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Fo :~ ·the first time in the historjr of your favori te mon'tlil.y- baudi 1g lll~e.­
zi ae , an ent i r e i ~ s'l.le, or mG s t of it, v1ill be devoted. t0 a cli s cu.ss i on El f Qn.e kind of 
bird1 - the Vlhita-Th!roEiJted Spar t c:>w. J!l:SBA p~an:3 t o me!J;< e tho coming Oct®ber is sue 
bristle vi th wh~'ti we h ave f ound ou t about thj,s "cri tte 'r 11· by 'bandil"tg , A r egrlar llhe­
man jam-ses s;l.onu is p). anned w:'ith 11no hold. !.S 'bax-r e·d 11• Oml ·d sc i entific r easo ntm will 
not be R~tempt·ect ·i '1 t i$ eom~ng u'Pus. There will be som~ gu~a sing , e·omo ao s'U1!1T,>t ~o ns 
and. a, who le lot o-f :f'ac t r:;, w hop e·. We wa;nt ev ery membe x- tQ t <'~ka J)a~t il1. th!i.s dis­
cussion~ Let 's all r eally t ok e do wn G\lF .ha-h and e;et eV'erything off our chests that 
)'li e know 0r tln. inlt about Wh i te-Thro .<:,ts . We want a :r~:r$.1 11ba ng-up 11 issue Dnd with every­
one in on it. E\ren i:f you h~ve nev r bf'\nd.ed o ne of these birdR, drop 11Ye Ed 11 a 
"t)o St.<U ancl tel l . h ir1 so and. why. 

Man~r of us think that 1'lhite-Throats are a 11 tough" species. 11It ai.n 1 t so.n 
We hEwe just been fool:tng oursGlvcs bcc D.use each of us has been working alone. If 
·1e can concentr~te and. coopGF2-.to, we will hnve: the problem licked. We woulcl like to 
a toe r the discuss ion /:\.long lines E"!.S where this bird corner. from ancl whor8 it eocs. 
How· fant it tro.vels n.nd by wh at routes, Those questions arc not OF.\sy, but by working 
t ogether, wo •itJ,n fi nd the answers, Each bander is asl::ed to do two things. 

First: e w~n.t ovocy bandor , ·nb matt e r whero , t 0 w~tch foll' t he coming 11'\itZr n­
tion of Whi tc-Throa.ta tn his neigh'borh<!>c:>d. . Del)(:mding e n wher e ho is., it w.ill t>r o'b.a.­
bly ntart l m.t c th!i.s mo nth or e a rly i n Oc t e ber, r:oacbine a pealr.: in mid ... octo1) r, 
woa.tho:r p er mit ting. Evor y bc>Jl'ld et shoulci g~t his trap"', a::oad.y,-- any Qld ldnd of tr.ps, 
tha t will t alto this oa.sy--to ... trt:JJ) bir.d:, a nd. tt" '='P them this f all. Ther u c~ro £li t l en t 
10,000 of t h os : 'biret.s WEARING B.~.NDS thnt will fl1, on come dewn frorn the north on tho 
way t~ t h e:> On.roline.s. If o'lrmr y band.or will sincor e l ¥ try to catch them from Mnino 
southwe rd, some of us a.r o gelng to get o. f ar.e i gn banded bircl. · At lo<w t t h;'.t will be 
qQ mething . I f :to:U got 10. i'Tliitc-Thro$h l aOt Oct obe r, g et 20 this y c,-:>,r. If you got 
100, a i m for 200 t hi s time, but l e t 1s .got them. 

Smcond: Wo w .:nt cvc;'Y mcmbo::c to consult their records nnd sand us t.hc 
nurnbo;r of White-~brou .. ts yeu ll i'.Vo bcmdccl ; -..ch wint ,; r, say from Oct. to Mny; tho 
l1\ ll!lbcr of 11oturna-l, r oturns-2, etc. Yes, thoro r_'.!'e records of 7-yc ;~ r old 'birds . 
By ilJ. l mo:'l.ne, sand i i'i 1\ll r ocov(:rios roportocl to yo1..1., nnd. wo moan r ccovorios frem o,t 
l .caat 1 0 mil 0 ~V'Giiil , north, wo st or south. If yo·u can1 t got o.ll this on . a singl e 
poet [!~, 'USC t ·i'IO, Vll1.0 c n.r os f or nn oxtr~.C penny. 

Send in ~.rour dril. t £11 , PLEASE. One postal or two po stp,lc, rrho c c.ras , If it 
tnkl1 S 3 -postn,ls, then better send [JI, lottor for it won't cost any moro , AlllD GET THOSE 
W'UTE-T:tm.OATS this fnll, ev on if you h~wo to chr.so them from bush t.o 'bush with an 
insect not ~nd o. s;,u t-ah akor. GEI' THTh!. 



A TRIPLE PLAY, IF VIE EVER SAW ONE 

Here is an opportunity for banders to help in three ways, THREE interests. 
1. - To help yourself Hi th a smrul inexponsi vc Christmr-,s gift, unique and useful for 
friends that arc interested in bird.s or may have helped you with your banding. 2. 
To help the smnll 1Tintcr birds when they noed help the most. Fin<1,1ly • to holp tho 
treasury of your respective associ':'.tion~ 

A BIRD SAVING LANTERN 
60¢ or 2 for $1.00 

(postn.ge paid) 

This lantern is a now attrn,ctive suet­
holder which hangs fror.1 the tip of a branch of a 
tree. A delight to such smnll birds as Downy 
Woodpeckers, Chickadees, Kinglets end Myrtle 
Warblers, etc. Larger birds, such as Jays and 
Starlings are too hoa~J to usc it nnd it is safe 
from all animnls. No bird can carry f.)Xray all the 
food. Tested by the maker during tho last two 
winters. 

Sturdily built of metnl nnd wood, attract­
~.vely ennmollod in bright Christmas col rs, each in 
an indi vi dun! box so you cn.n ma.il it o.nynhere. 

HOW IT HELPS YOUR ASSOCIATION 
-~~_,. 

Tho. manufacturer will donate for~~r ;percent of the "" ·' ~ 
gross sales to the a.ssooia.tion to which t h o p1.:1.rcho.ser belongs; . .........----;>/ 
i.e. If EBBA memb c :cs bll..Y 50 at 60¢ 1''i th fl. total solo of .,-
$)0.00, then t~1o treasury gets t'. gift of $1 2. 00. Likewise, 
if Hrr..AND members purchnse these lante'ms 24¢ of the moiwy from ever:r single sale or 
40¢ on the 2 for $1.00 ordl'.3r goes to the INLAND trco.sury. All orders should be sent 
to Geoffrey Gill, 2l.f Overlook Drive, Huntington, L. I., N. Y. •rith chock or money­
order made pr-.yable to him. 

A MA."' OF OUR Ml!MBERSHIP 

A mem"oor hns suggoshd t hl".t we publ i sh a map of all our rer; icn sj1o 1ring the 
1· .c~tion of our many members. :t'his m~p to be published :ln 4 sections, cnch tho size 
of regular NUS pn.ge o.nd so arro.~oct th f1.t thay can be fit tccl toGether o.nd mo.p the 
whole area. One po..ge o. month to be :Printed i n O\.~!' me<,'l.ium. This is n splonded idea 
and one we wonld like to see OO C0Jll1Dli shed. How c·a n we do i t7 Has nn;yono cmy su.g­
gcsti ns7 

Our po-Go size is S! x 11 inches C'.ncl four of these would mf'.k iJ :1. mrcp 17 by 
22 inches which would be a da.ndy size. Ho·wover, a. mim ®O{!,raph is so nrr :c.:r.::;od th~t 
c ·' ch pnge must hrwe mnrr:ins. Tho stencil controls thh difficulty ancl the 1·oguln.r 
pages would h~vo to be t : immcd to fit t C:J&;e ther. Th!l.s would give us a. mf'l.p about 14 x 
18 inches. Our !'!.rca frr.~ m Floridn to Onta rio is "· f~.l'$.Y shnped piece of ln.nd, sorno­
wh[\t like a. rrvrr r,bont to ff'll down. Still, : .. t mit;ht be possible to no.ke nn outline 
mr.p shoHing tho rivers 2.nd mounta.i..s tho.t would be useful. 

Tho next thing y:rould he t he problem of sp0tti ttg in tho bo.mi.ino; st:\.tions. 
Vle think tho.t 0verJr pln.co whe r e birds h n\N'> bec·n banded Elhould be d osi{::n!tt od. Active 
stations by o. sr,l::Lll circle :::~~1'ld. pl lil.C<tlS \~l1 ere birds hn..vc l)c<;n banded. L1 yco.rs " ·no by 
or "vaco.tior." st.::ttions, with n bl~ok ·dot . Jll~ch ):l!i.tEl woulri bonr n number with art 
appropri .::-.to key. VThn.t do you think:? 

I · .. 



REGARDING COMPARA~J;~IVE TABULATIONS 

Some members hlilve pointed out t~1EJ weeknes .ses in comparative ta.bul~tiGl'lS of 
birds b a.ndecl at .. evcr.:;W. statio·ns . 'Such we6knesses 0·Xi(lt , but can be corr ected to a. 
degree by a standard rat'ing o f , the band.il'l.i1:· stc.ti,9ns.; Once thes~ ratinl';a aro .ex­
tablished, t,b,en , when a bander · s~birlits d:a.t!:\ for .comp'a.:dson he should g ivt3 his :eating 
with · the material. These ra.t iligs , •cif 'CO'\l se 1 will change as the aotiviti~s of the 
bander changes , but at all times they will be judged and d0si gno,t ed by the bm'ldBr 
himself. 

' . 
In th:e matter of traps t one station may 'havo mEa.J1.Y more th ··n nnotb:e:t and 

SO tr•ap mo!'e Qird.n ·in a given poriocl . 'l'llOi"efo.re, it i s SU"fgest,::; rl tho:t (;:I:I.Ch band.or 
have IJ. ti'ap r at ing , Obviously an S-cell trap will catch more bil:'ds t!')., n 'a onGJ- ce11 
tre;p in a day , so the r a ting sho'uld state the tGtaJ. ·of cells rather th~m tb.nt of 
traps . A s i ne;le-cell sho\l.ld count as 1 and an 8- ccll should count as 8. 

'llro.:ps such as tho Govol:'l'l1!1 0rLt Sp~l;l 'ow , Hous0 JPabian., Mod.~s~o al).d all. funnel 
or mfl.ze traps l."eally h:we 1 ma i n cell, but l'IJ'-\Y tn.ko aovereJ. 'Girds at t'l. time . It is 
suggestod t,h," t these grouJ'ld-ope;n.ing tr ,'Xt? S ~·o cone idered ,..,.s 5 l.lui h ··~ch . Granting 
tl;l.a.t the kincb of tJ;"Q.]JS wUl a.Ji'foct tho s e'Ci:es of b'irdo ca1.tgl:;\t, some c.lon t.o t ru.lJ 
types should bo p l t:\ced i n the r ;. tina; . It i e thought th t tro.p~ cn.n bp g ro:u,)od into 
4 g eneral clcsae s . 

Each pull-string tro.p cnn be dQ!ilig}).o.ted. t.:t.s lPS. Tho to :p-01Nn~ng; traps ; 
such o.s tho Brertklo co.n be called TO.. An: E<-coll Bremckle could thtm be Cl-.\llod ST<D . 
Then there is tho lo.rge assortment of ground-op(mi ng tr~ps , me;ny of them .single cell 
vlith a vertical sliding door or a doo r c l oilGd. in some manne r 'by a f al t>o bo.-l:.tom m· a 
stop tripped by tho bird. ED.ch of those could oo considered a.s lGO •. Tho funnol.and 
maze trnps, as mentioned above· D.rc ~:.leo ground-opening trn.ps but for the .?.bove? tJt8-tod 
reason it is su.~:go:~tod that each lie· considered as 5GO. Tho fou'rth class vrould ·con.­
sist of ~J.ll spo~ial trapsr such ns Srrift Tr2:ps, VToodpockor Traps, otc. and be ·do.si~ 
natcid with the letter s~ 

Tho ~ imo :ln t1ny pe riod · :~.llotocl to bD..nding viould also bo. b. factor in com-
.P• rison·s, p."U'tictt1nr1y du.dng . mi:~r.-:-.tioM , so a clew to ~he t:Lm l !3mont -hoi;tld bo 
givon in any r :·.tint:,; ' ' ~'t 'is sug ~oa tod. thn,t all ~vor ._,c trapRl ng any is a. mtt.ximum of 
13 hrs. Hohctn if (:1. lla;hdi'ng stn tiQn io opc:t;> f.l.t cd d.EI.Dy thtmu.fW:l t.ht:> month of September 
it wo ta-a be· ill OpGr~~ion 390 hrs . If opc l'~t ·ed only on Snturdtiy j.ftor·'l· . o~li'J nnd Sun­
days_ a:11 ·sc1? t 0rrl 't:), r i t would 'be r A.t ct ;;l.S 78 hrs. The numbol.' of :timo s tho. trr.p~ nt'e 
inspectorl duri: :tg li. d:l.J' would b,la0 h:w c t:U1 r~f oct , but H is ass'Uined. thr,t b nd rs 
alweys Visit tho trcxps frequently when set. 

,. Jl:l.ho1iy; some clc\v as to th'e trrp '.s 'stJ.rrou"nd:!. ng~ .should be spl')difio<J:.~ A : 
shdl:"t dTi!SOt'iptlon. such o.s ' · "Open fiolcHq ifJ. hcd..gerotvj or smr..ll woodl.".i1d 1100.:!:' gn.f'don" 
shovld. be gi von. · ' · 

Thon wo h rwc John Br6wn1 s bru1di n~~ stn.tion conC!hbt~g of a pull;-stping in 
tbb gnrdcn • 5 two-cell top-opening tr(il.ps in a no~rby woodland 'lrTi th o. 6-coll Brcnoklo 
Md a Govcnnmen.t Spnrro.w Tro.p i n .n.n opo.n fil::lld . It t:Ul trn.ps wcrp operl". tod du.ily 
t1..u~1ng tho \'hole month of Soptombor, th.on his rating wou;Ld X' l! :'l.ll as fo l l ows : 

~ • I 

·John Brown~ Newton~ Gn., lP~ ip' GLJr.den, 16TO nen.rby woodland, 5GO open 
field, Totn.l 22 Units 390 hrs • 

.A rr.ting of this kind apponrs somcwhr.:~t involved, yet co~sidod~s tho many 
factors influ:..:.c5.: <.: b:·;:'lirig it only givos the bn.ro tlotn.ils. 



RECOVERIES 

A Robin wearing band 41-232773 was caught and later released by some boy~ 
about July 3rd, 1943 at Dumont, N. J. The incident was reported by Miss Mildred 
Hauser of Harrison St.,. Dumont, N.J. toW. R. Stone, County Agricultural Agent at 
Hackensack, N.J., who , in turn reported it to B. S, Bowd~sl;l of 1~ewark, N.J. Mr. f 
Bowdish notified us. Who banded this Robin? · · 

Grackle wearing band 35~ 3361+76 was found crippled by Mrs. Tucoulat of, 
Hillsdale, N. J. on July 22nd, 1943. The information followed the same channels as 
the incident concerning the Robin. Dr. H. c. Gadenier of Montvale, N. J, banded the 
Grackle on July 13th, 1943. 

NEWS FOR THE BIRD BANDER 

Chcl.rle s J. Spiker of Branchport, N. Y. reports the banding of 299 new birds 
from Jan. 1st to Aug. 1st, 1943. Among these were one each of 3 new species for his 
station , Long- ear ed Owl , Bobolink and Henslow Sparrow. Since the fi....lds on his farm 
are no t cuJ.:tiV'at.ed tli. i s year he h~a noticed a change in the bird life around his 
banding station v:rhicb. col;l.sists of a trap · line one half mile long in open fields and 
along hedg e-rows . Becaus e he r.;a:n 1 t ,g;e t fl a sh-light ba t t eries this year he will be 
unabl o t o band .any swal~o .. s in a neal•by ma rsh a t ni gh t . Mr . S.p i ker \~l ri t e e tha t 
Stutdeya,nt , one of ·u .s 1iea.rby ban(le r s is doi~g ~~ ~ l a nd of f i ce busines s with :Ba rn and 
Cliff Swa.llows~ " His totEJ-1 was in the hvJ').dr ed !'l Gf.l.T l y in J ul y wi th a s econd ne st i ng 
still to be workod. 

Raymond T. Fuller of Vlintcrton, N, Y. :; :. rchcd for n nest of a Broad wing 
Hawk in~hc surrounding 6 miles of hio station for weeks. He finally found it within 
400 ft. of his back door~ 35 ft. high in a hemlock. As he climbed to tho nest tho 
yeung fl ew away . "trl'0uldn 1 t you kn0\1 it wo ·, ld ):). appcn that way? 11 Mr. Fuller sends in 
the f irst report on h,is Whit o-thit'ont SpF.Lrro w b£-,ndi ng. He has banded 137 and as yet 
has hud no t a singl e return . Ho al so repor ts t e banding of 7 young Groen Herons and 
wonders if .tho s t r:.tect band size ~ No. 4 ) i sn 't too small • 

.Actively banding siilCe 1927 , Dr . V!oocl of Hn.rrisburg, Pa. reports that the 
;fi·;rst fore i gn 'b,'?.ndcd bird t r nppod by bim was caught on Aug. 17th, thi-s yc :cr. Ho cc:o.1-
s:t·dered it a yo l.J.pg f omal c Pur ._)lo Gra ckl e , It. wore band 42-326456. As he believes 
there nrc no banders 1rithin 75 miles of his ·station, he is wondering who ban<lod this 
b i rd . Members checl< your records and drop him a card if it is your bird. 

''Ye Ed" c1:1,n t t resi t the tempt ".t ion to mention that a Catbird, believed to 
be an a.dul t, whon b ndod on J ul y 10 , 1936 , hes just appon.rod ill hi s t.r o.ps 3g8.il'l f or 
the EIGHTH consecutive y0a r . This b i rd vhitor might be c llod ~ 11 ro~l e-,r e,uy11, 

Ba nded on t he tlbovo da t o it wr.>. s back Ma;y 14, ' 37 : M:\Y 6, 138 ; Mey 9, 139 : Mey 16 , 1 40 ; 
Sept'. 26 , 1 41 ; May 3:. 1 42 .11nd back agnil1 Aug . 15, 1943 . 

B, s. :Jowdish of Dom.:1.rost , ii'l. J. ~"Yr i t tn s thz-.;t ho l'l F\B suc ocodcd. in bo.nding 
64 now Bl u e .J o,ya i n th0 l£1,s t 132 d~s . Tl.i.iG Jo.y :populn ti.on is i p f\dclition t0 s ovoral 
:r,o t urns a nd r pco.t s . As n t empera y .pQpu1o.tion of Blue J ays on an ar.ee. 100. x 200 
fe et, he i;hi ok ~ t h i is n pretty good 11tunbor . All me>mber s will ~roc . :S.."l.ndil~ con­
s i dered by months f or h i s j ays nr o a.s f ollow.s : April 15- 30 , 4; Mr.cy- , 5 ; Jqu; , J. S ; J ul y , 
27; o.nd August up ·co th e 25th ,l0 . July 4th wns h:Lgh dey whon 7 ,j ozy-s were taken i n 
t he trC~.ps . A fnmil~' of 5 wor e caught r1t one time i n o. w.:~t or 'tr fi , the fi r s t four 
bei ng caught i n tho usu<:~.l wxy und 'the fifth ho.d only hie h oo.d i n t ho trn.p vhon t hf; 
door shut und h l d it. I t wn.s t ol oa.scd ¥lith o. bo.nd none the wo:rs o fozo its oxpor i cncm . 



DR. WOOD DISCUSSES BAl-IDHTG PROJECTS 

"Projects depend entirely upon · pportunity. In turn, this depends on 
the birds, their local activ.ities and the apecies which visit a station. A suc­
cessful project would depend more upon the abundant species, rather than any strag-

~ glers. Some projects depend upon the percentage of returns of the most abundant 
species." 

11 If a study ' is made of the time of molting, of the order of molt of any 
special se·t ,of feathers of a given species, many birds .of this species wov.ld be 
needed through· many months. Diets as a project are related to local growth con~ 
ditions. Take this as an axiom: Birds feed on local food and according to season. 
My brief studles .indicate this. During summer and early tall, polk berries, which 
g-.~.-ow alnmdantl;r at Harrisburg, Pa. are eaten avidedl7 by Catbirds and Robin1, but 
when dried a.n4 r.,.10ftened1 or kept in a retrigerator until atter the aee.aon is long 
passed, will not bo touched by these birds. In western New York where buckwheat is 
commonly grown, Starlings and other birds eat the seeds in great quantities. At 
Harrisburg, where no buckwheat is grovm, no birds will eat buckwheat. In New Englm,, 
bayberries are eaten in great quantities, mostly in the green soft styge, but even 
as white dried berries. In Pennsylvania, where none of these barrios grow, bayberry 
bushes, freshly brought from Bhodo Island, were no attraction for any birds, warbler 
or others. Students should not be mis-leocl by the local eating habits of birds. A 
well-known inycstigator examined tne stomachs of Crown and decl;;1.red th,.,,t grasshopper 
and buckwheat formed a laree porcontt1.go of their diet, but he fl'liled to impress upon 
his ror.dcrs th::tt vhcro thcso birds wore dissected, was whore these . insects wore ver~· 
numerous and th2.t buckwheat w~"s .one of the most abundant grains gra Hn. 11 

11A valuable point to be derived from all this, is that it is of little 
usc to plant food plants to attrn.ct birds in localities whore tho birds will not 
recognize them as food plru1ts at that particular spot even though they do eat them 
at distant locations. Such a subject ncccls more study by those bando:·~s having tho 
opportuni tics. 11 

11 To assist in tho setting up of projects banders should be invited to send 
poctP.l, which can be cn.sier hnndlod and filed, a. list of tho most m.JI!Iorous birds 
they band, tho birds which give all recoveries, tho species with most l~cturns, 
species on which nesting stullies or datr:c has boen collected, specius with longest 
flights, birds rrith grelltcst RgCS ovu:r 5 years, special invostig~.tions now being 
co.rriod on, otc, Such a c~rd from my st·-tion would road like this' 

BIRDS MOST BANDED: G:ro.cklGs, Robins, Catbirds 
RECOVERIES: 1 Grackle 
MOST RETURNS: Catbirds, Robins, Song Sparrow 
AGES: Catbird, Robin 
!ifESTING: Bluebird, Bnrn Sw~Jllorv, House Wren 
NEST BANDING: Most nmn.ll birds includ.ing B. C. Night Heron 
LONGEST FLIGHT: B. C. Night Heron to Cuba, Robin to La. Song 

Spn.rrow R. I. To Fla. 
SPECIAL STUDIES: T1:1.il plum[).go of Robins nnd Juncos 

.... ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . 
(Name) (St. Address) 

(Da.te, Town and State [1,~ppcar in tho post-mark of posk,,l) 

Dr. Harold B. Wood, 3016 N 2nd St., Harrisburc;, Pa. 

Vlhy not send such a card to Dr. Vlood at your 01:1.rliest convonioncc, 
setting forth tho do.ta for ~rour station as outlined. A very import·nt index 
of infor: ·ntion sources can be cstA.blishod this way. 
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11BU Y WAR SAVINGS STAMPS AND BONDS" 
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