capuchin' OoJ)..cgo, Washington·, D:.. C. about 2 years ago. In tho last yoe.r 
or so, EBBA lost track o''f him as he moved., aroun~nd it would appear from his letter 
thc,t tho News was never forwn.rdod. This letter, just received outlines his plans and 
prospects, and is welcome news indood~ It f6ll01.'/S: 

11Man.y a bird has gone· by' me w:i.th6ut having a band plncod on its log sihco 
l£1.st you hertrd from this follower of birds. My now address mor:tns tho,t once more I'm 
taking up my old hobby of banding aftol;". o.:.lapse .of .non.rly 2 ycnrs. 

11Vlhile stcctionod at Cumbcrlrw."ld, Md,, for tho pnst 2 ~.roc..rs my opportunities 
for bn...Ylding wore smfl.ll. Only .hn.ndlod a totcl of 300. Ln.st July I rm.s trn.nsfcrrcd 
here· to ·woptern :P~n:1s. . ·, just ' .on 'the cdg.c of Pittsburgh • . .A. dn.ndy V,ln.co for bird band-
ing, n.nd so hor9. ·1 ·go ~ - t · · ~ 

-·' 

"Tho lmms, shrubl:/ory, tho fi old. s. woods rwd faeilit~os nrc idoo.l for bnnd.
ing work. Thoro is h "50 1:\.Cro' or. more f nrtn iit tnchod t.o tho ' 'boy~' homo '.;JC conduct hero. 
Ho.ve phcn.sants ghl6re 1'\nd.' never sn.w so rnsa.1y· Card:i.nn.ls. Ho..vc begun n sut.:..st~.tion ht 
the seminary to the north in Butler Co. so will soon h::-.ve some interesting reports' to 
make. 

. ' 
"When Fr. F~·:bi.?n n.nd I loft VTn.shi l'l(~t(m , D. C. ou.r · 1), t ltory of S(!)mo 20 to }0 

tr8ps wore present od to the t?;OV()~nmont: o.nd nro be i ng usod daqy. nt thei r model ~ te,~.tion 
located o,t Bonio, Md. so I run ognin confront ed. wf'bh tho t n.sk or build:l.'!'l.g a ~'./'lio l o sot 
of t~ ·1.ps . Yesterday, m~r s_, i rf.t wns €:;lvc11 t\ lif')i Yh ,n r~ .. ' follt)w•p,r i cst p r osontod .. mo 
with a.· 'l"rho lc roll of ~ in. hnrd\7:1l;'C c~oth ; S~~\ , hv.l;ldrpQ.'o .. p f k~V··~t_of~ct. , !" .. nd. br ';'nd now l 
I alro::t.dy hn.vc 2 or 3 onthus iri.sUe helpers among th • ~ys , 'Tlil .S ·\'lll,l b~ n~y f~fth 
str-crt. but my hopes :.u·e hi~h." · · ·. · · ·· 

' 



.. 
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. OLDEST AGE _RECORDS OF BIRDS . 

_ . . Hm--mm; .-"Fools rush in, where angels fear to treacl. 11 It a~c>·oears an though 
"Ye Ed 11 has 11 stuck his chin: out again. 11 Posk .. ls are arriving alright, · containing 
:some very interesting records, but ,just how should they be ,juci{~ed? The only ftJ.ir 
manner thet can 'oe t,hough t of at prenent ip. to figure tha.t a. bird banded after the 
nesting' season was a bird hatched in tha t ~eason. This' is hot very bati~f~dtoiy for 
in_ a species where the young sters suon don full arlvJ t plum.s.ge, the 'bird oa.~ded. ·\·nay 
be a 'bird of the year or one or tvio years old~ Frankly, 11 Ye Edrt is cl11;.he;it1_i; bJs 
opinion of the aGe o~·. t.he .. common. r::;arcle~ birds upward. Just look at these_ r~c·o:!-ds 
of Dovm;y '\'ioocl:1)eckers: . .. 

PL~.ce of Bancling 

Ottawa., Canada 
MolroHe P<'.:.rk, Pa. 
Boonton, N. J. 
Huntington, 1. I. 

. ' ' ... ~ . 
Bcmder 

Dr. R. E. DcLury 
Dr. __ VTm., Popjjer 
~r • Doriald C2.rter 
Goqffrey Gnl 

Date 

12/12/31 
ll/30/35 
12/15/35 

2/15/36 

Date & Place · 
of' Returon 

Same· 
Samo 
Sarno· 

~ Samci 

7tr -
7 . 
'7 . 

; 7~ 
I 

q.~rs 

II 
II 

. rr 

All tho~H.:o: 'bird~_ were bandert n.,s adults 1:1.ncl the J:;tter t· ~ I·e.c ·~rcr.¢ nc.io's. · t1on.'·' 
some rnc!nocr s'c l;cl 'in an 8 or 9 year olcl Downy 8,nd end this pr·oolcm ea:siJ:y a'ri.Cl de ... 
fini toly • 

It wns. thot,_ 1~;h~ that this if;r:;uc cmJlcl contain ~· parti.al list, pG~rt;i.c·ulai'ly 
of tho smcQJ. common 'birds that vYoulcl st<'.nd up f or some tim\3~ · 'Howov ~.. r·, · ust hs soon 
a.s one list is rn::Mlc up, other .rostals arrive r.aki nl']; c)1s..n",;o r;. Th e list wi ll h rwo to 
appc."~r slowly and. v ery ci:mtiow ly. G-ulls, soG. a .nd. al1ore 1Jir•1s , h awlcs s.nd. owh>, 
ducks etc. wi ll ;;t\ll:'.i t more r ecc rd.$ OXCC}Jt in i n s t a nc e ;:; Vh i ch EJJP"JC t;l.t outs t anl:li ng. 

BolO',": t~l'C . n fow records for the mcml:icr~ to•Jo1:ocl<: down, hut it is cloubtod 
whc~hcr it Hill be easy. 

Place of B::uiCl.inr; 

BLUE JAY 
Madi,so:n,, WifJo 
RED SH 1 I.,D HAVIK*>il 
Dom.:-crost, N. J. 
OSPR~Y** . 
Capo May Court Honno, 
PUR;PLE GBAq(LE 
Hupt irVsC.o n, lT, Y • 
CAT:SIP.D 
Huntington,.· ~r. Y •. 
BL. C. CHICKADEE 
Br.:mchport, H. Y~ 
SOFG SPARROW 
Cohasuot, Mass. 
TREE SP AllB.OYT 
Domarctlt, N. J. 
E. SYQ'\'l BUNTING 
~.ld.Hllan, ·Mich. 
s1. c. ,nmco 
Washington, D. 0. 
RED Vl. :SLACICRIRD 
N. Eas thnm, Mass~· 

* * :BANDED AS YOUlfG 

Drtto & Place of 
Bo.nclcr Dato Return or Rocovory 

' ,. 

Jr.H.Bunting 5/ll!/:30 2/16/43 - same · 
I J 

:a.s. :Bowd:ish· 5/lS/30 L:.j ~-/l~2 W·\I d1i1ich, 1\~. J. 

7/27/33 · G/--/42 N ~ Harlom), :,; • C. 

G. can 5/27/35 6/i5/4j ... 8 :1ffi() . 

'G-. Gill .5/31/.33 5/li/.~1 - st:1r:10 

C.J,~ S~oikor 
I 

.. lt/15/ 35 3/'1/1.~2 se.J{lO . -
K. C. Hard_i nc; 4/2i/36 ~/5/ljJ ...,. oomc 

B.S.Eow(l:ish. 
I I 

2/l=i/ 33 .1/ 26/ta snmo 

0 i,,l ·""rvu--n" 
• : ," ~ ~~ ~ .D, • u I ~ 2/ '22/34 I 3/l+/41 : - S:"Ui10 . . 

Rcv.E.Stochr r.i/11/ 36. 1/9/1~2 .... srunc 

I 

IJR. 0.1 .A1~sti 11- )f2.6IY5 3/25/42 ·,... so.mc 
' ·' ... ... _,j' I' 

Co!·lti:nuod on Hext Po.go 

A0,e 

13 . yrs. 
...• 

1::>. II 

9 rr 

9 rr 

q rr 
/ 

g II 

8 rr 

l<l 
~?: 

rr 

:g ·; rr . 

. ' 
6:}' rr 

7 . . II 



OLDEST AGE.RECORDS OF :BIRDS (_continuo~) 
Date & Place of 

Place of B;md.ing "Bander Date Reture or Recovery .. Age 

ROBIN 
f 

Melrose Park, Pa. Dr. Um.t Pepper 9/30/34 5/26/42 - s;:me ·' 7 yrs. 
BAl>JIC SVfALI,OW 
Fish Creek, N~ Y. D!lyton Stdner 5/27/36. 5/25/42 - same ~ yrs. 
TREE SWALLOVl 
Pri:ncet.o n, Mass, L. B· .'Chapman 6/3/35 5/ 24/1~2 - SRlllC 8 fl 

BREVIST~ VlARBJ ... ER 
Wyanokee, H, J. T.D.Carter 6/10/22 6/13/27 - same 6 " HOODED WARBLER 
Vlyanokee, N. J. T.D,Carter 7/4/23 5/30/27 - same 5 " BLUE W. WARBTJER .. 
Demarest, H. J. B.S. Bowdish 5/30/40 5/B/43 ..... same 4 " YEJjLOYl P ALH F.A .... 'UliJER 
Co i'al GableG, Fla. ·Iv!RS. H. H. Bailey 3/21/40 l2/7/l't2 - same 3 fl 

MYRTLE WA?J3LEE 
:Hunt in(!; ton, N,; Y. G. ·. -Gill 10/23/33 2/l/40 - Dunbar,s.c. , 6~- " 

This list will be continued and will probably be revised as more data 
arrives. It v10uld appear that if a b:i.rd lives -to be one year old, its chances of 
surviving beyond the oft-mentioned 2:} to 3 year average lift~~sp::m are better than 
fair. • ,_. 

'MORE ON BILL COLORING OF JUNCOS 

Albert E. Clnttenburg, Jr, of Chevy Chase, Md. sent EBBA a splendid report 
of his ·banding in ·1"943; during which t·imc he- banded- 529- ·new bi:td5· of· 30 -·'speci~s', and 
considering that he moved his station 2 rnilos in Sept. 1 42 this is a fine rGcord, 
He writes: 11The effect "of 'this mO-ve was to prevent me from obtaining 1943 returns of 
many :Catbirds, Thrashers, F.obins · a.ncl Thrushes.-" 

Mr. Clattonb-Ln•g cont~nu.c::l, 11 1'ho recent sug.sestion regarding color of ·bills 
in EBBA J.ITUS finds me without notes. Uy memory of 11 returns and 1 recover~' ~his 
fall, runs to cho effect that tho avoragG of their bills was whiter (ol<pinkor?) on 
top than tho ·average of other--Juncos trapped. I Ct:Ull10 t roniombor thrc.t .any.· had darker 
tops to their 'bills, but of course some mo,y have hCJ.d,; Before reading tho not'e in _ 
qutistion, I had.boe:'.l. toying ',~ith tho idea of asBociating tho v.rhite ... nCss of bills with 
tho oldest males, so I must now confor>s confusion. I still am inclined. to associate 
brorm.or bills with brownol· r>lumo.gos, which is n. fc:tr less definite plcinc of. thought. 
Vlhy n.ro tho books so vehemently silent on tho colors of . bonks, eyos a:1Cl lo{;s, (in
cluding toenails) of BirdB? 11 In answer to this last c;_uestion, we caii poil;lt to Page 
2 ~f EBBA NUS for Aug1.1st, 1943. Tho book montionod thc:ruin is tho bast .we hlivo run 
actoGs, thoug~1. it still J:-nck:s \mn,ny tlotail~;. liiost bircl books .··werc writton.to sell to 
lf]ird VTn.tchero" <\nd. ::1.s yet their arc not onou.r~h bird bo.ndors to cro:1.to a' 'dcriw.nd for 
a book of more complete dosc;iptions of ~rt)ecies ."'.t differcht · n.gos. 

To c;ct bn.ck to 1··1r, ··cnattcnbur[;s report fOr 1 43, it is noticwablo ~h."i.t 
Juncos head his list with 108, followed by Song Spnrrow 79; VlhHo-throo,ts 53; C.,_t-. 
birds 49: On.rdin"'l 47; Blue "Jo,y 42 n.nd Robins 31 .:1-s woll n.s numoroun other ~irds •. 
He reports 16 recoveries most of thorn nearby in tho District of OolumbiD. or · Hn.cylo.nd, 
Of ·p~rticul."i.r interest is the report of n. Robin bi~ndcd on.July 24, ! 41 rocovcrod,. · 
Do?• 26, '42 nt Bu.rgo.w, N, C. Ho comments, 11A thircl of nll :recovorios since I ro
commoncod banding in I 40--hrwu been mn.clc in A:pril, with .16 percent in H;-',~'-·, FoliMO. 
of summer o.nd lo.'wo~. of o..ut1..unn mv.st iJillX'.ir discovery of the l)odieo of smn.ll birds 
::tt other times." ·· 

.. 

' 
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nyE EDit REGRETS 

When reading over a recent is~>ue of the quarterly news-letter of the 
Western Bird Banding Association, we note that the editor, commenting on a previous 
error~ states that 11 the Editor nods". Comparing thc't slight error with your own 
editor's ou;r,put in January, 11Ye Ed" must h<we fallen completely aslee1) . 11Ye Ed" is 
sorry thi:i!,t !>O many slips occured in the past isr:ue and can only bla111e a combination 
of th8 holiday:3 rend the 11 flu 11 • An occasiona,l 11 these 11 for 11 this 11 may be overlooked., 
but the item headed 11.A, Rose By Any Other -Name", r:;oes into a gramma.tical t.::.iJ...·spin 
8.nd ends up in a nm".\ low. -- Sorry. 

: \ ~: ·, \' -,~·' 
The ma.tter which j:iarticularly ce.uses us to blush was C0.used by the mimeo-

graph people not folloFing copy. This error appee.rs in Dr. Wood's plea for E..are 
cooperation. Toward the .close of the third paragraph, cop;,.r roP..d as follows: 11 The 
membership lists of the four banding ass.ocb.tions, the NEBBA, EBB!, IBBA and \'l:BBA 
are romarl;:ablir close in enrollment; to nit, ll~O, 175, 189 and 153 momborr; rospectivol , 
according· to tho latest r,eports. 11 L1 m m!Oio g raphing this sentence 11 !-f.SBBA 11 was omitted. 
If we ··can get mixod: up. wi:tnl' \Dn~y four alphabetical names, we wonrlor how norkors in 
Washington get alon;:: with. all . their a1phe,botice..l agencies • 

. • i: 

· J.IJEVlS FOR THE :BA1JDERS 
·' I 

Don Stillmal1'ip his Rod & Gun column in theN. Y. Horalcl Tribune, recently 
report~ tha.t a· juv, B~uc~rdng t.t'oal banded A1J.g~ g t '43:' at Big O.rass lilarsb. in S01..1.thorn 
Manitoba was sl1ot ncar Montrcol on Sept. 11th, Vlhilo tho bulk of the :Bluo-·.-dngs ' wore 
flyt'ng south this Y01..1.11~~ster ·flow l, 500 r:lil~s almost d1..1.0 oaet.. A Ma1lal·cl bandocl at 
the Lake Andros Re fuge, Sou.th lbkot;,. on JD.n. 16, '36 was shot Oct. 1, '43 o.t Wtttdrhcn 
Lake, ncar Kinistino in nostern Canacla. Du:dnr~ 19~3, Ducks Up.limitod, Cana.d.a, 'bi:mdod 
9,667 ducks. 

Hor:1.1.rd !.'iahnkcn, for tho last sovor2~l rrooks hrtl'l boon trying to c::'.tch a pair 
of Cardb::Us which arc visiting his station in Brooklyn, N. Y~ On Jctn. 16th he suc
ceeded in bandin{s tho fcmn.J,c: anrl \10l,J.Ll h<?-vo gotten tho male too, if noic;hborhood 
disturbances ho.dn 1 t frightened him off. Those bird.s, while no longer r~wo ."\round 
the :N. Y. Oi ty rc :;ion, arc only occn.sionl.'~ visitors on western Long Islr".nd, usu::~lly 
in tho fcll or winter. It will be intoros.ting to lcrcrn if it is the sruno bird which 
appof'.rs at this spot in subsoquont yc.".rs. Hero's hoping thn.t H::' .. hnko!l gets the mille 
n.lso. (In 10 yrs., 1929 to 1939, Hrs. Ho.rio V. :Beds n.t her far,1ous sk1.tion in 
Flushing, 1. I., o.bout 10 miles north o..~1d. s:U~;htl~r o:'A:,t of Hnl1nkon! s st"'.tion, bo.nded 
thousn.nds of birds but doos not report .:1 C: -.rd.inr-cl ~.oon(.~ thcr:1, On t :1c other hr .. nd, 
this species docs '"P~O<'.r on the ma.inL\nd to tho north in Vlestchest·)r Co'L'.nty llU.itc 
frequently.) 

The roco!lt wo..vo of "flu" cort::dtly didn't respect br•.ndors, for man;;r of our 
members report o.tto.cks upsetting their bandL:.c;. Ono of thoco y;as Boocl1or S. Bowd.ish 
of Domnrost, N.J., tilio with Mrs, Bo~dish, his chief banding nszistn.nt, suffered a 
very sovoro attack. However, as is to be oxpoctCti of n. bnnclor of his roputn.ti on, 
he bounced ri@'lt bnck into tho work on tho 15th of this month n.rld got S Juncos and 

1 a 'rroo S~r1.rrow. On tho lbth, 2 Juncos ;:mother Troo and 5 l:'!yrtlos, the::1 tho rains 
crune. Purple Finches followed tho rain and on J ."Jl. ,::2nd 11Bocch 11 sot f', tro.p battery 
into action, bo.nded 29, ~ \'ihitc-thront ,'J.nd 2 Juncos. On tho 23rd it relined in tho 
o.~ m. but he w~'.S n.t it agn.in in the afternoon c.tnd b0.nded l.J. noro Purple Finches, ~d 
one each, Titmouse, Junco o.no. Hyrtlo. Ho j,s now· lookinG for 3 Evening Grosbooks re-

u ported in his vicini t;yr and \'7i th r1a;y sort of luck 1 
11Yo Ed" \'!ill wngor ho gets them. 

VIe hope th[\t in his enthusiasm ho Y.'i11 "Button up his ovcrcoc-~t, ...- :'.nd nntch this 
won thor. T;~.ko {~ood crcrc of himself, .... Romer:tbor, i1e 'belongs to EBB.tl.. 
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