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~MEMORIAL~• 1972 

The wi nn er of the EBBA Memorial Grant for 1972 is Cynt hia K, 
\farbelow for her project "A Stud y of the Mating System and It's 
Adaptive Significance in the Korthern Phalar ope (Lobipes lobatus) 
in Interior Alaska ,' ' Through field observation during the breeding 
seaso n Miss Warbe low hopes to clear up co·n flicting statements in 
the literature concerning the behavior of the Northern Phalarope , 
Suc h questions as whether the species is polyandrous (a fema l e ma
ti ng with seve r al males), which bird or birds build the ne st , 
,~hich ones incubate the eggs and feed t he young are to be answered, 
In s upport of this work ~liss \\'arbelow spent last summer in Alaska 
and will return tllis year to continue the work. 

She is a graduate student studying for a PhD degree at Oregon 
State University, Corvallis, Oregon, 

The EBBA Nemorial Gran t is made annually to sti mulat e research 
in orn it hology through t he use of bird-banding tec hn iques or avail
able banding data , The grant is announced via 1he Ark , The Wilson 
Bulletin, Bird-Banding, l::Bl.lA News an<l the publications of the In
land and Western Bird Banding Association, The grant is available 
to undergraduates or graduates attending a college or university in 
the U.S. who uses banding as a part of his researc h. The written 
applications received are j u<lged by a com1ni t tee, this yea r consi s -
ting of W.D. Merritt , K ,W, P1·escot t and T , Van el2en . Th e award for 
the past several years has been $250, 

* * * 

Spacial Requests for data 

Dr. and ~lrs, John H, Kennard are interested in collecting data on 
longevity of ~orth American Birds, If you have a record of unusual 
long life please send complete data to: 

Dr, John H, Kennard 
Rt, 5, Box 150 
Bedford, l\,H, 03102 

* * * 

Several species of shorebirds will be marked with yellow feather 
dye on the underparts, and yellow streamers attached to the leg, 
in the 1972 fall migration, Sanderiings will be marked only with 
leg streamers, Birds will be caught on the Magdalen Islands (Gulf 
of St, Lawrence). Reports of sight records should include the lo
cality, date, species, name and address ~f observer[s], Please . 
weigh the bird and read the band number 1f taken alive. Information 
should be sent to: Raymond McNeil,, Centre de Recherches Ecologiques 
de Montreal; 4101 est, rue Sherbrooke; Montreal 406 Que,, Canada, 

* * * 
Dent forget to send reports of color-banded Common & Roseate Terns 
to Miss Helen !lays, American Mus, Nat, Hist, in New York City!!! 
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C R O S S R O A D S 

This section, to be expanded in Zater issues, has but one 
purpose : to give members the opportunity to present infor
maZ articles and notes. Such notes may be handwritten and 
can be sent to the Editor at any time. Consider this sec
tion as "News in Broief" - the onZy difference is, it is 
no 'longer written by the editor , but by anyone who con
tributes to it . Notes for this section wiZ'l not be re
viewed or extensiveZy edited. PZease mark your contri
butions with the word "Crossroads " accross the top. Thanks . 

!low to save Great Horned Owl nests - contributed by Gerald 
Church of Eaton, New York (13334). 

In the spring of 1971, while banding Great Horned Owls 
a female flew off the nest, pushing out an one week old ' 
youngster The nest was 60 feet high, but somehow it sur
vived the fall. I climbed the tree to get the bird back in
to the nest after banding it, but the next day it was back 
on the ground. 

The nest was in such poor condition that something had 
to be done. I got out my 10 ' ladder and climbed the 10' up 
an adjoining tree. There I stapled some chickem~ire in the 
crotc h of that tree and made a nest of sticks and leaves. I 
put the w~ek-old youngster into the new nest and the adults 
fed him there for the next six weeks. 

I photographed the bird each week and showed the photos 
to a grateful audience when I lectured at Hawk Mountain, 
last fall. This succesful nest gave me the idea for buil
ding more Great Horned Owl nests! 

The nests are made of chickenwire, 24"x24", inter-
woven with green sticks through the mesJ1, making a basket
like effect. This affair gets up into the tree on a rope 
pulley and is stapled to a good looking location in a crotch, 
about 40' up. Then I add more sticks to the nest and some 
evergreen branches for decoration. 

I've made five of these nests so far. One nest, made 
on 21 February 1972 was in use by a Great Horned Owl on 2 
March. I've also put up 19 boxes for Kestrels and Screech 
Owls, Last year I only had 5 boxes up, three were used by 
Kestrels and one by a Screech Owl. These boxes have hin ~ 
ged fronts for easy cleaning and banding. It also permits 
access to the young when they ' re old enough to be photo
graphed. 

* 




