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Photos which -have to be returned to the author present a special 
problem. The pictures on the previous page were taken in Black and 
White especially for this purpose, they were cut up and made into a 
composition, so there was no problem. When they have to be returned how
ever, we cannot cut them up and we then have to make paper frames to fit 
around them and have the printer re-shoot the whole business. If there 
is anything which is bad, that is it--it is both time consuming and af
ter a couple of pages like that,, •• ,I'll leave my disposition to your 
imagination, 

Since the off-set printing method calls for camera copies to be 
photographed we do have a certain amount of flexibility, If an error 
is made, it is not necessary to retype the whole page: a sticker with 
the correction on it, can be pasted over the error. If, after it's all 
done, I do not like something, I can stick a blank piece of paper over 
it, with an illustration on it, and the original typing cannot be seen 
anymore, 

When the whole issue is done, it is delivered to the printer. I 
like to hand-carry it to Bellevil]e because when I mail it, it causes 
several sleepless nights •• , suppose it were to get lost in the mail 7 
I cannot make a carbon copy of it; if I did, the page impressions would 
be broader and when reduced, the print would be less legible, 

This, however, is not the end of the story. Every day, mail comes 
in. People have questions, waht reprints, would like to buy old issues, 
have suggestions, or comments,,,,or just feel like writing,,, These ]et
ters have to be answered, Sometimes, a postcard or a quick-reply form 
will do the trick: usually, it is necessary to write a long epistle. I 
do not Jike to do things half-way, Books have to be requested for book 
reviews; photographs which come in, in slide form, have to be brought 
to processing services and often, photos have to be cropped. 

Very often, particularly during the summer months, a lot of issues 
are returned as undeliverable, Often, no forwarding address is given. 
Between 60 and 100 such i terns are returned to us by the pos,t, office as 
Third Class Mail is not forwardable, People just do not seem to care to 
advise us where they are moving, 10¢ is paid on each item as postage 
due (since it is sent out bulk rate during the original mailing as Ruth 
Rose will tell you in the next part of this story); 10¢ more is needed 
to send them to the new address and 18¢ additional are needed to send 
copies of the change of address to Ruth Rose, Becky Cregar and Herb 
Volker, our membership chairman. It isn't just the money which is was-
ted to process these problem children, it is the effort expended to go 
thru these motions too, Add this to everything else, my job and my field 
work(which seems to have diminished greatly over the last couple of months) 
and what do you have left1 about 1/2 hour a day to look at the News on 
T,V, I'm not kidding either, However,,.the bright points of the job ever
shadow the sad parts by far, I like working with you and I have found a 
great many new friends, 

I only hope, I'll be able to keep doing it as long as my predeces
sor,,,and do as good a job as he did, 

NINE YEARS OF BIRD BANDING AT FOUR AREAS IN NEW JERSEY 

I, INTRODUCTION 

By Oscar Sussman, Raymond E, Kerlin, William C, Carter, 
George Haws, Walter Gusciora, and Martin Goldfield 

INTRODUCTION1 

Birds were captured and banded at four areas in New Jersey from 
1960 through 1961:l as part of an extensive study of the ecology of Eastern 
and Western Encephalitis, The first ,five years of this activity have 
been s~arized ~Sussman et al 1966), The purpose of this report is to 
present information on the number and kind of birds captured at th 
four areas. For this study, we are not considering the handing rec:;~s 
of other areas where birds were captured over a shorter period of time, 

The object of this series of articles (over the next 11 or 12 is
sues of EBBA News. Ed,) is to present the mass of information which has 
been co~lecte~ during_nine years, The extensive amount of information pre
cludes 1ntens~ve consideration of many specific points of interest, Only 
a few conclµs1ons are made concerning returning characteristics and 
lon~evity. It i~ anticipated that the authors ;ill prepare additional 
art~cles regarding seasonal variation, resident species and migration 
I~ 1s further anticipated that other workers will refer to thi~ infor~a
t1on and draw conclusions. 

LOCATION OF AREAS: 

Great S:-amp, Thi~ area includes the Great Swamp National :·lildlife 
Refuge, Passa~c Township, Horris County and sanitary landfill just across 
the b?unclary 1n Chatham Township, Morris County, Latitude and longitude 
coordinates: 404-0742, ' 

Forked River, All of the activities in this area were conducted at 
Forkedlliver Game Farm, I T h' 
0741. ,acey owns 1p, Ocean County, Coordinates 1 395-

?cean~ill~, l:fost of the activities in this area were conducted at 
th~ Br1gant1ne National Wildlife Refuge, Some bird capturing was accom
pl1s~ed at a nearby residential area and at the Nacote Creek Experimental 
Stat1?n• All of these stations are in Galloway Township, Atlantic County, 
Coord1nates1 392-0742, 

~Manor.All of the activities in this area were conducted at 
the Atlantic County Game Preserve, a private club in Estell Manor, Atlan
tic County, Coordinates: 392-0744, 

OPERATING PROCEDURES: 

Bird capturing activities in these areas were performed by public 
health veterinarians assigned or attached to the Veterinary Public Health 
PrograM of the New Jersey State Department of Health and by veterinary 
students and graduate students in biology under the supervision of the 
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veterinarians, 

Most of th e bird captures were made wjth mist nets placed along 
trails in wooded sections, A fe w mist nets were placed in residential 
areas, A sta r l in g trap was used at Great Swamp 1966 and 1967, Forked 
River 1966, 1967 and 1968 , and Oceanvil 1e 1968 . 

The project was operated throu ghout the year at the four areas 
durin g several of the years covered by this report, Table I shows the 
periods of operation by area and by year, 

Processing of birds included identification, sexing by plumage 
of certain species, banding, and drawing a blood specimen by jugular 
venipuncture (Kerlin, 1964; Kerlin and Sussman, 1963), following which 
the birds were released, 

In addition to banding schedules and other reports required by 
the U.S. Department of the Interior, a file card was prepared for each 
bird which repeated or returned. 

CAPTURES• 

Durin g the peri od of this report, a total of 39, 976 captures of 
148 species was made at these four areas, Birds were subjected to veni
puncture at the t ime of initial capture and at the time of each repeat 
or return, except when recaptured within a week, 

A tota l of 34 ,366 birds were ba nded at t hese four areas durin g this 
period , The majorit y of birds were not recapt ured (repea ts and/o r r eturns), 
as Plight be expecte d, for many birds were int ransi t migrants, Never the
less recapt ures were made 5 , 610 times . These captu r es were of 4 , 343 in
dividuals or 12 .6% of the t otal bande d, Summary of number of birds cap
tured and recapture d are sh own in Table II, 

RETURNS, LONGEVITY AND FOREIGN RETRAPS 1 

The l ongest per iod be tween banding and most recent ca pture in this 
study is seve n years, A White- eyed Vire o at Oceanville and an Ovenbird at 
Estell Manor each hold this re cord , Ret urning characteristic s , lo ngevity 
and forei gn r etra ps will be covere d in more detail in subse quent articles 
in this series. 
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.fl VAI!,J\BILITY OF RECORDS 1 

J\11 of the records 
ble for study and use by 
by contacting1 

upon which these articles are based are ·1 
· t t d avai a-in eres e persons, Arran gements may be made 

New J~rsey State Department of Health 
Veterinary Public Hea]th ProP.ram 
P,O, Box l.540 ' 
Trenton, New Jersey 0862.5 

* * * 
Oscar Sussman, D,V.~ X pH JD . . 

Health Pro gram. Raymond E ·•K• '1'. • 'v' , •. •, is Chief, Veterinary P.Jblic 
D ' • er in, ,,.,.D • , 1-' F H d W" 11 · .V,M,, M,P,H, are Senior Publi c He ]th Vt"."•. an i lam C. Carter, 
B,S, ! i~ a Principal Biolo gist; 1-!ar~in Go~d?l~ri~ns; ~lalter _R, Gusciora, 
Commissioner of Heal th New J St ie , ?-.,D, is 1\ssistant 
Haws is Assistant Wildiife Bi~r~efst ai~ ~e~art ment_ of Health; and Geor ge 
sey Department of Environmental~ t' t~vision of Fish and Game, New Jer-

o ec ion, Trenton, New Jersey 0862.5, 

This investigation was sup orted . 
Research Grant #AI - 04397 from ih in part by_Public Health Service 
stitute of Aller gy and Infecti· De_National Institutes of Health, In-

ous iseases, 

* * * 
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Gr eat Swwl,E Forked River Oceanville Estell Manor 

12 From To 
~ 12 ~ 12 ~ i\pr. Sep, 

1960 
May Dec, Jun, Dec, Apr, Dec. 

1961 May Dec, 
Jun, Dec. Jun. Dec, Jun. Dec. 

1962 Jun, Dec, 
Dec. Jan. Dec. Jan, Dec, 

1963 Jan. Dec, Jan, 
Jan, Dec. Jan. Dec. Jan, Dec. 

1964 Jan, Dec, 
Jan, Dec, Jan, Dec, Jan, Dec, 

1965 Jan, Dec, 
Jan, Dec. Jan, Dec, 

1966 Jan, Dec, Jan, Dec, 
Jan, Nov. Jan. Dec, Jan. Nov, 

1967 Jan, Nov, 
1.968 Aug, Oct, Au~. Oct, Jan, Oct, 

TABIE I, PERIODS OF OPERATION 

* * * 

Forked River Oceanville Estell Manor Four J\reas 
Great Swamp Rec, Banded Rec. 

~ ~~ Banded 
~ ~ ~ m- T ---rz's T 

1960 
85 767 124 976 290 685 139 3,004 6J8 

1961 576 
1,622 307 815 213 763 272 670 163 3,870 955 

1962 3,420 1 ,036 
1963 1,343 404 637 154 788 328 652 150 

415 89 386 142 568 157 2,10 9 543 
1964 740 155 698 106 3,179 488 

134 651 78 1,031 170 
1965 799 

190 1,313 240 823 348 8 ,449 881 
1966 3,110 103 3,203 

794 155 7,834 856 
1967 2,822 204 3,08 8 278 1,130 219 

2 1~z6 179 
1968 202 8 964 24 1 ,207 147 

TOTAL 
10,540 1,150 7,594 1,80 8 5,015 1,252 34,3 66 5,610 

FOR 11,217 1,400 
PERIOD 

TABLE II, NID1BER OF BIRDS BANDED AND RECAPTURED 
(Returns and Repeats) 

--New Jersey State Department of Health, Veterinary Public Health Program, 

P,O, Box 1540, Trenton, N,J, 08625, 

* * * 
NOTE, It was with some hesitance, that we accepted the above ~or publication, 

!~:p~~;a!e:t~~~~r!r5~~\~i~;g!! ::c~: ~=!~:~h~ie!!~Aa;~:;·:~~di~~il~~::~tire 
k I could not decide otherwise, J\ wealth of information is conta ne in 

~~: twelve chapters which otherwise would not find itself inio the ~an?,s.~:, 
our members, We've been preachin g consistently about those o r o~ w oi ~1 

on vast mountains of information which you do not want to see n ° pr n • 
Here is one instance of the opposite; thanks to the authors of the above, 
all banders in EBBA will be able to share the data ga;heredtbI ~he:~ ~en!i:dy 
men, We hope you benefit from the amount of work they ve pu no ei~ditor.' 
and your favorable reaction to seeing this in print, in EBBA News, 

BOOKS FOR SANDERS 
Edited by: MABEL GILLESPIE 

PORTRAITS OF TROPICAL BIRDS 
by John S, Dunning 
Livin gston Publishing Company, Wynnewood, Pa, $20,00, 

1.-Jhen the author retired from business he had definite plans to 
photo graph in natural surroundin gs as many neotro pical birds as pos
sible, Aided by his wife, Harriet, he achieved remarkable success in 
this venture. 
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In the foreword , Olin S. Pettin i;!ill Jr. wrUes 1 "Besides showing 
the colors of th e fle shy parts that dead specimens almost immediately 
los e, t he pictures pr ovide other com~lementary informatio n about head 
cre sts , facial expres sions, and body contours ,,,, if t he scientific re
cor ds of all species could be accompanied by photographs of t his qua
lit y f or comparative purposes, imagine the aid such photographs would 
be to taxonomists in solving many of the puzzl i ng relationships, The 
photog raphs are first s for many of t he species , One •• ,was take n in 
Columbia before the species was even known to science". 

"Many of the species portrayed are sharply restricted to particu
lar - usually forested - habitats, now being depleted at an alarmingly 
accelerated rate, This suggests the distressing possibility that some 
of the species, since they are almost certainly incapable of accepting 
new habitats once they lose those to which they are stringently adapted, 
may soon disappear forever should their habitats be entirely eliminated. 
Horrible as the thought may be, the photographs of certain species in 
this book could very well be the last ever taken," 

In the introduction the author writes that when he and his wife 
arrived in Panama ·they little realized how unprepared they were to make 
a photographic record, "I remember so well our first morning out with 
the bird banders, A bird was handed to us. We did the only thing we 
could do - my wife held the bird in her hand while I focused the camera 
on it, The results were awful. The bird was scared and looked it. The 
legs did not show, The lightning in the forest was inadequate." 

This must sound familiar to many banders. Mr. Dunning solved many 
difficulties by using devices that will be of interest and value to the 
photographers in our midst. After birds were caught in mist nets they 
were placed in a specially designed enclosure with camera focused fun a 
perch and an electronic flash unit was used for lighting. For each spe
cies the attemp t wa s made to mount the prope r perch and bac kgro und fo
liage in the encl os ure. When placed i n the cage, the bird woul d soon 
quiet down and r es t on this perch, The photography was of t en completed 
in a half hour and the bird was rel eas ed i n its own home ar ea. 




