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BANDING IN THE MERRY MONTH OF MAY 

In these days of Victory (#l.rdens, everyone is fa.milia.:r witl'l a. garden hose and. 
their adjustable no.zdes . For no c) t her reason t h a.n ,htst whimsy , we are gain£!; to .om .. 
p <:o:t.•e the northward flight of migi'ants this spring, along the Atlanti c Coact , t o a 
{;;arden hooe . It wil l be recal led that the fi:t'S t week of May and the preceecU 1g wookt:~ 
were wet and cold. Possibly this has some bearing on th0 compari~on. 

It is commonly believed thli!.t bird m:!.g r atinn. follows c~ae1t lines and 'vaterw~s . 
rVa,kit~g tho valley of the Delawa.ro from Philadelphia to Trcn,to.a t ~. J. as thc1 westf?.rn 
,. tde of tho hose J'llnd as th$ oast rn sic1e , tho A lantic Co ast , we .drop th·e LJ,Ozzle of 

·' ~ i·.hu hose about eo miles east of Trenton and l ot the wat er (or bir ds ) spray 0ut from 
l .:l1is spot . By looking at tho !'lkotch elsewhorEl in this 1issuo , it will 'bG ecen tha t 

~·h nozdc point s at New York C ity~ I:f birds do follow Vfl.lleyo and ah~re l~n.oo , thoy 
w:1uld c1~oss Staton I s1und and ci thor f'ollo iV the Hudson north Oll hop from S·t.n.ton I 1 ~nd 
+.;; bb.e sou.thwostorn tip of Long Isl and , cross Long Island in ~- northea.sto:r.ly dirett
\ on and ifly up into New Engl and. Cert a i nly- aorne such to:utc Go t ms ·plauso.blo , It. is 
.:;f interest to tabulate the CP..tch at 5 aotivo statio:os in tho a.ro (:l. co'Tol1od by tl'l.i~ 
1spro.y duri ng May, 1.943. 

It will be noted that a late flight of White-throats was tnken at most of tho 
stations. ·particul:lrly in tho western half of tho area considered. In direct contrast 
to this movement is the catch of Grackles and Blue Ja:ys which seems to be more ap .. 
pa.ront at thQ oe.stern sto.tions . Goorgo Dock, Jr. of Sca.rsdale 1 N. Y. wri tos: 11Tho 
number of Blue Jaq :rstu1·ns wCI.s by far tho largest I hnvo ever had and coincided with 
a real invasion of now .Blue J~a , as il1dicatod by tho largo number banded in a single 
month. Since most of' these Blua Jo.ys tho.t r e t"L,rned wore birds that I ·b:J.nded as juve ... 
niles a yoar ago 1 I still go nlong with the theory. that Jays arc dofini toly migratory 
as • oung bi rite "· 

In com :~.ring th()SQ stathns a.llowanca~ must bo made for the num'ber of traps and 
the time spent in opero.t i llg tham. 'Somo stfl.tions a::re Q.Ctivo every day n.nd others n.rc 
oru' opcr.,ted on woolG-onds a.nd 1v,to ofto~noon~ . Tho goa eral arcn., such a.s open plo.ins, 

1 residential or v1oodl~nd. o:roua would .'3.lso influence tho C.':1.tch. 

A study of this t bulation. p.articularly when compo.rod with your own cn.tch at. 
your st.ntion will rovonl m1.1.ny intcro-atinb points • . EBBA wo uld like to ha:v:o comments 
on this tabulntiCJn a.nd if :possi bJ.o , ;PlrJ'l o thor such grotnings from other areas con
·t<:~.ining sovarcl a.otivo ba:1.ding atn.tions . 
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A- B.S. Bowdish, Demarest, N. J • 

:B- H,~ahnken, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
c:.. J, V, Miller, Ma.tlha.ssett N. Y. 

D- G, Gill, Huntington, N• Y. 
E- Ge Dock, Jr.; Scarsdale; N, Y• 



~ LITTLE BLUE HERON RECOVERIES 

\~~Prof, R. E, Ware of Clemson, s. c. was tol1i that to band young Little Blue Herons 
~a waste of time as the returns or recoveries were disappointing. On June 5, 1938 

he banded about 50 in n~sts on Sullivan 1 s Island, near Charleston. Of these birds 
four were later recovered and are reported, in EBBA NUS fo:r Feb, 1941. For the sake 
of the records and for the new members, we repeat these recoveries: 

38-678166 Banded 6/ 5/ 38 shot 11/5/ 39 Ogemaw County, Michigan 
38-678146 Banded 6/ 5/ 38 shot 10/26/ 33 Banta, Havana, Cttba 
3S-678497 Banded 6/ 5/33 ce.pt . 8/15/38 Central, s. c. 
38-678129 Ba nded ·6/ 5/3S shot 10/7/39 Iron River, Iron County, Michican 

Previously Prof. Ware had. banded about 100 more the year before on this same 
island. On Ma~r 14th he received the following notice: 

35-525820 banded 5/29/37 shot 2/4/43 at Jean-Robel, Haiti, 

Let ·us hope that Prof. Ware win be able to band the nP-stlings at this island 
again this ~rear. Transportation at present is ,tl;J.e onl~r obstacle. 

A BRENCKLE 118 11 SHIFTS INTO·RIGH 

Following a cold wet spring the temJlerature went up to 94 on May 8th at Demarest, 
N. J. and right with it an 8 ... cell brenckle operated by :B.S. Bowdish proved its me:cits • 
takin,g 36 birds and several returns in two days, The score while not a record, is 
what might be termed VG!'"IJ satisfactory, Here is a list of the take; for May 8th and 
9th: Catbird, 11; Oliv~backod Thrush,l; Vuery,l; Blue Ja;y-,2; Towhee,2; CardL1al,l; 
White-throated SparroYr,4; Vlhite-.crovmed Sparrow,l; House Wren,l; Golden ... winged,Yellow, 
Chestnut~sided, Myrtle, Magnoli<-l We,rbler 1 each, RcdstEtrt and Yellow Throat l each, 
Parula Warbler 2; Scarle t m~1na :;or 2, (both beautiful male·s). Beside$ those the follow-. 
ing returns were taken: l31ue- ~dne warbler bande(l May 30, i940; Towhee, male, banded 
July 27, 1940; Brown Thraaher b :mded lila;;1· 31, 1941; Catbird banded June 25, 1942 and 
a Song Sparrow ret~n. 

EVER TRY THESE BAITS? 

It has often been mentioned th::ct short pieces of string are an excellent be,it 
for orioles. Horsehair has been mentioned for Chipping Sparrows, but it hasn1 t been 
widely publicized that small strips of paper, preferably tissve paper or thin white 
cloth, is a good bait for Vlood Thrush. Recant experiments have also shown that Robins 
and Blue Ja,Jrs will use this for nesting material, In tho case of Robins, mud is a 
su~e fire bait. An inGpection of nesting material used by other spocios mi,ght rovoal 
other things than can be used as a lure for nest builders, Tho breast feathers of 
poultry are sometimes used by swallows, but it is a question as to what sort of traps 
they would. enter. Discarded sn~ke ... skins could be used in a large trapt; such as a 
house-traiJ or a good size drop trap for Crested Flycatchers. 

A D01.1BLE PLA.Y BY HAND 

... _____ Henry Ahrenhold of Manhasset, L. I,, N.Y. was called by a neighbor on May 14 to 
get a b ird out of her small greenhouse, Jumping at tho chance, on arrival he fotmd 
not one, but two Vlood 'Thrush inside, obviously a pair, After a stru<;::.~lo he c;ot thorn 
both into his gathering cr.ge and after allowing them to rest,- banded and released 
them. Mr, Ahrenhold was able to catch these birds with his hands, but a net might 
have been helpful~ lf .2,rou have any ntighbors owning a greenhouse they may be a source 
fol' CRtching more birds.~ 
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WE SEE BY THE P .APFRS 

To those skeptics who do11bt wild birds place in the comltry' s war economy, may 
we point to an Associated PreGs diSl)atch,. dated May 4, from Williamsburg. Va. This 
item reports a Barred Owl living in a hollow tree near the home of R. A. Rose of 
Bypass, Rd., that has hatched. t·wo sets of chicken eggs and is now sitting on her third 
set. EB-B4 could make se.versJ.. comments, but prefers to let each bander supply his own. 

·' 
' ··. Th13 May issue of the "Reader's Digest" contains a condensed version of an ar-

t~c~e which apj_)eared in 'tho April issue of Nature Magazine, entitled liThe Lord's Tiny 
Poul t:ry 11 , by Wi.lliam Byron Mowery. VIe recommend the reading of this to all 1)anders 
for. the hints it containc on the rearinc; of waifs and cripples of the bird world. 

In th(0 7l.~th annual report of the .Americr:tn Museum of Natural History·, New York, 
N. Y., recently made :public, all ban~lers will fervently applaud a.nCL agree with these 
paragraphs: 

' ' ' 
I 

. "Annually, AmtJrica spends more wealth per capita on education than any other 
nat)on in .tlp:e world, Vll1at concerns the mu.seum is the rigidity, conserve.tism and 
narrowness of a system which doos not take in the natural scioncos as an essential 
part .• n· · 

11We~.' at the museum, throut;h contacts with hundreds of thousands of visitors, 
have 'become eoncernod ovor tho general ignorance about na.ture and man, In this igno
rance man~r misconceptionn which arc Elinong tho fundarnont~l causes of oc:Lr pl·.osont diffi
culties t.ako root." 

11My Reader" a little school newspaper pul1lishod in Pa. and clistributod through
out thousands of prirnary grades irt tho schools of the northeast contains occasional 
articles on bird.lifo. Tho Nov. 10, 19!.~2 issue contEdns a. little write-up on wood• 
peekers and is illustrated by a photo of a Downy Woodpecker. Tho interesting thing 
about the picture is .that tho Downy dofinHoly wears a band.. No mention :i.G made of 
banding in tho article which is roc;rotod as tho youngstors often find bandod birds 
and the question a.riBos 1 

11What bander took tho pho tograph7 11 

NEWS FOR THE BIRD :BANDE:RS 

More evidence that malo Towhees dominate in spdng bandin~ is supplied by Howard 
P. Mahnken of Brooklyn, N. Y ~ (This fact has be on suggested in mMy previous issues,) 
Mr. Mahnken writes that the first 7 Towhbos banded by him this year, in lnto April 
and early IvLw cons:i.stod of 6 males and aj fomalo, At 11 Yo Editor 11 o11 station somo 30 
miles west of Mchnken .his first 2 were males; o.no a return from last yenr. 

Mrs. Florence K. DaJ..oy of Bowie, ~cxo.s, who hns banded moro th<~n 10,000 birds 
at her s1.unmer homo in tho Catskill Mts,, waG tho fe:mturod speo.ker at n meeting of 
11 Thursday Club" of Bonio. Her s1l,bjoct was 1ft. review of tho bM ding she has d.one in 
tho last 18 years. Tho talk was followocl 'f with somo nice publicity in tho 11Bowio 
News 11 • Mrs. Dcloy expc:cts to return north 1this summer and bl:-c up her activities in 
bandi n€; ::tgain. 

Air Cadet Herbert A, Houston, formo]r ~y of West Chostor, Pa. has completed his 
pre-flight tr:>.inin.g m:td is now flying. V, .1.on l e>.st heard from ho was at an air bn.so 
ip CEJJ.ifornin but oxpoctod to move on. · no o f his instructors, Dr. John Garth, is 
n.n ornithologist • so that pupil and tor:>. h ol!' h~d n.d.di tional interests in common be ... 
sides flying. 
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