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Bird Bander'a Diary - continued 
NOTES ON THE PURPLE MARTIN AND BIRD HOUSES FOR ITS SUMMER HOME 
By1 J. w. Jacobs 

"Away back in the iseventies when we firat came to Wayne11burg, DIY 
father erected a bird bouae of 16 rooms for the use or the Martins, 
At that time the Englieh Spanow wu not known in this 11eotion and its 
depredations, the:r,efore, were not thought of, However, another bird, one 
of beauty and courage, WIUI already upon the scene and claimed nativity 
1111 his right to pre-empt the home of: the Martins. This wa11 the Bluebird 
with hie uniform of deep blue coat and reddi11h panta1oons, There was no 
oompr0111is11 on Ms part, he wanted the whole box for his aingle nest, 
Selfish, stubborn and stingy, he would drive away half a dozen of his 
own kind after thsy had assisted in bNaking the Martin's eggs, or in 
killing the young, At first my father had my older brothers shoot some 
of these birds, but it seelllll another was alwayis ready to take the place 
of the one killed, 

Disparing of reducing the number of Bluebirds, my father ordered 
the shooting stopped. My brothers then caught the Bluebirds and pulled 
out the tail feathers, and thereafter whenever we saw a 'bobtailed' Blue
bird in our part of town we knew it was one that had visited our Martin 
House, Three years were spent in an effort to establish the Martinis, but 
each spring the Bluebirda annoyed them so much that the Martins left, Fi
nally my father took thir box down, 

Nearly 20 years elapsed before I decided to try my luck in esta
blishing a colony of these birds, During this time great changes were ta~ 
king place about our premisea, The town which had been acme blocks to 
the north of us, spread out until it encroached upon us and enveloped 
our property with the busy noisy surroundings, and passing on, crossed 
the creek south of us and filled a part of a small valley with dwellings 
and steam works, The Bluebird became scarce in 1895, a March blizzard al
most annihilated it, Ex-Sherilf Cosgray had about the time my father took 
down his Martin house, brought four of these unruly, selfish feathered 
foreigners - the English Sparrow 4 from New York City and turned them 
loose in the town, where in a very few years they increased into thousands, 

At last, in the spring of 1896, I decided to erect a box for the 
Martins and at the same time ouet the Sparrows which nested about our 
buildings which might drive away the former, The bird-hou15111 in which was 
laid the foundation for a large colony of Martins, was a four gabled 
structure of 20 rooms, a central cupola on top and a chimney on each ga
ble. It was erected 13 feet high, about 80 feet south of where my father's 
box had stood years before, Eleven young birds were reared in this box 
that year, and in the third year another house was erected to meet the de
mand for nesting room and the next year still another box was put up making 
a total of 99 rooms, and the colony continued to increase, A happy result 
since that year is that there is an aMual overflow of birds from my colo
ny which go eleewhere to nest, 

To secure a good colony of Martins it is necessary to guard against 
_certain enemies, chief among which, at the present day, is the English 
Sparrow, Another enemy of the Martin is the domestic cat, Watch her, for 
when the male Martins get to fighting they nearly always fall to the ground 
where "tabby" is lying in wait," (To be continued in February 1972 issue), 

--R,D, l, Box 229, Clarksville, Pa, 15322 

BOOKS FOR BANDERS 

DoNALD 8. HEINTZELMAN 

FINDING THE BIRDS IN WESTERN MEXICO 
By1 Peter Alden 
University of Arizona Press, Tucson, Ariz,, 
1969, Pp, 138, Soft covers, $5,95 
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This attractive and useful volume is primarily an 
aid to bird watchers visiting western Mexico, It can be considered as a 
companion to the Second Edition of Edwards' Finding Bires in Mexico, 

One of the important features of Finding the birds in Western 
Mexico is a series of detailed location maps each with the best birding 
areas marked in blue, These should be extremely helpful to bird wat
chers and handers, The second attractive feature of the book is a series 
of nine color plates of Mexican birds painted by John O'Neil, These are 
far superior to the color plates in Edwards' book, Other features of Al
den's book which add to its value anc usefulness are a list of referen
ces, a list of birds known to occur in western Mexico (roughly half of 
the total Mexican avifauna), and a four year summary of Christmas Bird 
Counts made at San Blas, Nayarit, 

EBBA members planning to visit Mexico will find Finding The Birds 
in Western Mexico to be one of the essential references which they will 
want to take with them, 

--Reviewed by Dmnald S. Heintzelman, 

A DISTRIBUTIONAL SURVEY OF THE BIRDS OF HONDURAS 
By1 Burt I,, Monroe, Jr, 
Ornithological }1onographs No, 7, American Ornithologists' Union, Lawrence, 
Kansas (order from AOU treasurer, Burt L, Montoe, Jr,, Box 23447, Anchor
age, Kentucky 40223), 1968. Pp, 458, $9,00 ($7,20 to AOU members), 

Prior to the time (1958) that Monroe began his major study of the 
distribution of the birds of Honduras, no comprehensive book on the birds 
of this Central American republic existed or was in preparation -- this 
despite the fact that Honduras is the second largest (112,087 square 
kilometers) country in Central America, Monroe corrected that situation 
with this fine monograph which contains the results of his field studies 
combined with his critical examination of collections of Honduras speci
mens, and the ornithological literature of that country, 

A total of 663 species are accepted for the Honduras list although 
the author acknowledges that distributional surveys of areas the size of 
Honduras are ne:izer really complete, He estimates that 710 or more species 
eventually may be recorded from the country, 
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The backb one of th e book are the det ailed species accounts; 
but sections als o are dev oted to acknowle dgements, an int rod uction, 
general physiogr aphy, geology , soils , clima te, habitats, and a history 
of Honduran orni tho logy. Two attract ive color plates - one of t he Hon
duran Emerald by Sydney A, Gauthreaux, Jr,, and the other of the 
Tawny-f aced Quail by John P, O'Neill - and 26 maps illustrate the 
book, Par ticul arly va luable is a gazetteer in the back of the book. 

Dr, Monroe deserves congratulations on having made a signifi
cant contribution to Honduran and Central American ornithology, EBBA 
members with an interest in neotropical ornithology will be well ad
vised to buy a copy of this fine book, 

--Reviewed by Donald S, Heintzelman, 

BIRDS OF GUATAMALA 
By1 Hup:h C, Land 
Livingston Publishing Co,, Wynnewood, Pa, 1970 Pp. J81, $10,00 

Guatamala is a Central American republic slightly smaller in 
area than New York State and about equal to that of England, Bounded 
by Mexico and British Honduras to the ·north and El Salvador to the 
south, it beaches on both the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean, 
Three life zones can be founds the Tropics (hot), Subtropics (cool) 
and Y.ontane (cool), This ecolo gical diversity accounts for the large 
numbers of species, 660, identified in this small country, The 44 
color plates, reproductions of paintings by author Land and H, Wayne 
Trimm, are very good, illustratin g both male and female where appro
priate, A scale (inches and mm)at the bottom of the page is invalua
ble when examining reproductions of birds new or not well known to 
the observer, Each species ts described with a few sentences giving 
length, predominant color, the status, range, elevation, habitat, and 
remarks; a small distributional map, for most species, shows where 
in Guatamala the bird occurs, 

One enjoys checking to see if migrants one handles might over
winter in Guatamala, and the more species one finds so listed, the 
more he secretly wishes to gather-up his mist nets and head f&r this 
country so rich in avifauna, The book is dedicated to the much be
loved George Miksch Sutton, eminent painter and ornithologist under 
whom author Land did his graduate work at the University of Oklahoma, 
After the author's untimely death, at a young age, the Pan American 
Section of the International Committee for Bird Preservation undertook 
to have the completed manuscript published, Bird students planning to 
spend time in Guatamala would be well asvised to pack this handsome 
and indispensable volume in their luggage, 

--Reviewed by Kenneth W, Presc&tt 
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FINDING BIRDS IN PANAMA 
Bys Ernes:t P, Edwards and Horace Loftin 
Privately published at Sweet Briar, Va., 24595, 1971, Second Edition, 
Revised and Enlarged, Pp. 97, Soft covers, $4,00 

Bird-banders wishing to study the rich neo-tropical birdlife of 
Panama will find this volume of considerable assistance to them in Jo
eating favorable places to establish net lanes and trapping areas, In
formation is given on geography and climate along with detailed descrip
tions and directions for reachin g the best birding areas throughout 
PanaMa and the Canal Zone, 

Unfortunately, only two maps are provided - one of the Panama 
Canal Zone and the other of the Republic of Panama, The use of ad
ditional maps detailing important birding areas would have been very 
useful, Perhaps such maps can be included in a future edition, 

Although the book contains no bird illustrations, it does con
tain a list of the birds known to occ~r in Panama on a re gular basis 
as well as a list of accidentals and .other questionable records, A 
short bibliography also is included, 

-- Reviewed by Donald S, Heintzelman, 

A GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF SOUTH AMERICA 
Bys Rodolphe Meyer de Schauensee 
Livingston Publishing Co,, Wynnewood, Pa,, 1970, Pp. 470, $20,00 

Meyer de Schauensee, Curator of ~irds at the Academy of Natural 
Sciences in Philadelphia, is a distin guished authority on South Amer
ican birds, He has published frequently in the journals and has author
ed two earlier books (also published by Livings ton), Birds of Col umbia , 
1964 and The S cie s of Birds of South America, 1966, The hands ome 
plates (31 in col or are by J ohn R, Quinn pate s 1 - JO) and the vener 
able Earl L, Poole (Jl - 50), They are not only a joy to behold but, by 
placing closely related forms on the same plate, the novice has the 
opportunity of noting plumage differences although the illustrations 
are not intended for field guide use. One is struck by the diversity of 
birds from our neighboring countries to the south which have the rich
est, robust avifauna both in population and numbers of species (2,924 
species) of any continent, The book is arranged by families with each 
species described in detail, i,e. length in inches, predominant colora
tion, sexual differences, range in South America, and Americas to the 
north, The author has discussed the families and provided a key as an 
aid to identification through the bewildering number of species within 
the families covered. With some 222 species of tanagers, for instance, 
I was a little reluctant, at first to locate the Scarlet Tanager, Yet, 
these keys are good working tools and are particularly helpful when one 
is dealing with unfamiliar birds, 
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The combination of keys, species description, and illustrations 
combine to make this scholarly work of high value to the serious field 
worker who has occasion to identify South American birds, Of entertain
in f interest to all North-American bird-handers are the South American 
ranp.es of migrating birds which are customarily re garded as North 
American, 

--Reviewed by Kenneth W, Prescott, 

T!-fE BIRDS OF GUYANA 
Bys Dorothy E, Snyder 
The Peabody Museum, East India Marine ~all, Salem, Mass, 1966, Pp. 308, 
$6.00 

This book is basically an annotated check-list of the 720 species 
of birds which have been recorded in Guyana (formerly British Guyana), 
includin g brief descriptions of the species, their voices, and their 
distribution, The author has researched her subject carefully and few 
errors appear to be present. I noted, however, that Trinidad should be 
included in the range given for the Bat Falcon, 

A little larger than standard field guide size, The Birds of 
Guyana apparently has been written to assist visitors to Guyana in bird 
identification, Unfortunately, its value in this respect is limited be
cause there are no illustrations of birds anywhere in the book, Surely 
some pen and ink drawin gs could have been included! However, field 
guides to birds of countries in the vicinity of Guyana contain illus
trations of many of the species on the Guyanan list, A map of Guyana, 
on the inside front and back covers is of considerable value, 

. Desp~te the unfor~unate lack of_ illustrations, The Birds of Guy
!!!! is a maJor contribution to the ornitholoP,ical lite rature of that 
country, and anyone with some experience with neotropical birds will 
find the book extremely useful. 

--Reviwed by Donald S, Heintzelman, 

THE BIRDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LIMA, PERU 
Bys Maria Koepcke (Translated by Erma J, Fisk) 
Sponsored by the Laboratory of Ornithology, Cornell University. 
Livingston Publishing Company, Wynnewood, Pa. 1970, Pp, 144. $4,95, 

During recent years, there has been a tremendous increase in 
popular interest in the birds of South America. This has created a de
mand and need for authoritative books dealing with the interesting avi
fauna of various parts of South America, This English language edition 
of Dr, Koepcke's Las Aves del De artamento de Lima, published in Spa
nish in 1964 (see review, EBBA News, 28 2 17)-7 , is a most welcome 
contribution which helps to fil l a void in the non-technical ornitho
logical literature of a portion of the western part of South America, 
(Persons interested in the non-technical ornithology of the coast of 

BOOKS FOR HANDERS 

Peru may also wish to read Robert Cushman Murphy's Bird I slands of 
~ published in 1925), 
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Slightly larger than standard field guide size, the hook is 
designed for field use and will be of great value to anyone visiting 
the Department of Lima and adjacent areas to observe birds, This 
english edition treats JJl species, 18 more than appeared in the 
spanish edition. Generally, the species are presented in an evolu
tionary sequence, each species being briefly described and its status 
and range indicated, Of considerable value are one or more pen and 
ink sketches, drawn by the author, for each species, Wide margins 
allow the sketches to be placed directly beside the appropriate text, 
Although not quite equal in quality to the work of our better bird 
artists, the sketches are adequate and helpful in aiding in species 
identification, Thus they serve the purpose for which they were pre
pared. Also included on the inside of the front and back covers re
spectively is a MAP of the Department of Lima and an interesting 
sketch showing the zones of vegetation, at the latitude of Lima, from 
the coast to the top of the Andes, I find the latter of considerable 
interest. 

The one serious criticism which I have of this book is the use 
of th e tr i nomial form of the scientific name of polytypic species, On 
geogra phic ground s individuals of these species which are observed or 
captured and banded in the Department of Lima probably represent the 
various subspecies listed in the book, but this normally can not be 
determined with certainty in the field, Thus use of the binomial form 
of the scientific names of polytypic species would be desirable, 

A list of selected references is: , included near the end of the 
book, Unfortunately it is reprinted from the 1964 Spanish edition 
without much revision or enlargement. However, several of the most im
portant of recently published books dealing with South American orni
thology are inclMded, 

This is, ih short, a very useful and important book dealing 
with an interesting region of South America, The author and translator, 
as well as all additional persons and organizations responsible for pu
blishing this fine book, are to be congratulated on a job well done, 

--Reviewed by Donald S, Heintzelman, 

BIRDS OF ISLA GRANDE (TIERRA DEL FUEGO) 
By1 Philip S, Humphrey, David Bridge, Percival W, Reynolds and Roger Tory 
Peterson. Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D, C, (Order from Museum 
of Natural History, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 66044), 1970, 
Pp. 411. Soft covers, $7,00, 

Isla Grande is the largest island in the Tierra del Fuego archi
pelago at the southern tip of South America, About 18,000 square miles 
in area, the eastern half of the island belongs to the Republic of Argen
tina, whereas the western half belongs to Chile, Ornithological collec
ting and observation has been conducted on the island for over 200 years, 
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res ultin in 168 species bein g known from the island, but much still 

i 
gt be len-ned about the island's avifauna. This book brings up 

rem.a ns o .... la G -..:i and t o date all that is known about the birdlife of Is ra11ue encou-
ra es further ornith ological exploration. The book recalls the ornitho-
1 gi al history of the island, describes its geography, presents avian 
s~c~es accounts, and provides aids to identification. The latter are 
rimarily a series of blac k and white drawings by Jack R. Schroeder of 

isla Grande's birdlife and will be helpf ul to anyone conducting field 
studies in this re111ote part of the world. Isla Grande is certai nly such 
a spot and bir d banders lo oking for a wort hwhile project in a remote 
outpost could add greatly to our knowled ge of the birdlife of this re
mote corner of the world. This book is a starting point for anyone con
sidering undertaking such studies. 
--Reviewed by Donalds. Heintzelman, 629 Green Street, Allentown, Pa. 
18102 

• • • 
EBBA BANDING SUMMARY - 1970 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Robert L. Pyle 

CORRECTION TO THE 1970 SUMMARY TABLE1EBBJ\ NEWS 34(4)1202- Change to
tal s for Florid a, as follow s, Acadian, TraiU ' s and Least Flycatchers 
to 5, 27 and 12 (from 32, 12 and-, respectively). Change overall to
tals for these species to 160, 569 and 993 respectively. Grand totals 
for all birds for Florida, and overall, are not affected. 

The banding sllllD!lary table carried on pages 196-209 of the 
July-August EBBA NEWS represents an enormous amount of 
statistical compilation, This year, the compiler had the 
help of six assistants, each compiling the species totals 
for one or more states. Without any prior experience with 
the EBBA summary, these as .sistants did an outstandin g job 
that required absolute accuracy and meticulous attention 
to detail. The assistant compilers were• Jean Nichols at 
Manomet Bir d Observatory (New England st ates) I Frank P. 
Fra zier , Jr . (New Jersey ); Walte r Tyler (Penn sylvsnia ); 
Melvin !O.een( Maryland ) , Wal ter Smith (Vir gini a ); and Eli
zabeth Teul i ngs (North Carolina and Flori da). Many tha nks 
to these volunteers for their hours of patient work con-
tributed to EBBA • ••.•...•... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The Summary for 1970 is based on a response somewhat smaller than last 
year, but larger than in 1968. The table below shows comparative figures 
for 1968, 1969 and 1970. Some measures of the response are included, 
since the significance mf the patterns revealed in the Summary depends 
heavily on the extent to which the reporting handers fairly represent 
all banding activity in the eastern region. The 25,192 Sooty Terns ban
ded in the Dry Tortugas colony by w. B. Robertson and his colleagues 
have been 0mitted from the 1970 statistics below in order to provide 
more comparable figures for 1969 and 1970. The total banding reported 
in 1970, including Sooty Terns, was 320,350, slightly above the 1969 
total. 

EBBA BANDING SUJ,ll•fARY 

Total banders reporting 
Active handers reporting 
Total birds banded 
Average number banded 

(per active bander) 
V.edian number handed 
Number of handers reporting 

less than 100 bandings 

1968 1969 1970 
222 279 255 
214 267 237 

258732 316475 295158 
1209 1185 1245 

688 
24 

575 
41 

590 
35 

Chani?e 

- 11% 
- 7% 
+ 5% 

+ 3% 
- 15;t 
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Number of ffJ:l!Cies re,eo;:te d _ 281 _ 282 __ 285 _ ___ - - __ _ 

Total 
Total Banded per bander Chan,,_e Active " 

Report ing in Banders gg69 1970 12§.2 1970 1969 to 1970 
1969 only 1 78 5 7 ~ --

1969 and 19701 189 259658 257158 1374 1360 - 1% 
_ 1970 onl,y: _ __ 48 ___ -- __ )8 000 __ - - 792 _ _ -- ___ _ 

There were 729 Master Banding Permittees in the eastern United 
States as of December 1970, compare d witl-i 728 in December 1969. The 
number of "pr i vate " permits , aft er del eting federa l Game Y.anar:ement 
,\~ents , State Game Depar tments and Cooperati ve Wildl ife Research Units , 
t otalle d 622, Tota l s for easte r n Canada were 125 acti ve permits in 1970 
and 1J7 in 1969, La.r ry L, Hood of t he Bi rd Banding Laboratory kind l y 
furn :ished these figures , as well as figures for individual states , 
whi ch are availab l e fr om the compile r on req ues t. 

The number of active handers rep ortin g was do~m 11% from 1969, 
but tota l banclings repo r ted was doWTI only 7%• All the figures i n the 
table confirm the suggest i on in last year ' s Commentary that the banders 
wit h lar P,e ota l s te nd to respond each year , and that ups and downs in 
the number of banders respondin g each year res ult pr iJllarily from ups and 
downs i n t :i.e nUl>lber of "lo w total' ' reports submitted , /Is has been discus 
sed in the 1968 and 1969 commentaries (E3i3J\ News 321207 and 331281) th e 
relative numbers of species band'ed and the geographi c distribution indi
cated i n the SUl'TIMary probably represent the real pattern for 1970 fai r ly 
well , even tho u h only 35% of the U.S . permittees reported, /I l ar ger re
sponse would, of course , provide an eve n netter indicat i on of total ban
din g acttvity, 

The nat i onAl Wildlife Refu ges were ar,ain queried individually for 
bandin ~ r eports. Through the genero us assistance of t he Northeastern and 
Southeas t ern Regional Offi ces of the Fish and Wildl:U'e Service , 34 re
ports were submitted representing all RefUF,es in the eastern area, plus 
some addi tiona l bandin gs by other personnel. The fine cooperatio n of 
these Refu ge .Managers is greatly appreciated . 

New Xork, New Jers ey and Pennsylvania to gethe r had 44i of both 
the handers rep or ting and the total birds banded(exc luding Sooty Terns ), 
compared to 47't t o 49% in 1968 and 1969. Vir gini a passed bot h Pennsyl
vania and New Jer sey in t otal birds banded t o become one of the "major " 




