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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF BANDERS TO PRESERVE THEIR RECORDS 
By Donald S, Heintzelman 

During the past few years, I have been engaged in a number of or
nithological research projects which required reference to original, 
often unpublished, data in the files of amateur and professional ornitho
logists and bird banders, As I examined these records, I was deeply im
pressed by their scientific value, In some instances, they represented 
the only scientific documentation of the birdlife of a particular region
documentation which not only covered long periods of time, but also was 

irreplaceable, At the same time, I was deeply concerned by the fact that 
many persons have not planned for the eventual permanent preservation of 
their ornithology notebooks containing a lifetime of observational and 
banding data. The tragedy is that often these notes become discarded as 
estates are being settled! What a loss to science this isl Yet, this 
happens all too frequently, 

Therefore, I submit that it is the responsibility of all bird 
students, bird banders and other ornithologists, to take adequate mea
sures to assure that their records will be permanently placed in a depo
sitory where they can be preserved and made available to all qualified 
research workers, Particularly, this responsibility weighs heavily upon 
active banders who are not formally associated with institutional banding 
programs where adequate security is provided for their records, Perhaps 
a good way to insure the future safety of private banders' records would 
be to establish as one condition of the renewal and r,ranting of a bandin� 
permit a written agreement of intent that banding records and notebooks, 
at an appropriate time (usually the death of the bander), are to be depo
sited in a recognized depository for scientific records, the name of which 
would be supplied to the federal banding office and kept on permanent file 
there, When one considers the tremendous sums of money which are spent 
annually by the federal government to run the bird banding program, and 
the fact that the issue of a banding permit is in itself recognition that 
one is granted special permission to assist in a large scale scientific 
research program, it is not unreasonable to expect that a condition for 
the granting of this special permission should be written indication re
garding the ultimate disposition of the records which are amassed under 
the authority of a banding permit, 

This is hardly a new or novel idea, Persons currently holding fe
deral scientific collecting permits must indicate, in·writing, the name 
of the institution in which all of their specimens ultimately will be de
posited, Why should the same requirement not apply to the records of 
bird handers? 

Although the selection of a recognized deposit�ry would, in most 
cases, remain the option of the bander, it would probably be best if the 
bander deposited his original records in a depository in the state in 
which most of his banding was conducted, Remember, it was that state as 
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--Bureau of Science, New Jersey State Museum, 205 West Trenton, New Jersey 08625, 
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