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THE PINE BARRENS/ A PRELIMINARY ECOLOGICAL INVENTORY 
By Jack McCormick 
New Jersey state Museum, Trenton, N.J. Research Report 2, 1970, Pp,104 
$),00 postpaid 

The term "inventory" in the title is misleading as it brings to 
mind dull, dusty inanimate objects and this book is anything but that, 
All forms of life -- plants, insects, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals -- are covered with range, habits, etc., described in depth, 
This presents a complete ecological look at the area that "biological
ly speaking" is an ocean of vari .ed and interesting life but, to too many 
people, appears to be one vast wasteland as they speed hy, to and from 
the seashore playP:rounds, This hook has, within its 104 pages, photo
graphs, maps, and an in depth text on all the forms of life to he found 
there, Within its pafes, the various ecosystems are discussed and the 
reader has a chance to understand their relationsM p to the entire l ,2 
mill:ion ~ere wildland, 

In our present day involvement and concern about out total envi
ronment, here is a detailed look, from below ground to tree top level, 
of a vast and varied area overlooked by the average layman, This book 
deserves a place on any naturalist's book shelf! 

--Reviewed hy Raymond R, Hendrick 

Donald S. Heintzelman, EBB£\ News-Review Editor, 629 Green Street, Allen
town, Pennsylvania 18102. 

* * * 

13.5 

THE ~ BEHIND THE NEWS ••• , 

We started our story in the March-April 1971 issue with the job 
of the Editor, After the editor has toiled over the manuscripts, they 
go to the printer and the bindery and finally, they arrive at the home 
of Chris and Ruth Rose,,,Here's where we once again resume our story,,, 

EBBA NEWS GOES TO THE POST OFFICE 

Ten years ago the Rose Family began its affiliation with EBBA 
NEWS, A weh of circumstances surround this; Mrs, Victor King, a family 
friend, who was then doing EBBA mailing, was desirous of easing into 
retirement with her husband, now that the children were grown! Our fa
mily was at the other end of this spectrum, Ruth was "itching" to be
come involved (having worked with Hrs, King in her business), and EBBA 
NEWS was in need of a circulation manager, Frank Frazier, Sr,, and 
Frank Jr,, were theE the Editors, 

From that point on it's history, We had traveled full circle and 
in a round about way, we were re turnin to "Birdi n" a ainl I had given 
up the latter to go in to teac hi ng, Frank Frazier, Jr ,, and his sister 
Nancy were former students of mine,) I "encouraged" Ruth a bit and she 
took over the mailing service when EBBA's membership was about 350 mem
bers, Bi-monthly, our home settles a bit deeper into the Watchung Hills 
as eight giant packages are stacked inside our front door, 

It has been work--lots of work, but through the years names have 
taken on faces and personalities as we meet and greet members at the 
EBBA annual meetings, Changes of addresses "meter" the success of one 
of our younger members as he gains a degree or 'island hops' to a new 
research assignment- or signals the onset of the 'golden age' as one of 
our senior members migrates to warmer clime as winter moves in, Sadly, 
but warmly, we reflect on the names we have known as friends as we are 
informed of his or her passing, 

In answer to the varied interest which has been shown and 
comments expressed concerning the arrival of EBBA NEWS to your mailboxes, 
may we share with you what this household is like as we get the mailing 
done, 

It begins with a warning from the Editor that "the copy" has been 
sent to our printer, Ed Johnson, the printer, in turn phones Ruth that 
on a given day and hour, he will be delivering the 118 giant packages" 
next to our T,V, Here is a photo coverage of the five days of work re
quired to ready our mailing deadline, 

Turn the page, ••••• 
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(Left), THE ADDRESSOGRAPH PLATE FILE DRAWER, This is one of the three 
drawers in which is stored some 780 active addressograph plates, The 
membership is filed by States, Canada and Foreign, We have members and 
exchanges in all but a few of the 48 states, 14 in Canada and about 28 
Foreign Country addresses, 

(Right), ADDRESS CHANGES, As soon as a mailing goes out, address changes 
begin to arrive and plates must be made or rest.amped. We average some 20 
pl~s, changes per mailing. EBBA must pay 10 cents for every issue which 
is returned to the editor because of incorrect address, so it is most 
important that members be sure to send thejr change of address (to the 
editor) as soon as possible to avoid this extra expense, - --
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(Top)1 ADDRESSING1 Envelopes being addressed prior to the delivery from 
the printer. Last minute phone calls and letters from Becky Cregar and 
Fred Schaeffer concerning changes of addresses have yet to be processed, 

(Bottom)1 INSERTS1 Occasionally extra j_nserts are put in with EBBA NEWS, 
In this picture, inserts of the ANNUAL BANDING REPORT and Announcement of 
the Annual Meeting are being j_nserted prior to "stuffing" in envelopes. 

(Top pix, pg, 138)1 STUFFING: The whole family turns out for his turn of 
stuffing, including the photographer, In this way, we've managed to hold 
to the mailing deadline in most issues, Remember too, that the membership 
has doubled and the average issue has doubled in thickness since ten years 
ago, thus, it takes more time than in the past. 
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(Middle): SEPARATION BY STATE I We soon have "Wall-to-wall EBBA News" in 
the livin~ room of our Cape Cod cottage. We use the organ bench for mixed 
Zips- 1 to 2 each state, and the bookcase for the foreign and canadians. 

(Bottom) 1 CHANGE OF ADDRESSES: The slowest part of the mailing prepara
tion, •• "pulling" the last minute changes of address from the state piles. 
These changes are usually made by hand (until new plates are made) •••• 

EBBA NEWS GOES TO THE POST OFFICE ••• 
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< 

ZIP CODE SORTING: Each large state must be 
sorted by Zip Codes: New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mas
sachusetts, to mention some ••••• 

••••• and re-inserted, or 

changed to the new location 

of states ••••• 
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(Top). LABELING & TYING1 Each "Zip Coded" package and each state package 
not required Zip coding must be tied and labeled. Philadelphia and Laurel, 
Md,, have the distinction of being seperate city packages, 

(Bottom), TIED & PACKAGED1 When this is finished, EBBA NEWS is bagged for 
regional area routing--East, South, West and seperate bags for Penna, New 
York and New Jersey •••• 

EBBA NEWS GOES TO THE POST OFFICE,,, 

(Top), ON IT'S WAY, •• 
Six bags are loaded aboard the 
station wagon for delivery to 
the post office, each weighing 
approximately 25-30 pounds, 
The 50-odd foreign and Canadian 
envelopes are not mailed with 
the reg-1lar perl'lit mailing, 
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(:3ottom),FIKALI.Y1 At 
the loading dock behind 
the Little Falls, N ,J., 
post office, the bags 
are loaded onto a c~rt 
to be rolled into the 
weighing station, They 
are weighed and finally 
they are sent out on 
the 'journey to each one 
of you, 
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From this point on, our occasional research with a return post
card (enclosed in EBBA News) reveals a member in California has recei
ved his issue in 4-6 days, while a member in Pennsylvania may not re
ceive his issue for 10 days, Local members (in this N.J, area) some
times do not receive their issue for 5-7 days, As Third Class Mailing 
our publication is delivered at the opt i on of the i ndividual postman! 
(A quick check at the annual meetin~ revealed that some 15 of th e@ 
90 members in attendence had not receive d their Mar ch- April issue ye ti 
it was mailed@ April 12th. Editor)If i t is that time of the month 
when many magazines are in the mails, it will take much longer, If 
you "cue" your postman to the fact that it has to do with your banding 
activities--it might receive priority. Only First Class designation 
would move EBBA News faster, The Editor and Ruth have discussed this 
at length but found the cost too steep, It would mean an additional 
increase in the dues, 

We hope this article will help the members to realize what goes 
on behind the scenes of EBBA NEWS before it arrives at its destination, 

--Christopher and Ruth J, Rose, 98 Lopez Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey 
07009 

* * * 

TO MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR MAGAZINE 

12 CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS WITH EBBA NEWS . , , , -- ------
About four to six weeks before you change your address, please 

drop a note in the mail (or POD FORM 3578) to the EDITOR, 

Send all address changes to1 

Eastern Bird Banding Association 
Post Office Box 3295 
Grand Central Station 
New York, New York 10017 

PLEASE 

NOTIFY 

ml!B. 
PUBLISHER . . . 

It is not necessary to notify the Treasurer or any other officer 
because the editor is in constant touch with all concerned and will prompt
ly pass the information on,,, Perhaps this will make ~t less cumbersome 
for you.,,, 

Thank Youl 
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Key to Eastern Empidonax Flycatchers 
By Dorothy L, Bordner 
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Many banders have found the published material on the identifica
tion of the Empidonax flycatchers cumbersome and time consuming to use 
in the field. For the past several years we have used the following out
line which gives a quick reference and comparison of the bare essentials 
for Empidonax identification or processing. It combines the information 
from Robbins, Eastern Empidonax Fl ycatc hers , 1959, and Phillips, Howe, 
Lanyon, I entification of the Fl catc hers of Eastern Nort h Amer i ca wit h 
Special Emphasis on the Genus Empi don ax, Bird-Banding , 37 1 153-17 1 , 19 , 

Definitions have been omitted (except for Formula B) to save space, 
Those characters which did not contribute to differentiation between spe
cies were also omitted. (For example1 the 6th primary of the Yellow
bellied Flycatcher can be notched, slightly notched, or not notched; both 
species in B. have the 10th primary longer than the 5th,) 

Notation used, ~ reads less than or equal to, 

;,s reads greater than or equal to, 

EMPIDONAX FLYCATCHERS 

YELLOW- BELLIED FLYCATCHER 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 

Empido nax flaviventris 
Empidonax virescens 
Empidonax traillii 
Empidonax minimus 

TRAILL 1 3 FLYCA'l'CHER 
LEAST ~'LYCATCHER 

AOU 463 
AOU 465 
AOU 466 
AOU 467 

Generic charact ers: Small, usually silent, flycatch ers with wing 
bars and promi nen t eye rin g an d wi th relat iyely long tarsus. 
Before proceed ing with i dentif icat ion mak e sure the bird is 
not a Wood Pewee or a \'/hi te-ey ed Vireo. Pewee tars i measure 
12 to 14 mm,; Empidonax, gener ally 15 to 1 8, Pewee win g is 
generally 75 mm. or more and i s br owner th an any Empid onax. 
Vireos bite; flycatchers do not. 

Di s tinction of AGE: 
I mmature--wid e buffy win g bars, 
Adult--narrow white win g bars. 

Di st i n ction of SPECIES : 
A. 13ack brownis h and throat white (or grayish): 

{ 

(1) 6th primary always notched. j 
(2 ) Tail notched, 

1 ( 3 ) 10th primary~ 5th primary, 
(4) Bill~ 5, 5 mm across nostrils. 
(5) \tin g <'. 69 mm (One sample 57-67) 

Tail rounded-,-

LE.AST 

{

(l) 
( 2 ) 

2 (3 ) 
(4) 
( 5 ) 

6th primary not notched. } 

l Oth primary~ 5th primary, TRAILL I S 
Bill~ -5,5 mm across nostrils, 
Wing "7 63 mm (One sample 63-74) 




