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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

CLARIFYING THE RECORD

Sir:

1 have been involved this winter intwo discussions arising
from publication of my notes in EBBA NEWS. There is nothing
1ike controversy to arouse reader interest, and far more impor-
tant for the new Banding Manual sheets, to get banders really
to LOOK at their birds. So I take my lumps, and am glad to
point out some of the problems that beset us in a discipline
with no absolute standards.

1. On the Eyeline in Swamp Sparrows: this boils down to a
difference in nomenclature. I quoted R.C. Leberman as defining
the adult eyeline as "pearly white". In correspondence, and in
their recent excellent article in the Jan-Feb 1974 INLAND BIRD
BANDING NEWS (46:1), John and Heather Riggins disputed this.
As Leberman had suggested there might be a coastal race that
differed from his inland one, I wrote Dennis Puleston on Long
Island, who handles several hundreds of the species each fall.
He corroborated the Riggins' gray eye11ne I then checked back
with Leberman and found that to him "pearly white" is a light
gray (very light) and that he had taken his nomenclature from
the color chart following page 4 in Palmer's HANDBOOK OF NORTH
AMERICAN BIRDS. So the argument comes from a different inter-
pretation of colors and words, not from the species. To any
one handling Swamp Sparrows I recommend the Riggins' careful-
1y researched article.

2. On American Goldfinch: The recent exchange of letters
in EBBA NEWS by myself (36:3) and Mrs. Olyphant (36:4) boils
down to 1) a matter or nomenclature, and z§ my suggestion that
this species merits further study before the presence or absen-
ce of "spots at the base of the primaries" should be taken as
definitive proof of age.

On 1): In Mrs, Olyphant's original research, printed
in Bird-Banding, 1972 (43:173-181) she referred to "white
spots at the base of the primaries". I translated this to mean
the white outer web that can be seen, in differing graduations
of color where the feathers emerge from the skin. In some cases

this white extends beyond the primary coverts, but I took "base"

to mean the technical base, and made my observations from this.
In her recent Letter to the Editor, EBBA NEWS (36:4), Mrs.
0lyphant redefines her "spots" as being the visible white of
the web beyond the coverts.

2) When WBBA sent out an Age and Sex sheet on American
Goldfinch, this past summer, based, so Dr. Collins wrote me
when I asked him about it, on Mrs. Olyphant's research, I im-
mediately found that in Massachusetts I was taking Returns
from previous years that showed, not only white at the base of

ORDER FORM FOR EBBA NETS

LENGTH MESH QUANTITY COST TOTAL

REGULAR NYLON FOWLING NETS

5 METER 1 - 1/4"

5 METER 1 -1/72"

12 METER 1 -1/4"

12 METER 1 -1/2"

12 METER 2 172"

12 METER 5!

NYLON TETHERED TOP FOWLING NETS

9 METER 1 -1/4"

9 METER 1 - 172"
12 METER 1-1/4"
12 METER 1 -1/72"
12M.x 2.6M 1 - 1/4"

POLYESTER TETHERED FOWLING NETS
9 METER IS-1¥/4 %

9 METER I - 1/2"
12 METER 1 - 1/4"
12 METER 1 - 1/4"

CHECK ENCLOSED FOR $

I AM AUTHORIZED TO USE MIST NETS UNDER PERMIT NO.
I AM A SUSTAINING MEMBER IN EBBA

For orders under $10.00, NAME ;

add $§.50 for handling.
Penna. residents add 6%

Sales Tax. STREET CT Y

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

EBBA NET ACCOUNT STATE ZIP CODE

MAIL ORDER TO: EBBA NET COMMITTEE, Biology Department,
Indiana Univeresity of Pennsylvania,
Indiana, Penngylvania 15701




SURVEY OF EDUCATIONAL BANDING STATIONS (See p. 111)

NAME OF STATION:

LOCATION: (Local Area)

(Near what town)

Please attach part of a roadmap and/or give specific instruc-
tions here:

YOUR STATION CATERS TO (check one) _ GRADE SCHOOL ONLY.
___HIGH SCHoOOL; OTHER (describe)

WHERE CAN INFORMATION BE OBTAINED:

TELEPHONE :
TYPE OF STATION (check one) __ Backyard; Wildlife Sanctuary,

if sanctuary, name:

area owned and admin. by city/town/county or state- name:

Name of bander in charge:
Your address:

Your Permit Number Do you use nets/traps or both:

Please return this information to: Frederick S. Schaeffer, Ed.,
84-55 Daniels Street, Jamaica, N.Y. 11435,
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EBBA NEWS accepts commercial (paid) advertising from organiza-
tions that offer products for birders, banders or birds. A com-
plete listing can be found in our 1974 Supplement, page 41,

Prices for space in EBBA NEWS range from $5 to $50 depending on
size needed. Organizations must be able to furnish their own

camera copy. For information and rates, write to the Editor.
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WATCH FOR INFORMATION ON AVAILABILITY OF 3" ROUND WATER DECALS
SIMILAR IN DESIGN TO OUR ARM PATCHES. THEY ARE ON ORDER NOW AND
MAY BE READY IN TIME FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING. FULL INFO ON PRICE
AND WHERE TO ORDER WILL APPEAR IN NEXT ISSUE. EDITOR
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TO: FREDERICK S. SCHAEFFER
84-55 Daniels Street (#1k)
Jamaica, N.Y. 11435




