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Bobolinks Ba.l.timore Ori ol es , an d Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. Abrupt 
changes~ y early banding to t a.l.s of t his type of bird often reflect 
only r esting or feedi ng concentratio ns rather than actual changes in 
migrating nUlllb ers . A good exampl e during 1970 was the Eastern 
Kingbird , whose b anding total of 153 compares with 33 in 1969, 23 ~n 
1968 and none in prior years . Of t hese 153, 137 were trapped during 
the ~therwise dull three - day period of September 9-11 and constituted 
about a third of the 'bi r ds be.nded ·dur ing these days. Visual observa
tion clearl y indicated that fe w kiogb irds were migrating at this time, 
but there was a large concent r atio n in the area, most of which seemed 
to be feeding on a heavy crop of rip e Sassafras berries along the net 
l anes . Evidence of this was al.so h igh ly v is ib le to the banders and 
assistants who handled the birds, a s ituation known to fall banders of 
Catbirds and thrushes as the "pokeberry syndrome," only considerably 
blacker. 

other interesting 1970 band in g tot als, compared with the prev i ou s 
re cord counts , were Red- eyed Vir eo, 514 (ve rsus 409 in 1968); Parilla 
Warbler , 162 (versus 14 5 in 1969 ); Magnolia Warbler, 270 (ver sus 260 
in 1968 ); Cape May Warbler, 49 (vensus 29 i n 196 8); and Black- throate d 
Green Wu.rbl.er , 40 (vers us 25 in 1968). Some species showed mild 
declines in numbers, among which were Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 8 (versus 
21 in 1964 and 19 in 1969); House Wren, 199 (versus 222 in 1969); 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, 569 (v ersus 652 in 1969); Blackpoll 
Warbler, 44 (versus 220 in 1964 and 108 in 1969); and Palm Warbler, 
189 (versus 310 in 1969). No Red-breasted Nuthatches were trapped, 
although in 1969 the seasonal total was 78. 

The gre at flight of Septemb er 28-29 has already been described in 
some detail (Ameri can Birds 25: 20-21, 1971). It will suffice to say 
here that 771 birds were trapped on th e 28th and 1,519 on the 29th and 
that the most numerous birds in the two-day flight were Yellowthroat, 
535 (434 on the 29th); American Redstart, 532 (322 on the 29th); and 
Catbird, 310 (158 on t he 28th). 

The spectacular fli ght of October 17-18 was principally the arriv
al of the first of the winter resident species, although a few of the 
common earli er migrants wer e still i n good numbers, such as House Wrens 
(38 on the 18th), Catbirds (411 in two days), Black-throated Blue 
Warbler (61 on the 17th), and Yellowthroat (271 in two days). As 
might have been expected at this date, Myrtle Warblers predominated in 
this flight with a two-day t otal of 1,211 (815 on the 17th). It was 
estimated conservatively that on the 17th some 16,000 Myrtle Warblers 
passed through the st ation area (80% of the flight passed over the 
nets, 10% passed through areas where nets were not placed, and 5% hit 
the nets but bounced over or slipped through or between the nets, 
l eaving only 5% to be caught). The next most outstanding bird in this 
flight was the Hermit Thrush, with a remarkable two-day total of 429 
(261 on the 17th). Amazingly, only 11 had been trapped prior to this 
flight. Similarly, there were two-day totals of 51 Golden-crowned and 
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203 Ruby-crowned Kinglets, although only 2 and 18, respectively, had 
been trapped earlier. The only other winter residents in any signif
icant numbers in this flight were White-throated Sparrows (357 in two 
days) and Swamp Sparrows (202 on the 17th). 

The only extralimital species trapped was a Clay-colored Sparrow 
on October 3 (Mitchell), the second record for the banding station. 
Other individual records of interest were a Warbling Vireo on September 
10 (Scott--third record for station), a Louisiana Waterthrush on Sep
tember 6 (Smith), a Dickcissel on October 1 (Mitchell), and a Henslow's 
Sparrow on October 5 (Mrs. Mitchell). The last three were all first 
records for this station. 

I am indebted to Walter Smith, who did most of the time-consuming 
tabulation of daily totals for this station as well as the tabulation 
of species totals for the previous seven years. 

--Chandler S. Robbins, Migratory Non-Game Studies Section, Migratory 
Bird Populations Station, Laurel, Md. 20810. 

We sincerely thank Mr. Robbins for a most interesting coverage of 
Region Five. Further, I thank Romell Decker, Mr. Robbins's Secretary 
for typing these 8 pages ready for camera, thereby saving me a consi~ 
derable amount of work. Editor. 

• • • 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION1 SANDERLING 

During the autumn migration of 1971, the Long Point Bird Observa
tory hopes to band and colormark several hundred Sanderling at Long 
Point, Ontario. Information on the movement of these birds away from 
Long.Point will facilitate research presently underway on the energy 
requirements of their migration. We would appreciate it if everyone 
sighting these birds would report their observations to, 

Long Point Bird Observatory, 269 Beta Street, Toronto 14, Ontario. 

The following information would be appreciated1 
Date and time of observation 
Location, including nearest city or town 
Colors1 note--birds will be colored on the breast and the abdomen 

with two of the following colors1 red, orange, pink, purple, yellow, 
green, blue, brown, black, and white (no color). 

Leg that has been band.eds this will tell if the bird is an adult 
or immature • 

Any other information on what other birds are with the marked 
individuals would be very useful. 




