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A TOUCH OF ALBINISM 
By Constance Katholi 

Artic l es have bean appear in g wit h reg ular i ty in band i ng publi ca
t i ons re l ative t o t e chniq ues :for spacia t in g t he Car olina and Black - cap
ped Chic kade e us in g wing chor d and/ or tail measurements , and/or the 
r a t i o bet wee n t he t wo, One rec en t disc _uss i on was t he "Corr e ct i on" is
sued fo r t he se ct i on on t hes e spe ci e s i n Merr i ll Wood's A ~ ,!2 th e 
Determi nation of~ and Sex, etc ,, P• 63, Anot her, even more r ece nt , 
by J ohn p , Hubbar d i s t o be f ound i n EBBA News, 33, 5, p. 211, This 
shor t parag r aph, then , i s t imely a t l ea st, - if not of' sc i enti f ic s i g
nificance I To quote Artur Wiseman (a 1970 issue of ~ Bird Banding 
News)1 ",,,it is only a bit of light, frothy desser t af te r a hearty 
rrieal." 

In des crib i ng the Bl ac k-capped Chickadee, T, S, Roberts in Birds 
of Minnes ota and Neighbori ng States , p. 642 states1 ",,,the tail is 
blackish-slate with feathers edged with olive-gray, becoming white on 
the outer web of the outer rectrices. Wings, blackish-slate edged with 
grayish white, broadest on the tertials, and greater coverts," In ac
cordance with these references, Black-capped Chickadee No. 119-66758, 
which had a wing measurement of 63mm, and a tail measurement of 61mm, 
is a oartial albino. All six rectrices on the left side were totally 
white· on both the inner and outer webs including the shafts, Those on 
the right side were only "frosted" with white on the outer webs, and 
normally slate-gray on the inner webs, A sizeable amount of white is 
present on the edges of the wing coverts, - graded 11411 on a scale of 
l to 4. This is more pronounced on the right side than the left, The 
widest margins were on the tertials with narrower amounts on the four 
inner greater secondary coverts, No other "off-color" areas in the body 
plumage were observed, Upon close examination in the hand it could be 
seen that the all-white rectrices were ever-so-slightly brushed distal
ly on the inner webs with soft gray, in a spot like a warbler tail-spot, 
only in reverse color. 

The effect was startling and beautiful when the bird flew from 
the hand; it was of course, instantly recognizable whenever it appeared 
at the feeder, Originally, banded on 12 December 1969, it repeated on 
27 March 1970, and was last observed at the feeder on 14 April 1970, 
It is undoubtedly too much to hope that he might reappear in 19711 It 
would be interesting indeed to see if he had shed the white feathers 
in his SlllTllTler molt. A whole species of paridae with a white tail would 
be an attractive addition to our avifauna, 
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SHOREBIRD RECAPTURE OPERATION 

The objective of this research is t o study th e migrat i on ro ute s o f 
north American shorebirds in relation t o their fligh t r ange capab ilities. 

A field staff has undertaken a marking programm e in 197 0 on the Atlantic 
coas t (~Jagdalen Islands and Sable I s l and) of southbound mi grati ng shorebirds 
to know th e percentage ~f birds that use an oversea rout e t o the Caribpean 
and northern South Amen.ca as compar ed with those that f o ll ow t he coa~t down 
to Florida before passing to South Ame rica, 

Shoreb i rd s wi l l be mist - nett d an d banded with r eg ul a r ba nd s f r om 
J u l y 10 t o Oc t ob er 15 again t hi s ye a r, Each bird will be co l or m~r ked· 
we wil l use feathe r dye s on the unde rp art s and str eamer s a tt a ch ed t o th e 
l eg or t o th e win g . Birds caught on the Magdal en I s land s will be mark ed 
~ LOW (dye and s trea mer), wh;U e t he one s from Sable Island will be ar RED 
ma rkin gs . 111e s i x l a s t fig ures o f the band number will be writt en on t he 
s trea me r ; t he y will be large no ugh to be read with bin ocular s or t e le s cope 
The flig h t ra nge cap a bi liti e s o f each individual will be e stimat ed from · 
~ts fr e sh weight and other par ameter s, The same programm e will be r epeated 
in 1972. 

TYPE OF COLLABORATION WE WOULD APPRECIATE FROM YOU: 

Note the band number on th e s t ream e r, and report to u s ch e l ocality, date, 
color of streamer or dye and sp eci e s. 

- Weigh the bird (when caught ali ve). 

Report t o us any sight r ecords of col o r marked shorebird s ( underpa rts and 
s tream er, yello w or red), 

I nform us of any person int e rested in taking an activ e part in this pro
gramme . 

- Do not hesitate to communicate with us. 

Dr. Raymond McNeil 
Departm ent of Bi o l og ical 
Universit y of Mon t real 
C.P . 612 8 
Montreal 101, 




