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: WHO HAS THE OLDEST AGE RECORDS?
EBBA UEVS has veen so successful with what we call Mpostecerd co-oper-
ation™ in the past several months, that we are going to seek another deluge of
postals. This time we ask all members to consult their records and send in on a
penny_postal,-their oldest-age records of any birds they have banded. Such a record
should cortain the date of banding, the bird!'s age 1f known, suych as fledgling, in-
mature or aduvlt and the date and place of. the latest record. Some of these will be
recoveries and some will be returrs and should read something like this, for cxsmple:
Song Sparrow, ad. bended Bath, Me. 6/&/33 Returned to same station 5/28/40
or ") :
Towhee, Im. banded 5/10/30 at Newton, N. J. Found dead at Tvgq Trees, Fla. 1/6/37

EB?A'S“rﬂason fot requésting this information is to get an up-to-date list
of afu records for as many spccies of birds as possible ond to publish ther hames of
the banders who hold in their files the oldest birds of each kind. From time to .
time it is our hope that banders will rcoort to us such. records as they come in, so
that, John Jones mﬂy have banded the oldest Purple Grackle at the present time, but
a vear from now Fronk: Snith becomes the bander who banded the oldest Grackle.

A ROSE BY AVY. OTHER HAME ——=
' Several members have oxprossod their dislike over: the past year or so with
the name of our news-lotter. ZIBEA TUS, a manufactured title was considered a trifle
"f1ip" and "smart aleck-y", to coin more words. ~-All these faults have been admitted
and somc of the annoyance may arisc from pranouncing FUS to ryhme with US, whon it
1106 intended to sound likce USE. The name is. awkitard but it is short, onc advantage.
Howcver, the name wes changed to NEWS and now we have-just as many complaints again,
out from a different sct of members.  EBBA WIVS is too trite, and common-place and it
seems to be reslly correct it should: be E.B.B,A. WEIS if ve scriqusly went to De
correct, Seriouvusly spcaking, it is not the intention of our news-letter to be too
serious. It is intended ~s an informol medium “through which 211 our mcmbers can know
cach other better and learn what other banders.arc doing. To nurturce intercst in
banding snd form contocts betwecn cach other is the reason for its b011g.~-”Yo Eq't
is morc concernod over its contents then: o name, but it hag -been sugggstcd that any
and ull'mombors suggest o noéw name or namess Such a list of nomes to be placed be-
forc the entire membership and voted upon. [Thede scem like a pood thought.* After
all is said, the ‘nowe-lotter is yours, - you membars write it, with "Ye Ea' at the
steoring onr. Can you think-of on attractive new name that is short ond: fits our
little monthly?. R i 3 ;



HOW DO YOU CATCH JUNCOS?

A bander wrote to Chandler S. Robbins, now located at Bowie, Md, and re-
quested information on the above question, Since Juncos have been very numerous
this year and the reply was so interesting, EBBA quotes the answer Mr. Robbins sent
to the bander.

"I have Just been over our Junco schedules to see which traps we' have had
the best luck with. Out of 423 Juncos on vwhich this information is readily avail-
able, 162 (38%) were taken in 2 modified Government Sparrow traps; 147 (35%) were
taken in one-cell Potters (5 or 6 of these operating); 21 (5% were taken in 1 two-
cell Potter; 55 (13%) were taken in 1 foup—cell Potter; 19 (4* %) were taken in a
lorge mesh Mason trap intended for larger birds; and 19 (h:ﬁ) were talkon in a large
Potter-type trap about 14" on wach side and operatoa with a pull string, This last
trap was worked out ‘during the Purple Finch invasion of 1939, -~ we could drop the
door at will and takc 6 to 10 birds at once instead of wasting our time with single
catches. It was far more efficicnt per square fte of wire involved, than i ordinary
- drop trap. As far as.I can make out from these figures, we took Juncos caw.1ly
- eagy in every type of traps If a Sparrow Trap counts as 5 units, (EHRA, Scpt.'h?)
- it shovld bo approximatoly LGU&l to H onewcell Potters: 38% for the former, and 35&
forfthe lattor show this to hold very well in this case. Neither our lecoll nor our
2~cell was in continuous operation during this period, so their totals are lower
than would be cxpocted.™

"The only bait. we have used for Juncos 1s a commercial nlxturo distributed
by the Audubon 8001ctV, or by local sced companies (hemp, cracked corn, millet pcanut
hearts, ctc.) Wo have not tricd watcr on Juncos at all.,! (Gorhan, Mass,)

"Ou.r oorcentavc of rcturns on Juncos has been oulto low, becing at present
2l birds or about 5%. Most of these returned a year following the banding but a
bird banded in '37 and onc from '38 wos rctaken in 1940, "

"We hove banded practically 300 of them thils fall at Bovic, Mde To be sure
we have 30 traps in operntion; perhaps we-should have banded twice Lh 2t many, but we
have been concentroting our cfforts on Thitomthroats so the best traps have not been
in the best spots for Juncos. We have trken o few on woter herc ot Bowic, bdbut the
-“great majority have been trken on grain —- Jjust whatever stnff we could lny our hands
ony ‘for a while this wns nothiﬂg but - “hoots tnon crﬂckcd corny then a mixture of.
cracked corn, .cracked soy -borns, ﬂnmwho“t’ nov we arc using o mizturc of o great
varicty of scgeds (small nuantltlos of cnch opccics) which have been used for.cx-
‘perimentnl or study purncs at, thio Potuxent Ro°e“rch Refuge. e often do not know
from cne week te the next \hﬁt we will be ‘nblc to Pet Hold ofy Bul orocticalilays
everything secms te worlk,  :0f eourse, Juncos don't go into the traps the way Thitew
throats or Chippios will, but thoy'dan't aamenr to be very particulor as to bait or
type of entrrncc. Ground entrnnces such as Potter, Sporrow, Mason or Fabian seey
slightly proforoble to top cntrancese"

: "The only subuc%tlon I con n“ko to. a bander would be to try o lorge drop
trops Vo nre using one three foot squore, held up by » stick 10 inches long in the
middle of the front side. Juncos scom to go into this trop more rendily thon the
othcr" bocouse 1t is open oen three sides, IF you have the rire, it nizht pay to
make it oven lorger —— perhops 45 ft. wide 2ad 8 fhe. Longs Wp arc thinking o larger

one here,'
Chandler S. Robbins, Bowie, Mde

REMIMBER
194lt dues ~re now due. Plecse make your remittnnce to the treasurer, whose

address appe~rs on the front pagce We can't afford to carry members not in geod
standing,



- WHITE-THROATS RETURNING IN THE SOUTH

Prof. Robeért Ware of the Clemson State Agricultural College, Clemson, S. C.
ig: catcnlng lots of ‘White-throats and is averaging about three truolreturnc & week,
which is really sciiething, He writes that -on Christmas day they ‘had a. sleet storm
and ‘banding was partiéulsrly good.. We are receiving weekly postals from hin keeplng
us’ abreaSt of his mﬂny ‘returns -and any day now. we hope -to- he<r that he has cavzht
some ‘other bander's 'bird in:his traps. Some of his White~throat returns are ueveral
years old .and this material makes ‘a splendid mddlthﬁ the wealth of meterial now
being prepared for a formal papers

1

BACY NUMBZRS OF. EBBA JVEWS

For those members who file away their issues of EBZA MIWS and would lile to
complete & set or perhaps get sets. issued previous te their membership, we are slad
to announce thrt we ©till have a, few batk numbers: Single copies of any month dur—
ing the last threé vears are noW 10 cents eachi .Complete volumes for: 19&1 1942 or
1943 are $1.20 each. Tivo.compléte volumes in a ring binder;. either 1040 & 19ul
1941 & 1942 or 19L2 & 1543 are $3.00 each. All shipped postr-ze oaid‘

Through the gencrosity of Keshon Garland of Demarest, .. Js we also have
some old issues of "Bird Banding Notes". Some of these are rather scarce and snyone
interested in complotlnb thelr file of this mimecograph publication should write "Te .
Ean, - : :

NEWS FTOR THE RBANDERS :
» %t At the U7th amnuel mesting of the N. Y. State Scicnce Teachers! Agsq.,
held “in Albany, ¥ Y. on'Dec. .28 to 30, Frank W, Trevor of the Millbrook School,

Millbriook, L. Y.-g“ve a.paper, "Biolozy Durias Wer ”Tme" " Mr. Tevor will be ro-
membered as the bmnuer who h «d one of his birds ”ccoverod in Icolwnd 4 yeor or So ago.

R
i
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Donwld O Pcattlo aad qn 1ntcrost1nn stor" Qn blrd '@nd banding in the
Novembor "Rotarian" entitled "Fenthereddmbassaters'. .This article s zives the South
Ambrlc_n locwl nenes of many of the blrds banded at our satations,. s i

) i :"'~

hn'“rd Mﬂ*ﬁken oy “t LﬁJOOLLVlA]O,'N..J-'Wfitc that he’ hos finally en—
ticed somc 1. J. b:rds 1nto hls trops And ]aﬁ now-uuﬁrtod bﬂndlnb ot bis ncw 1oc tlon.

" :

Roymond T. Fuller of Wintorton,‘N; Y. writes that he hos mnde o big improve—
ment on his "Improved Govermment:Sporrow: Trops". . -This.improvement consists of
piece of hardwerc cloth, 6 inches wide nnd as long os the width of the main eantrance,
The.wire is.bent in.the shape of.an "L" cech arm bolnb 3 inches deep. This piece of
wire cloth is then inverted \fdﬂttnchoo uo the tr rop dn Front of th miin ‘entrance
somewhat like n little covered porch. Birds then onter from each side ahd once in
the main entrance, they are:merc apt to cnbor the trop thon. to back out of the cn-
trance ond escopee.. Mry, Fuller TePoT ts: by th ‘e Merns he hﬂ» 1”“cr 8l tches at one
time thr-n he formerly caught. _ ik ki

"

“Josse Vo Miller of New Hyde Park, N, Y,, revorts a "Banner" banding year
for 19H3. States he has the bigiest totol bver brnded. and $everal’ sub-sto tions
really active and working consistently, Cat ond squirrel troudle were overcome by
transportation and some success was achicved with some cripple Pirdd [N S 1n,
althovgh' o.grost mony wers beyond, saving.

[ ay & y
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MORE COOPERATION ESSENTIAL AMONG BIRD BANDERS

Bird Banding is TBCO n1zed as one of the four methods of scientifice
ornlthologlcal study, and of comparable importance to the study of birds in the bush,
dead birds in the hand or live birds in captivity. Each method Eives its own
perticular opportunltles, each yields its own reward. ©Success comes through acco-
operative effort, by finding out what others are ‘doing. Therefore, the serious bird
bander desires to know more of the work and results of other ornitholozists who are
working in other chamnels of bird study. This information is gathered by personal
associations with others and from their reports in other publications than those of
the banding organizations. EBBA members are urged to support the local publications
of their own states, many of which are named after various birdss It is our duty,
as far as we are able, to support the magazine "Bird Banding." :

MemBership in the American Ornithologists‘ Union gives prestige, as well
ag knowledge and en opportunity to report one's work, or notesg, in the 1oad1rg
publication of its kind in the world, Only 42 percent of the mombors of the EBBA
belong to the A.0.U.; only 33 percent of the total membors of the four banding as-
sociations have joined the A.0.U.

lembership in the four bird banding associations can and shovld be aug-
mentéd very markedly. There arc aporoximately 1700 names on the list of ‘bird band~
ing cooperators ofthe Fish and Wildlife Service, representing potential, rather than
active banders., The total membership of the four banding associations is approxima~
tely 657, or only about 38 percent of the bird banders have joined these organi-
zationse It is the duvty, and perheps the opportunity of each member o induce some-
body else to.join. With no doubt,: the greater the size of an organization; the
greater can be its usefulness to the ¢ountry as a whole and to the individual member.
Bach 6f the s 35001ntLons has bcen deing excellent work, which deserves wider re-
cognltlun than is shuvn o Lne enrollments, Xach association nceds more mombers,
"but categorically, ecch vnaffiliated bander could receive profit from these as-
sociations. The membershin lists of the four banding associations, the EBBA, IBBA
and WBBA arc remarkably close in .enrollment;. to wit, 1L0,175, 189 and l'j membors
reopectlvelj, ﬁCOordinM to the latest: reports,.

Any EBBA member contemplating joining the American Ornithologist Union
should communicatce with Dr. Lawrence E. Hicks, Sccrctary, Ohio Wildlife Rescarch
‘Station, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio.

. Dry Harold B. Wood, Harrisburg, annSVIvanla

NEWS FOR:THE BIRD BANDERS '

A meqlo adult Robin banded by Be S. Bowdlsh at Demarest, m, J. on Nove.
11, 1942 was "taken" at Whitoville, N, C. Jan, 23, 1943,

The November, 1943 news-lettor of the Avdubon Society of Westorn Penn-
sylvania, thanks to the president Hal H. Harrison, gave the Bird Saving Lantern a
nice little boost and thercby assisted EBRBA'S treasury.

Father Febian Kekich is no longer at the Capiichin College, Broolklands,
Washington, D. Cs and this splendid .station noted for its large catch of warblers is
at present inactivece ’

Edwin A. Mason, formerly of Groton, Mass, (The Wharton Bird Banding Sta. )
is now located at the Landon School for Boys, Edgemoor, Washington, D. C. He writes
that he has traps and bands with him and is already to bond as soon as he gets an
opportunity,



-

TWO MORE RED«TAILS BANDED

Ralph E. Wetzel of Boiling Springzs, Pa., writes: "Two pupils of mine.
(I'm a school teacher) trapping for slmanls, cavght a hawlk, Knowing of my banding
activities, it wne brought to me, MNot having & band, I borrowed one from "Prexpy"
Harold B, Woods A dandy specimen of Red=tailed Havk now wenrs this band. The nex
day, these same bors caught another bird of the same species, in the seme treap. This
second hawk was brovght to me. It, tcoy, is now a member of the elite "Danded" hawks,
R i peys, as this example shows, to moke friends with youth. Youth then helps
with a Mobby and learns valuable lessons about wildlife." A1l of ws will echo Mir,
Wetzel's sahtim gnts

J L
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e ™ BANK SWALIOVS CHANGE MATES /

En Nl b

The entird Oqt. isgue of "Feathers" published by the Schenectaidy Bird Club,
is given over.,to a very interestin: paper by Dr. Dayton Stoner, of Albany, M. Mo
entltlcd UBaale Swallow 3 nding Hear Albany, N, Y." Among the conclusions is this
statement: "11 N0Ne meme of oupr 272 return Bank Swallows have we ever found a bird
with- the sae’ fiabe in two' seasons." Interested banders should write Dr. Stoner, in
esre of the M. T. State Mnseum For a copy of this paper. R

i‘vi PIPIFG PLOYER SHOW MORT COWSTANCY IN MATING

i, » In a recent lohto1 from LeRoy Wilcox of Speonk, L. I., ¥, ¥, he states:
" sinrtad band;-gvéuurdtion on Pising Plover this year on May 1hth +hen I found
Al ne&ts, (fou dxll in the fipst hour) in 7% hours. Besides scarching for nests I
trapped 7 adults or their negts (5 of them were returns). The bond on onc bird was
worn “thin, nearly recdy to drop off, so I Jut a now oond on it. Thig bird was banded
when younz in 1938 snd I have trosoced it ia 1940, 1941, 1942, and 1943.+« It was an
adult male mated to Female HO=15%211 im 1940. In 1981, ‘ME,-'M}; it -wes mated to
39-187679. All nests in all % years vere within'a fow feet of each other, so in this
case the mole chose the loecality,

I only made the onc trip to the beach this yenr as the following week the
pleasure ban on driving was put into effect. Did not band any Osprevs or Terns this
year, —- about the only resr I have ever missed thesc Dbirds since I had 2 banding
licensc." (17 vears——Ed.) '

OUR GUESS WITHIX L, 000 WHITE-THROATS

Remember, in the Oct. issue we fucssed that the number of Mhitc-throated
Sparrows bonded in 20 vears, from 1920 to 1940 wns 200,000, Shucks, - we were
wrong. Official Woeshington figures sets the total at 196,05Y%, The totnl thry the
spring of 1943 mokes a grond total of 227,3UL Wiite-throats braded so far. 1039 and

"LO were big years vhon well over 20,000 were banded in each of the Foderal fiscal
Yearss

HISTORY OF BIRD BAVFDING
Who Mnows any dotes, with other information, of bird banding being done
anywhere before 19007 Plcease send all information, including dates, namc of person
placing marker on bird, species, place of banding and especlally rcference or au~
thority from whom the information is obtained, Send this to Harold B. Wood, (Ad—-
dress on front poge)e Earliest dates so for leorncd are 1669,1710,1773,180%,1889.
After all matecrial is rcceived a paper on the subject will be vrepared.

"The Yoy of a Man With Eaglces" is one of the best vieces of banding pub-
licity we have seen in a long time. Written by John Kieran in his column, "One
Small Voice" it appenred in the M. Y. Sun of Dec. lst, 1943,
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