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September 20, 1970,,,, This has been a memorable weekend at our former 
O,R, station on top of the Allegheny Front Mountains (10 miles SE of 
Davis, w.va.). Not only were there lots of migrating warblers but the 
Broadwing Hawk flights were fabulous as over 5000 were observed going 
southward yesterday and today. (In October, word reached us that the 
most magnificent hawk flights of the century took place near Cape 
May, N,J,, but unfortunately exact details are lacking, Ed,), Only once 
in 16 years have I ever seen greater numbers of hawks, 

Hawk watching during fall migration is becoming more popular each 
year and this year I counted 57 watchers up on Bear Rocks at one time 
with others coming and going, The Bear Rocks observation post is 3½ mi, 
north of our banding area, The main warbler movement is usually over by 
1000 hours each morning and often the handers go up to the outlook to 
watch for hawks at this time of year, 

Ravens are also often seen round this time of year and yesterday 
27 were doing their acrobatics just to the north of us. The previous 
record for numbers I recorded was 18 seen at one time, several years 
ago. I know of no other bird that seems to enjoy life as much as a raven. 
They are continually doing their airial stunts and occasionally pester 
the hawks for added excitement while "talking" to each other with hoarse 
croaks. 

The axiom that a day that is poor for warbler migration ii,; often 
good for hawks sure holds true in this area, The best warbler flights 
occur on days when there is a strong westerly wind that keeps the migrants 




