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Raymond J. Fleetwood of Round Onk, Ga, reports on his bnr1ding from July 1, 
1942 to July 1, 1943. During this period he banded 4,~50 birds. Of this tott::~.l, 
4,320 were Chimney Swifts. Enclosed with tho report is an interesting tabulation of 
his rccov8ries f~om all over tho country. EBB.A plans to save. the account of his 
Swift banding and recoveries for a later issue. At this time, tho bo1anco of. 530 wil 
be commented upoh. 

Of t.hese 530 birds of several species, 246 wore Bluebirds, all h:mded this 
summer, with tho exception of 30 banded last year. Most of those. Bluebirds were 
fledglings obtained from go riesting boxos on tho Piedmont Wildlife Rcfw~c. Some of 
these boxes contain the third brood of the seo,son D..t"ld Mr, Fleetwood estimates- that 
he will be able to band at least 75 moro young before the close of tho breeding 
season this year. 

Among the birds banded wo:C"e l.j. :Brown-headed Nuthatches \Vhich wero reared in 
a nesting box at hoadq_uartors b:~r tho SDI!le pair which ren,ro.d n. brood in tho vicinit;~r 
l[).st year, Tho young and parents \'Tore b:\nded last year r'.nd the new brood this year 
was also banded. 

A p~Jr of Flickers tried to enlarge the entrances on sovero.l Bluebird boxes 
and finally decided to usc the ·box made from o.. hollow log that contained. l~ young 
Bluebirds, Those young ,~wro thrown out \:ri t~ tho ncstir..g material. Tho cavity WL\S 

enlarged b;}7 tho Fl.~ckors and they r11ised 3 young. Those were .banded o,s was tho male 
Flicker of the pair. . 

Last winter Mr. Fleetwood cn.ught 112 Slate Colored Juncos. Of these 12 
were returns from previous years, During the sDII\o period 116 Chipping Sparrows 
entered his traps, 20 of which had bocn bilndod in p·rcvious yeo;rs. 

Mr. Fleetwood operates o.bout 10 traps anil 2 of those .o.re Fo.binns, a large 
one which is not vory successful nnd a smaller mo. The Sl:lall ono once took B birds 
at a time. 2. Carclinal, 3 '\'lhite-thro:-<.ts, 3 Juncos and a Song Spr~rrow. On thn,t day th\ 
tre1.p took 16 individuals, tho best co,tch for tho season. While Field $prcrrows were 
abundo,nt he onJ.::r co,ught 1 new birll but took 2 returns. 

Vl'11ilo bonding Bluebirds he foc;.nd 2 broods thqt hn.d boon killed by nnts and 
one destroyed by f _lying squirrels. Another box, containing 4 eggs, hZ!.cl ~1osting. 
m11torinl above tho eg;>;s and ::J,nothor sot of eggs above the first sot. 

He bc-mded 30 Cardin.o,ls in tho vicinft~! ir~ 1942 but w1:1.s uno,qlc to catch a 
single barirled individui\l last winter although he got 10 new ones in his trnps. 
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OUR FRIE}IDS, THE FLICKERS 

A Bander asks, "Did you ever see a nest of Flickers with all young birds 
exactly the name size7 11 All will agree that there is often considerable variation 
in the size of most siolings of every species, out the question is an interesting 
one, Lieut Burt L. Monroe, now of the Army 1 out formerly State Ornithologist of 
Kentucky, visit ed the oanding station of Dr. Wood at Harrisburg, Pa., late in June. 
Commenting on a nestful of Flickers in Dr. Wood1 s vegetable garden, Lieut. Monroe 
said it was the first orood he had ever seen with the young all the same size. Dr, 
Wood attrioutes this happy state of affairs to the size of their home. Originally~ 
the oird house was a part of a round wooden porch pillar on Dr. Woo d• s front porch, 
- -d.iscarded. in house al t erations , witb a l ittle judiciou s cutting it became a Flicker 
house. IJ!he inside ca.v i ty i s 6-ft i~nches in diameter a nd ~ inches deep. In this house 
5 eggs we"! e l e.id. On Ju.ne 8 four hatehed out one fl edgli ng died 3 days lator. All 
were banded at the age of 6 days and the parents banded also. On July 2 tho young­
stern l eft the nest at the age of 24 days . Foroush gives the usual time as 14 to 16 
days in a natural nest. The difference in time prooably hinges on the size of the 
cavity. In a natural nest at 16 · deys they Qro overcrowded and the young probab1y 
leave with less chan6e of survival than young~ters in a larger nest, older and 
stronger and better fitted to make their \vay in the world. 

It is Dr. Wood 1 s belief that tho natural Flicker cavity is never large 
enough in diameter t o perm!i. t oquaJ. fo ed.ing of th€ ~oung , heme~ t);lay: vary greatly in 
size , stl"eng·th and rosi stance . B~do:rs should. enoour a;g(! the maki ng o:f Flickoir 'boxes 
JilSt as thoy dl.o houses for 'more oa.sic;r a ttracted speci e-s. Tho box s.ho V.ld be a..t loa sb 
5 inches i ·n i11side diamet er and •6 inche~ deep bE:llow the entrance. Tho cntroo.ce eM 
be s quare or any sb,~pe . Car e shou1d bo taken t e preven·t 'Starlings from .Uront\ng 11 

the bo~ before and af t er tho ~lickors a rrive. 

BA}IDING AT BARTRAM' S GARDEN 

Dr. Edward E. Wildman of Pocono Manor , Pa.. writGs : 11Thh Spring I boge.n 
b~nding at· B·&.rtrW'!I 1 s Ga r den, t he very spot. Whex<c Alexander W.ilson· began h i S study of 
b.ir<is , un.dor the friettdly gui danc e of William :aa r tram, son of tho bottmist. [\hi s is 
a classic spot in ou r i ltt·crest i ng booby, 'f (H ' t hese bil"ds must be the diro<;t do­
scend;at:l'ts o f those Wil aop f'i rs·t s t udied, or t hat Willi:;a:m Bartram studied , for he 
turned over all of his notes to Wilson, so he really was our pioneer. 11 

Dr • . ?li:l,dman usuall y bands for enly a few wec;~ks in mid- sun1Ine r , ye t in tho 
past 6 y.ea.rs he ho.s banded a t otal of 428 'birds. Surpr isingly, , 222 Gf tb,c6e hD~vo· 
b een Chippi ng Spa rrows . 11I t ho'L18hil not'hd.l'lg of tij i s , 11 ho ·writes , "As t llcac Mrdo are 
so C3asily ce.ught and I $Upp<:ls·ed. QV:mryono el se \Vt;~.S gett ing them. Yot , only two or 
thr<:3 c Ust them runong the i r sp .. ocies in EliDA o r IBM, except i n very pmall number;;; . 
How is this?ll 

Dr . Wil dnlan reJlorts plent~' of r ot:urns , out so far no one else h.,as f ound. 
ono of his biras. He gets a roJ.Ott iv:o:Llf' lMge n'limb:cr of imme.turcs l e.to il'). tho sum .. 
mer and ~~ees wi th ~aym0n~ ~ . Fuller tha t b~de~$ ~cod a handoook on passeri~cs a t 
tla. i s s'oa,ge . ( EB13.A NUS , Vol 6. 1.) His plac e of banding i s at a.n eleva.tio.'n of ~300 
ft . and. points 0ut thr~.t tho stati oh of MrU"i on A. Boggs c£ WE¥ynesvilloe , N .• C. ia als<:l 
a high country station and wohder if She. gets Chippies there, also. 

Mrs . ;Fi~J.der , Katonah , N. Y. bt~;ndor mot Dr. Wildman at Pocono Manor l ca.st 
summe~ and he hopes tb~t if ~Y b~nder is in the ~eighborho0d tla.is summer the~ wili 
l ook him u.p . Tho resort is so neo.rl y pi'imeva.l tb.a.t its 3000 acres h "..V@ n0t yet seen 
&n ]mglish Sp~rrow , Sta~ling er pigeort nesting tho~e in 41 yoars . 
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TIPS ABOUT TRAPS 

George Dock, Jr. of Scarsdale, N.Y., sends us his experiences with some 
kinds of traps tn general uGe, We use direct quotes, slightly dusted off by the 
censor: 

11 I h~.ve tried the fa.netl Fa'bi an in al l manner of 1 ikely apo t s and in some 
spots that were not so likely . Bet;veen us f ol ks, it work o best in my sector, by con­
verting it i nto a. sort of Modesto with a curved funnel entrance right on tho g rotmd 
level il.nste ad. of the tunnt;~l which constantly fills with rain water and. defies any 'bird 
that i c not a Mer ganser or a contortionist. In this manner I am gottinr.· mo r e l"irds 
with H , ospecial l y Robi ns , Grackl es and Doves. I v.so both f eed ancl a w~. t cr 11an in 
this Fab:la.n a,.s l';~.re t:. , e"l.nd it has · worked well for Vbtcr-thrushes and E!Vr.m Yl!lllow-thro ats 
Tho good old :Brencl~le-J3coJ.s, Pot·t ol'S and Fals&-bo t toms r oa11y do moo t of tho wor k a t 
my sto.t i on . The Cohas s e t is SL poor performer hero, although I ha ve me ' ,ur ad tho 3 inch 
drop from lip to wat er witb cali.:p 0re to. 'be sura tha t I folJ,oWod i nstructio ns . Also 
jus t try to got a bird. ou t of the Cohar.se t without chloroform , a cro w'bnr a :a d a g a11('; of 
'beat 0rs recruited ifrom t he nearest ki i1dor gartcn to drivo the b'ird. around to t he s ~do 
wher e tho ga thori ug cae;o squats hopefully . " 

In clcfon EHJ of all tra.ppin.g oqi.).ipment, it must bo r0mombo1•od tha t some trap s 
will work fino i n ouc p~. acc and bo us elo s a t ru1othar . Why this is t.ruo is unknown 1 

but it is eo. Tho suggested ontranco fo~ tho Fabian soundu like a good idoa ~1d 
c0rtn.inly sho 1l d surmo~mt tho rain 1Jro1)1cm . Wha t M;r. Dock sayE> about the Cohusoot 
ha s boon eubsta ltia t ·d 'by manner fD.thox banders, yet in certain place s it works well. 
Each to his OWl tli1st 0 , as t~'lc old l l'l.dJr ao.icl when she kissed the cow• 

TO KEEP THEM DRIPPING 

Rippling wu.tor is moro attractive to birds than watar that sits still , Tho 
common method of co n0cting rt:ppli 11g wn.tor '(lith a tl•ap, is t0 hang o, buol<:ot ot wat or 
t:i.bov e p e-.. n 1.}.ndcr a trap and l e t it drip . Dl•ipp il"lg is caused i n a. num11 or ef \'ll'ays, 
e ithor by R. petcock from n cnr 1•a.dia tor or gas s tove , or by a na il h.ol o in tho buckot· , 
to. Tho 11 bug " i n this control 0f t ho drip i s tha.t oaoh has a t0ndoncc to clog . A 

cov or on ~rour wo.tcr po.il will l~cep th o wo.toJ.• eJ.oanor and sto·p some cloggi ng. Somo havo 
found tho:b n. l arger hole in the buckot wHh a. r ng pulled thru tightly , will work bat­
t er than. any other w~. The r ag works a s a wick and i'On 1 t clog . 

Last November , boforo Her'bcl•t Houst.on of WGwno, Pa. 'bocruno e. part of Uncle 
Som• s fi ghh!1ll; forces, ho sont EBBA a dio.g rEltn of how he keeps his trnps dripping. His 
system is ulmost t ho sruuo a s t.ho one il:I.1J.s t r a.tod in the Doc., 1941 issue of tho INIJ\ND 
NEWS. For t hoeo who didn ' t soc thh illustr.'ltion, EB:B.A will go over it lightly. Tho 
co nt !.\i ner is auspondod ovor tho trap i n .t ho u sual manner with a glnss tube immersed 
i n t ho wn.t or. To t he t op of thia tub o, a. EJmall rubber hoso is nttnch.ocl G.nd so fastened 
thnt it will not lcin.k ns it goe s ovor tho t op of tho container and down in tho directio 
of t he pa be low. Tho flow of water thru tho tv,bo is controlled by n J. nboro.tory cl c1.mp. 
'to stnrt tho wntor flowi~ drm-v on tho ho s e ~n t ho aruno manner ns nny o t Lor siphon, If 
properl;J' arranged this sot-up will not clog. EBJ3A hns n longth of r ubber hose and n 
c13J!lp which will be gl ndly sent. to any OL\C""J.dor vho wishes to try t .1i s r.w chod in oxchnngo 
for postage, 

Dr. Wood reports M. J. MCJ.goo of Sault Stc. Mario uses a pipe on or under tho 
surface of tho ground. with n.n elbow at tho end. This elbow hns a pi c:co of brass or 

~ copper soldorecl over t ho end with n pinhole in 'it, He then ~1ns a hn;1d. valve to de- . 
crease tho flow of ., ,'l.t or 'I"'Thich m11kos o. founto.in an inch high in tho midcUo of n concrot 
basin, built under t ho trnp. This docs nwa~r with "toting" water and uses very little, 
yet makes all tho r i pples noodod.. 

' Good o..d.v:lco with nny water trn,p set up i s keep ;;•our wntor d.ri:pp ing n.t all 
times ;'l.nd. a'bovo all keep it clean. 



MORE CANADIAN BANDING DATA 

In addition to the interesting reco~eries of birds banded by Dayton Murphy 
at Wellington, Ontario, listed in the Ma.y Issue of EB13A NUS, several more are tabu• 
lated below: 

Blue-winged Teal Returns and Recoveries 

Banded· Oct, 1, 1 38 .. shot in Sargent County, N. D, by D. Carter , Oct. 5 • ' 4o 
11 Oct, 2, 138- Returned to place of banding, Oct . l ' 39 & Sopt . 1, 1!.~1 
11 Oct, 1, 138- shot at Killarney, Manitoba by F. Stev~nson , Sept . 16 , 14o 
11 Sept. 25 t40.: shot at Braddockts B2~, N. Y. by L , Buckley, Oct, 16 , •4o 
11 Oct. l, 139- shot at Puerto Padre, Oriente , Cuba. by C, Po nte , Oct . 26 . •4o 

Canada Goose 

Banded Apr. 26, 138- killed by Eskimo in James B~~. date unknown, 
11 Apr. 26, 138 .. shot a.t Mn.ttamuskott, 1'-I, C, by Mrs. J, w. Wilson, Nov. 2, •4o 

Black Duck 

· Banded at 9harles Mills Reserve ir, Ashlund Co., Ohio on Dec. 23, 139 was shot at West 
Lake, near Wel+ington on Nov. 1, •40. 

MORE ABOUT BANDING IN THE MERRY MONTH OF MAY 

In tabulating the catch from the 5 banding stations in the New .York area 
for the June issue of EBBA }!US, v,re retgrot at e. bird of one more species was inad .. 
vertently obmittod. This was a Downy Woodpecker banded by Beecher s. Bowdish and the 
only station to catch one in this particular period. It should also have been mentionc 
that the records for the Manhasset Junior bird Banding Club wero compiled through tho 
courtesy of their member, Frank Sarnowski. · Frank did a splendid job and deserves 
credit. 

Richard Fischer, who operates a station within the limits of the area shown 
on the may in our June issue also had a big run of birds during May. Fischer is so 
busy teaching general science in Malvern, th."-l.t we overlooked him. Trust him to band 
birds somehow, even if'ho hns to get up in tho middle of tho night to do it. Here­
ports that May S and 9 were record days at his station. On the 8th he trapped 30 new 
birds and next day he succeeded in taking 54 more. Highlights for tho 2 days were 
35 White-throats of which two-thirds wore females, 17 Catbirds and 6 Scarlet Tanagers, 
3 of each sex. On M~ 20th, young v~dals visited his trapping area and destroyed 6 
of his best traps including his famous 10-coll combination Potter and Top-opening trap , 
Rewards, police investigations and .what-have-you failed to uncover tho culprits, but 
more traps will rise from the ruins·, .. if EB:BA knows this bander. 

HOW TO sniP ' TIOKS A}ID WHERE 

Mrs, Leslie A, Stauber, our banding member who is interested in ticks found 
on birds , h::.t.a moved from Port ~Torrls , N, J. and matcl"iol should now be sent to her in 
caro of the Post Offi~e, Stol ton, N. · ;r • Mrs. Stauber suggests that banders use care 
in oollocting· these "cri ttora ". First , for health's sake and secondly, so that the ~. 
specimen can bo studied when rec,~iv(9d, · It is not nocessnry to crush or kill a tick 
to c:.:Ji!?turo him, Place it in o. small :vi~l or a small tin container, such as· contr'loined 
aspirin t able ts . If tho tick stl'llrves to death in transit, no one will be deeply 
grieved. Ticks when present nro us~nlly fo und on the honds of birds. 
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WOULDN'T YOU KNOW IT WOULD HAPPEN? 

On Feb, 7, 1943 Beecher s. Bowdish of Demarest, N, J. trapped a Myrtle 
Warbler wearing band No. 14o·5535. and at once realized that it was a bird banded at 
some other station. The bird was captured TWICE the same day and the number recorded 
carefully, so he is sure there was no mistake in the reading. Mr. Bowdish reported 
tniS. • .captv.re to Washington and was informed that the band had been issued to William 
~o~nson of Knoxville, Tenn., but had not been reported as used, as yet, Letters to 
¥~ Johnson i~ regard to the recovo~J were returned by the postoffice for a better 
ad:~ress. Finally,.,..through the fine cooperation of the Tennessee Ornithological So­
ciety, Mr. Johnson was tracked down as living on R. F. D. 4, Knoxville. A letter 
from Mr. Johnson finally carne back to. Mr. BOwdish, stating that he had never banded 
a Myrtlo Warbler in his life. Further more, he stated that he still had band No • . 
14o-5535 in his possession. Gr-r-~r. Tho only explanation for such a mystery is 
-the thought that someone must have received and used an incorrectly nvmbcrod band. 
This case illustrates, why it is well for all banders to check the numbers of the 
bands they roceivo for duplication and errors, - a tedious task, but one that is very 

' itnportant": It is regretted that this record will probably forever remain incomplete, 
unless one of our readers can solve the riddle, 

' TWO MYSTERIES SOLVED, THANK YOU 
·' 

"· ·.· ·In tho May issue of the loTUS, (Page 2 and 3) Blue Jay 37-302750 and Starling 
4o-258793~were reported as recovered in Flushing, L. I., N.Y., but their place and 
date· 9f banding remo.inod somewhat of a mystery, Through the good offices of our 
member, Chandler S, Robbins, formerly of Gorham, N. H. but now employed at the 
Patuxent Research Refuge, Bowie, Md., tho records have been completed. Mr. Robbins 
while:> at the Bird Banding Office in Wo,shington, looked up tho records and forwarded 
them to us. Tho Blue Jay was banded on April 21, 1938, at Flushing by Robert Ralston! 
The Starling wa.s also banded in Flushing on Nov, 19, 1941 by L, K. Hutton of Ulster 
Park, N. Y. 

Mr. Bobbins also informs us that a Whi to-throat was captured at: tho Po.tuxen\ 
Refuge, Bowie , Md. on May 7, 1943 , which was bn.ndod by Will iam Wharton o.t 'Groton, 
Mass, on Sept . 26, 1942. Another contri"bution to the 11Vlhit c•throat Department is 
relayed to EBBA by B. s. Bowdish. A member of this species bonded by h im ~t Demarest, 
N, J, on Nov. 9 1 1942 was found dead Feb, 8, 1943 at Short Hills, N. J. by Mrs. H. E. 
Wilson. 

COLOR BANDING OF SMALL BIRDS 

All birds banded at tho Patuxent Research Refuge, Bowie, Md. h:we a red, 
celluloid bo.nd on the right leg and the usuru. band on the left. This applies to all 
sma.ll birds and should not be confused with color-bnnded gulls or herons. This oamc 
combination was used on about 125 Bla.ck•crowned Night Herons at Wal thnm, Mass. 3 or 
4 years ago. 

NEVIS FOR THE BIRD BANDERS 

Howard Mohnkcn of Brooklyn, N. Y., plo.ns to ten.ch science this fall in a. 
school near Trenton, N. J, If he co..n find a good spot to band nearby, we can be sure 
thnt some more N, J. birds will be wearing bands. 

Dr. Paul c. Gattcrdnm of the Gundersen Clinic, La Crosse, Wisconsin, is 
part iculnrly i nterestod in tips on tho feeding and care of young hmvks and owls. If 
the reader has any data on this, please pass it along. 
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