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ANNOUNCE::~1E.IH 
A HOI\IE STUDY COURSE IN ORNITHOLOGY 

BY 

E'BBA News 

Laboratory of Ornithology, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 

The Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology has recently an
nounced a home study course in bird biology entitled S~minars 
in Ornithology, which should be of interest to every birdban
der no matter how experienced in the field, who has never had 
a f~rmal college-level course in ornithology. That includes 
most of us. 

The course is the result of 10 years of planning and 
writing by 0. Sewall Pettingill, Jr., a~d a staff of profes
sional collaborators, and involved the Inve~tment of m~re 
than $70,000, some of which funds were provided by an Indus-
trial grant. 

The course consists of nine seminars which may be comple
ted at the student's own pace; each seminar is studied and a 
set of quiz sheets are to be returned _to Cornell before the 
next seminar is studied. Corrected quiZ sheets are returned. 
Students who complete the entire course satisfactorily receive 
a certificate from the Laboratory. 

The course is $11.00 per seminar(the final les~on_is free) 
which can be paid per seminar, or in advance. If paid In advan
ce, the total cost is $88. Per seminar the cost is $95 (with 
registration fee). There is a 10% discount to Laboratory mem-
bers. 

The seminars are copiously illustrated and the subjects 
of each seminar are: 1. A Preview of Birds, 2.The External 
Bird 3. Birds in the Earthly Environment, 4. Birds ~n the 
Move: s. The Int~rnal Bird_ [Pt.l], 6. The Interl!at BlTd _[Pt.2], 
7. Behavior of Birds, 8. Birds from Nests to Fllgut, 9.lhrds 
and you. 

The undersigned bought this course and_completed a few 
lessons before releasing this announcement In EBBA News. So 
from pe r son al experience, I heartilf recommend~s course to 
all LBBA News readers. Your money will be we~l Invested, be
lieve-ffie !'Wnen you diligently study each_Semin ar, your l~ctures 
and net-lane t alks will take on new meaning, b eca~s e you ll 
know what you are talking about, instead of graspi~g at st~aws. 
Besides, there will be few ques ·tions from your audience which 
you will not be able to answer. 

Good luck! Fred Schaeffer, Ed. 
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A BANDER'S LIBRARY 
By Robert P. Yun1.ck 
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The beginning bander is faced with a multitude of deci
sions on where to spend most advantageously his limited funds 
on a seemingly limitless list of equipment, gadgets, books, 
etc. To assist newcomers in selecting a bander's "identifica
tion library", I have listed below a number of recommendations 
for consideration. The term "identification" is intended to co
ver in the broadest sense matters of s pecific identification 
determination of age and sex, the use of geograph ical distri~ 
bution data, and general banding skill improvements which make 
one a more knowledgeable identifier of passerines in t he hand . 
The texts that comprise the list are ones which I have f ound 
useful in various ways. In no way have I intended to be a cri
tical reviewer of each of these sources. 

I have classified these recommendations into two groups: 
A. Essential to have, and B., Those which are nice to have if 
one can afford them. Lastly, the important matter of cost is 
considered. 

A. Essential to have. 

1. A r-1anual for the Identification of Birds of Minnesota and 
Neighboring States by T.S . Robe rts, $4.50 , 293pp., Univer
s ity o f Minn., Press., ~linneapolis, Minn., 1955. This soft 

cover, rugged guide excells in providing plumage details, molt 
data mostly from Dwight, measurements and interesting summaries 
of the various avian families. The text is written in the form 
of a key. Because of a lack of colored illustrations, this 
text finds its greatest utility in confirming species identi
fication after once having consulted Peterson or Robbins, et 
aZ., or in confirming details on age or sex plumage charac
teristics. Its combined compactness and detail are without 
peer. 

2. Birds of North America - A Guide to Field Identification by 
C.S. Robbins, B. Bruun, H.S. Zim, and A. Singer, $5 . 95 in 
hard cover or $3.95 in soft cover, 340pp., Golden Press, 
New York, 1966. This guide serves front-line duty on the 

majority of species identification problems. Its compactness, 
coverage of all North America, distribution maps and excellent 
artwork make it an extremely valuable guide. In conjunction with 
P~ters?n it is usually the first text sought for a species con
f1rmatl.on. The soft cover version has taken well to rugged 
field use. 

3. ~ Field Guide t o the Birds (Eastern) by R. T. Peterson, $5.95 
~hard cover or $3 .95 i n soft cover, 254pp., Houghton-Miff
lin, Boston 1947. My well worn 23-year-old copy of the hard 

cover text which has only recently required a couple of rubber 
bands to keep on the cover has given exemplary service. I cannot 


