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The North .American Nest-Record Card Program Center reports that 
t}\e Laboratory of Ornithology's ninth annual book, The Living Bird, to 
be published in late 1970, will contain an article on the Eastern Blue
bird, by Dr. Peakall. For this article, he has made the first major ana
lysis of nest-record card data by means of a computer. A total of 8000 
records were used in this analysis. The calculation of breeding season, 
clutch size, and breeding success required an execution time of 1.8 mi
nutes on the computer! 

At this time, the Laboratory of Ornithology urges all individual~, 
as well as Regional Centers- to return any completed nest-record cards 
that have not been sent to the Laboratory. The address is1 North American 
Nest-Record Card Program, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker 
Woods Road, Ithaca, New York 14850. 

LONG-LIVED HOUSE FINCH 
By Roy F. Frock, Jr. 

On 14 November, 1969 I retrapped a male House Finch 54-73941, in 
my yard at Feasterville, Pennsylvania. The Banding Laboratory advised me 
that it had been banded on 6 January, 1962, by the late Louis Reichel at 
Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania. Huntinedon Valley is a little over five 
miles southwest of F'easterville. 

The bird was "at least one year old" when banded, so at the time 
it was retrapped it was at least eight years old. This seems to be a 
ripe old age for so small a bird. 

100 Elmwood Avenue, Feasterville, Pa, 19047 

THE WANDERING GRACKLE 

Mr. Patrick K. Garland of Saratoga Springs, New York, informs us 
that he banded a Common Grackle at Wilton, New York on 5 July, 1964. Pe
culiar as it may seem, this Grackle, No. 723-94046, was found dead in 
Denver, Colorado! ••• ·l'lrites Larry Hood of the Bird Banding Laboratory1 
"This is the first recovery we have ever had of a Common Grackle, banded 
in the State of New York and recovered in Colorado." 

Mr. Garland sent this tidbit to us, because he felt it was worthy 
of publication. We agree with him, it seems most extraordinary. Some of 
these peculiarities only come to light, when they are submitted to a 
regional journal. Mr. Garland lives at RD!,2 Edee Road in Saratoga Springs, 
New York 12866. 
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A tlsntic Fig wag Review 

Ageing .!2J'.: ~ ossification 

Skulling is a method used to determine the age of a bird indicated 
by the degree of skull ossification, i.e., the progressing development 
of the bone structure of the skull. To obtain any form of accuracy, skul
ling can only be done ~Tith a good source of light, so directed that it 
will reflect off the skull, and a wetting solution for the feathers to 
ease the examination. A magnifying lens of at least five power is very 
helpful and highly recommended. 

The bird should be held, so that the head can be held still. A wet
ting agent should be used to part the feathering and hold it down flat. 
Water is safest, but as feathers repel water, many banders use additives. 
Alcohol and a solution made of Kodak Photo-flo is often used, but tests 
have proven that such solutions can be harmful to the bird, particular
ly to their eyes. This wetting agent, whatever is used, should be used 
on the skin as well. A moist skin is more transparent. The area which is 
of greatest interest to the bander is marked in the accompanying drawinr,s 
with a triangle, from between the eyes, extending backward toward the 
rear. (Mellencamp, Skull ossification in the White-throated Sparrow, EBBA 
~. J21 109-111, 1969) --
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When you hold the bird, you should. hold it so that its head is be
tween your index finger and thumb. With the field of view prepared, look 
through the skin. This is where most of the errors are being made in skul
ling. Too many people look at the skull. If the bird is an adult, you will 
see a whitish field with small dots, as in figure 1a1 if an immature (HY), 
you'll see a pinkish/reddish field, as in figure Ja. Figure 2a, shows a 
partially ossified bird. 




