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. THOSE "H,ARD TO TELLtt BIRDS. 

A Director of our Board, Jesse v. Miller of New Hyde Park, N. Y. suggests 
that .EBEA devote an e'ntire issue, possibly late next sumr.~er, to describe and 
s1.:tggest keys to the bird puzzles .every bander capt"Ures in the fall. By bird puzzles 
it is meant not only "the little green warblers" which can be so easily confused, 
but th~ ·q-uestion of sex and age of some of the more common species. To tell the 
difference : between an immature Field Sparrow a,l)d. an immature Chippy in the la.te 
fall is not alweys ea.sy . ·. To tel:).. the sex and age of such birds as Juncos, Finches, 
and Spa.rrows, Grackles .:l.l.'ld StarlingB ia not alwe¥B the sinr>liest thing to do. To 
outline what other banaers do and on what they base their . conclusions might be a 
help to us all. . . 

During the coming months EBBA would like members to send in their suggest­
ions and ,their different wa;ys of answering such problems. EBBA will · save all such 
comments, collate them and release then at the proper time. In submitting such 
ldentificat,ion helps, 11Ye Ed" leans toward the visual characteristics, such as the 
uUJU'IDer of wlii te . tail' f e.athers in Juncos, whieh Ravmand F'uller of Hi nter tovm has 
worked out, rather th!;>-.n measurements, althou.gli mea.sureme.nts and. weights should not 
'Q e overlooked. Howeve·r ,· it is not 1:tlways conveni ent or p ract i cal f or banders to 
meaS't;Lre and weight every bird, especially when the t r &.ps arc t·aki~ a h . .rgG q:u~t .ity 
during a 11 wave 11 • Just as visual characters will vary, so will weights and neasure-· 
ments~ Birds a s individuals are no more uniforn than are hUP.~ans. With hwnans if 
males were divido9- by measurement, say between 6 ft, 2 in. and 5 ft. io in., and 
women from 5 ft. to 5 ft. 6 in., just what \7ould we clasi:Hfy 'the M1\yor of.New ·York 
or Mrs. Roosevelt? It is doubtful that . sex can be based on size alone, : but size 
and other visual clues, such as plunago or the color of the b~ak or iris may give 
a clue with 'O!ily> a slight chance of error.· 

With some spocios the determining of so.x · mayb~ ·beyond tho ·:re:Rlm of poss­
ibility, but in most instances. tho factor of E~ge cari bo defined.' Let EBBA hear 
from you in regard to your experiences along t.hh line. Even if your findings seem 
simple end obvious to everyone, send them in. · Even the nost obvious is occasionally 
over lo oked,•·· 

THE COFFEY'S MEEr SOME L. · I. BANDERS 

On a Sunday afternoon in September,· Lieut ~ Ben Coffey- and Mrs. Coffey of 
Nashville, Tenn. met a few Long Island banders at an impromptu picnic held on the 
grounds of the Manhasset High School. Liout Coffey is a member of the Army Air 
Force and was transferred from Oklflhoma to Hew York for a short time. It is 

:~ . understood· thnt he now has been transferred to the South. 

· By working very hurriedly, d~e. to unfor.eseon· deman(i].s on. Lieut. Coffey by 
the Arny, it was possible for a few menbers to. meet wi:th th:c Coffeys at this time. 
A pleasant social afternoon was enjoyed, looking ovet th~ traps of ·:the Manhasset 
Junior Banding Club, Mr. Miller's collection of Xodachroraes and. toasting frank­
furters over an open fire in tho woodland adjo iriing the school. ,:· If· time had 
allowed, it is felt that nany nore banders wo1,+ld have boen on hcild to meet the 
former editor of 11The Migrant" and his charming wife, 



BANDING GRASSHOPPER SPARROWS 
By Robert 1, Smith, Reynoldsville, Pa. 

For 3. seasons I have kn9wn the Grasshopper Sparrow. I first met this 
common but little known bird in 1942, at which time we moved from Brookville, Pa. 
to a farm near Reynoldsville. At. this place I found ma,ny pairs of this species, 
as well as 4 pairs of Henslows Sp'arrows and 3 pairs of Savannah Sparrows. In 
Brookville, but. 9 miles away, I had never found any of these birds. 

Earl;>r in 1941+, I decided· to make a study of this species by banding and 
color-banding all the birds in a certain tract. I received a bamling license of 
June 15th. From that time on I have been attempting to band these Sparrows. 

The Grasshopper Sparrow is difficult to study and trap. The deep grass 
and secretive habits of this species imposes upon the ooserver a difficult task 
of W!:\.tching their activities. It is even a greater task to trap them near their 
nesting sites. I have tried various moans and experimental traps. I have used 
traps for ground feeders and traps with top entrances. I have tried dripping 
water, dead <wd live insects and grain as bait, all without success. My most 
recent attempt is to try and tr~p this sparrow vvith an automatic collapsible trap 
with dripping water, ti1is "being situated at o..n open spring, now dry, used by these 
birds. 

The Grasshopper Sparrow is not afraid of traps, Indeed, within 15 
minutes after I set them out these birds t1o.ke possession end use them as singing 
p0rchos, but at no time do they enter tl}.e traps. I have observod that they always 
choose the highost point af tho trap u:ron which to alight and sing, In an attorapt 
to exploit this habit, I built e;..-:perimental traps in which the highest point of 
the trap would. give we~/ under the bird and proc:j.pitate him into a compartment 
below. However, the Grasshopper Sparrow would alwa:rs fly up, just e_s quickly as 
tho perch gavo woy. 

Just how many G:t;"asshopper Sparrows have ooen "banded I do not know. I 
doubt if the numoer is large for most band.ers nre not ideally located to work with 
this species on their nesting e,ro;.:\s and the "birds se~m very reluctr-mt to enter 
tra:Ps at this time. 

If any reader has htu~ experiences in "banding this spocios, I would be 
v-ary ploEtsed to hoar from them. May I ask that they send me bandi:qg datos, returns, 
n;;·;d. pPrticularly tho type of traps nnd brdts used. 

MORE ABOUT BAlmED WRENS 

Mr, a..11.d Mrs. John A. Gillespie of Glenolden, Pq., have bnnded 107 House 
Wrens in 22 years, - 31 adults ond 76 immaturos. No fledglings hrwe boon heard 
from D.gain. 8 adults returned (26~"b) ... 6 the folloYring year; l tho following 2 
yenrs and 1 tho following 4 yonrs. O.no immature trapped in 1939 nn.s at this stc.ttion 
for 5 consecutive seasons and was responsible for 48 offsprings. More aoput this 
wren la.ter. 

NEWS OF THE BAJmERS 

Willio.m Vogt, of V!ashin.gton, D. c., now Chief of Conservn.tion of tho 
Pnn-American Unirm rettlrned from a trip to Mexico in the middle of October and left 
aoout a week later for Chile whore he will bo until n.rou,nd the first of tho year. 

EBBA is sorr~,r to learri that our mer:Jber Howap:l Mahnken of Lr:'lnbertville, 
N. J. lost his mother on October lOth, 



WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS ARRIVING EARLY .. • 

Prof. o. A. Stevens of Fargo, N. D. reports the trapping of the first 
White-throat fer the season 0n Sept. 17th. Not to be outdone by the INLAND, many 
of EBBAis banders report them early and in good numbers. 

Mrs~- 'CaFoline Van Beesw:rk report.s from her banding station at Cape Mey, 
N. J. that between Oct. 1st and :the 4th, she had b&i.nded 15 Vlhi te-throat s and states 
t.):J.a.t if could have devoted more1 time to banding, she ,oo1:1lQ. have tri:pled the number 
With ease. Gne of her traps takes thi s species 3 at a time without fail. Last 
year the i'Thite-tl.lreat flight ap,peared thereabouts between Get. 21wt and the 29th. 
Mrs. Van Heeswyk also reports taking a Whi te-cro\'lhed immature on Oct. 4th and re-
ports her station alive with warbl~rs during the latter ,part qf -SQptem.ber. . · ~· ·· 

. j., 
B.· s. BoWdish of Demarest, ~. J. writing on Oct. 1st, doesn 1 t ~ention 

this spedi.es, but it was prob~bly _present rigpt after he mailed the letter. rtjjeech" 
Bowdish teports 11 In the past few deys there has been an influx of Robins, Jays, 
Towhees1 Catbirds a few, ·G,:r,acklea in hordos. Yest~rda;y (Sept. 30) things broke 
looee a llit. Banded 12 J3:ronze Grackles, - big for us; 12 Blue Jays, - a record for 
us in one day; 6 Towh~ea, 5 Robins; 1 Black-poll Warb'ler, 1 Black-throq.ted Greon 
and a Ruli!y .... cDowtted Kinglet: Total 38, WhiCh is the best day for a long time. 11 

~Hss Heather G. Thorpe o.f Buffalo, lT •. Y. whd,n reporting that she has 
ad.ded two new traps to hor stattion f.3CJ.Ui:pment on Oct • 5th, remarks, 11Wi th all the 
White-throats that have beep ~ere th1s pas t week, w6u1dp 1 t you think I would catch 
more tharl just t ·wo? 11 Tb,is irnplys a heavy flight il) Btifra1o · la-te in September and 
early in October, A~ far as only. catchi.m.g two of this spodies ''Ye Ed 11 m0urns with 
h0r. VTi'bh te~ tim.es as manr traps as Miss Thor_r>·e , · i1YI3 :l!ldu has. only caught· 6 of 
these 11critters 11 iDr. the first 20· d~rs o.f O.cto ber. Scores have been around the traps 
and the st.a tio·n but evan millet ~eed do.ens ' t seem t'o tempt them here. 

Mrs. Betty Carrtcs of Tenafly, N. J. also reports a large flight of m1ite­
thro:'lts. In ._her lott·er ef Oct •. 5th she re:ports the banding of 192 birds between 
Aug. 13 and O·ct~ 5-th. Tho list inlcuctes 11 Red-eyed Vireo s 1 a Bicknoll 1 s and /il. 
grey-:oheekcd r.t'hrush , a Parula Vlarblcr a.nd lately lots of Ruby-crowned Kinglets and 
White-thro a ts AND 14 squirrels, 27 'Chi_pmunks and 4 ratsl 

Richard Fisclto~ of Flushing, • Y. stop's lo,ng .enough at midnight to 
scrawl the follmving Tl)emo, ''What amigratio·n! From Sept •. 23rd to Oct. 23rd, I 
have ba.n<led lSl now bird~. About 70 of them were White-·throats. Got 2 Bicknell 
and 2 Grey:..cheoks, a malG S~sucker, (my first ) a. Blue-headed Vireo, (Also mw first) 
2 Nashville , 3 Winter VTrens, etc. I! It \VOU.ld seem that vnl.ite-throats are oa.rly ~:>.t 
his stat io.n also. 

NO OLD AGE RECORDS IN THIS ISSUE 

It is believed that it is more convenient for all· of our membership to 
htwe old ago records listed in substm1tial portions, r ather than submit just a. few 
new recoli'd:S at a time as has beon done in the pa.st. Therefore, no new records will 
be ad,ded to the list in this issue. It h :probable thn.t enough new records will be 
on ho.nd by next month so that they will take up a full page and become our ninth 
list. 

While Qn this SulDject it will bo oft interest to know that EEBA had a 
r equest recently from au ornithologist in England for a copy of these lists. The · 
entire set of f$ lists were sont with tne wish expressed that if any of the data was 
used for p).l'l;llication the individuai b41tlder shou.ld receive full credit for tho 
.recor.d. 



NEVIS FOR THE BIRD BANDERS 

Dr. Carleton M. Herman of San Francisco, Calif. has a f.ine. paper in· the 
July issue of BIRD BANDING,. on the subject .of .bird malar.ia. While 'the t.heme is a 
long wa:y above the he~ of 11Ye Ed", he has hear.d ·'it meiltioned by those who know 
about such things, that this particular pe;per i.s one of the best ·that · has ever 
been published on the subject in our quarterly. Dr. Herman is a former president 
of EBBA and was instrumental in· founding EBBA NEWS. All our heartiest con­
gratulations, Doctqr~ ~n a fi'ne article. .... ,, ~ 

. . 
In our issue of April; . ( 144), the•matter·oi bridging ' tlie .gaps in a 

bander 1 s record book was discussed. The .. thought was expressed ·that many band.ed 
birds m:tght b~ aroi.md yea.r s aft-er rbanding ,, but :oe just .far enough away from the 
traps so' that ·they \Ver~ ;neve~ .. ,.agai·~ •tdaught. An i llustration of this came t0 l 1ght 
recently. On Sept . 17, 1939, (The very same da.y that Raymond J. Fl eet wood banded. 
the Swift that was recovered i n. .P·eru) 1 ·a y0ung Cat bird was ban<ied . Since th1';! 
immature bird had never peen caught since banding, it was believed that . it was dead 
by now. On Aug. 18th, this year we received a phone 'call reporting that ·this o;;.r·~­
had been killed "in a rat trap only -i- mile from the place of banding. This bid .. · 
.was then over 5 years old and it is a question whether it had alw;;~.ys returned ·:~o 

the same spot where it was killec;i.·during each· of tho intei·ve·ning ''yearz and had. 
passed its natural life just out of reach of the traps, · ; 

Rev. Edward Stoehr of Pi ttsbUl'gh, Pa. i writes: '~My banding was curtailed. 
during the :summer, due to work, the loss of a few traps find a broken . water line" 
In the fir_st 5 mo.nths of the year, I am ha.<ppy 1s'o r e:Po r t the banding of 750 new bi:.:·d f.\· 
of 45 species, Among these wore 4 Yello~thro ated 'Wireos, Juv., which I consider 
a rare item. 60 Cardinals, 21 Whitc~· cll'ovr-ned Sparro#sl ·and ·4 Spotted Sandp.ipers. 
Only 6 species of Warblers were handled aft e :r; trapping scores of species by the 
hundreds at Washington, D. C., a few year-s ago, on· Sept. 9th a Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird still had a youngster i .n the nest. 'Believe it or not, but this is true . : 
Rev. Stoehr resumed bandihg late in September, but wasn't able to band du~ing 
October due to his work. He hopes to make up. for the loss now. 

The "Livingston Mano:r;- Times", Sulld:v.:an Co.~ N, Y., a weekly newspaper, 
published a f~ne banding story on the fro nt pag~ of their issue of Sept. 7th. Tho 
vn.rn was written by Richard B. Fisqher of Flushing, N. Y~ and relates his summer 
·b.<.1..r1ding experiences in that area. Beside telling the public how to report a banC.nd 
bird when found, "Ye Ed 11 admir.es _it because it .deftly brings a,.loc.nl·angle into t he 
:rarn and nicely mentions the farno_rs and their. barns from which many swallows .were 
banded. 'In some inst'ances ~ t . relat.es how mEP'J.Y b iz1ds r eturned t o a po.rt i cul.ar barl). 
from the previous season • . It is a sure bet t hat many fnrm'ers wi ll read i t, reco gn~~, 

• ' . l fj 

e~ther their own name or thBt .. of a neighbo ring farm Md be' more ree-dy t o coqporate 
with Fischer during the next season 1 s bandi ng. A nice yarn-- orchi ds to you, Dick . 

Dr. C. B. Worth, EBBA.' s smiling president, novr in the Army, is no longn:-­
a 'lieutena11t. Now it is Capt a in VTorth. A recent com1m1nique reports he is 11 achin'~ 
to band, but thor~ is a littlD matter of Army regul~tions until the war is over. 
He mentions a Chimney Swift of his th.'\t .is 8 yea-rs old and offers it n.s an old age 
record. It was EBBA 1 s painfu,l duty to inform him the record was old enough by 
about 3 years. Lieut. Ben Coffe:r of Nashville, Tenn. also of the Army has m8 year 
old Swift in his records • . It would seem that this species has a fairly long life 
expectancy. As it is no longer believed that Dr. Worth's address is a military 
secret, we give it here. It is Capt. c. :B. Worth, M. c., 01696107, A.M.S., Army 
Medical Center, Washington, 12, D. C. Po ssibly some member would like to drop 
the beaming brooke a line or t wo. He has a storJ about an Army parrot that E:BBA 
can 1 t print. It co nce~ns the meeting of the Army parrot ( wi t h a nnval vocabulary) 
and an owl. Since -ne i t her of the bi rds wore banded, EBBA must pass it by. 



WE, THE BANDERS SPEAK 

On Nov. 13th Mrw. Betty Carnes of Tenafly, N. J. spoke before the Strath­
more Vanderbilt Club on the subject, "Attracting Birds to Your Garden 11 • She is 
thankful none of her large fi\Ud.ience asked her "V1hat to do about Squtrrels and 
Cats Z" 

On Nov. 14th Richard B. Fischer of Flushing, N. Y. had the spotlight on 
the evenings program at the H. Y. Linnaean Society. He spoke on the subject of 
banding, illustrat'ing his talk with experiences and the results he has so far 
obtained. 

On. Oct. 5th Miss Heather Thorpe of the Educational Dept. 1 Buffalo MuReum 
of Science received a film from the Fish and Wildlife Service entitled 11 The Hov1 
and Why of Bird Banding." With this film, Miss Thorpe hopes to improve the co­
operation from the children and especially some of the children around the paxk 
where her tr~ps are usually set. One of her two Government Sparrow traps has 
all,"eady disappeared ~d vandalism from a certain "element" has been bad. 

MORE ABOUT SMALL BAND OPENERS 

In the June issue and again in September EBBA }mWS mention was made of a 
little gadget for opening small hands discovered in certain 5 and 10 cents stores 
by Mrs. Betty Carnes of Tenafly, N. J. This gadget is called a "Presto Sta:ple 
Remover", selling at retail for 25¢ ru1d is made by the Metal Specialties Mfg. Co. 
of ChicGgo. (Due to the war, it mey now be out of production, conserving metals, 
as it is made of metal arid plastic). As it is sold for the purpo so of removing 
staples in· booklets and letters, its original form is NOT suitable for opening 
bo .. nds, but ·if tho prongs are fil.ed clown with ca .. re it is easily converted into a 
dandy and handy little tool for opening the smallest bands for Swifts, Warblers, 
etc. 

Since tho September issue arrived in our member's hands, Mrs. Carnes 
has been swamped with letters abou·t this gadget. She very thoughtfully bought up 
everyone that she could find in tho stores. Any member who would like one and 
can't find one in their local stores may write Mrs. Carnes, 25 Kenwood Ave., 
Tenafly 1 N. J. She will supply them as long as her small supply lasts. Please 
enclose 30¢ with your letter t·o cover cost and mailing. Remember, each bander 
must file the points down for him or herself, just as w·ould be required if purchaaod 
in a store. 

A SPLENDID IDEA 

Miss Mabel T. Rogers of Milledgeville, Ga. 1 ndvMc.os the thought that 
some member, in every state in our area, arrange with each oftho state educational 
journals to have published an nrticlo on bird banding stressing the correct m~nner 
of ~eporting any bird found wearing a band. This would be a great boost for the 
educational side of bird bnnding and seems a very good way to get help from 
teachers all over the counti"'J• They would be able to advise their students 
properly if their pupils inquired about a banded bird they hnd found. Wltnt member 
will volunteer to do this for their state? 

11BILL" PEPPER, JR. PLAl~S COME-BACK 

Sometime in February, ne:d year, Vlillirn~ Pepper, Jr. of Philadelphia has 
bright hopes of starting "a real-honest-to-goodness 11 banding str.tion again~ SO!i1e­

where in the Chestnut Hill area. He vaguely spenks of a 111000 birds a year" sto..tion, 
like he used to run in pre~war days. Sounds promising and is the sort to be ex­
pected from him. 1'Eilll1 Pepper held down the post of Treasurer for seven long 
years when EBBA was in the doldrums. No easy task and one for which he deserves 
thmlks. 
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