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FOREIGN RECOVERY INFORMATION EXCHANGE 

We have heard about only one or the foreign recoveries published in 
t he l as t issue - House Finch 75-07477. This bird was trapped by Mr. G. 
Hapgood Par ks on March 9, 1970 at Hartford, Conn. as an AHY-F, which had 
a gTeeu plastic color band on the left leg. It had been banded by Richard 
Cohen at Atla nt i c Bea ch, L.I., N.Y. on July 15, 1969 as HY-U. 

A full 23 more foreign retraps have been reported, all of them of one 
family, Fringillidae. Check your records to see if any are yours ••• 

Evening Grosbeak 57-174747 House Finch 101-12 5917 
-"- 74-145761 Pine Siskin 119-97458 

-"- 74-141102 -"- 119-67896 
-"- 692-30414 American Goldfinch 32-74856 

-"- 64-153019 Slate-colored Junco 119-60619 
-"- 69-131644 Tree Sparrow 74-65024 
-"- 60-120938 -"- 63-753l,.7 

-"- 752-73028 _11_ 70-28042 
Purple Finch 76-26232 -"- 61-82539 

ff 77-50515 -"- 76-81172 
-"- 64-51895 Song Sparrow 106-179314 
-"- 72-74164 

IBB MEETING The 1970 conference of the Inland Bird Banding Association 
will be hel d August 28-31, 1970 in Bi rmingham, Alabama.. IBBA 

Secretary (and one of E'BBA News' artists) Carol Rudy write s, "we fe :Lt 
that this location would make it possible for our southern members to par­
ticipate, and hope that some of your members can join us too ••• Birmingham 
Southern College facilities will be available for food and lodging as well 
as for papers sessions and workshops ••• Papers or talks by EBBA members 
are espec i ally welcome. Anyone wishing to give a paper should contact the 
program chai.rlnan, Bernard Brouchoud, Box 456, Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 11 

AGE RATIO REPORT ON RED-EYED VIREOS - SEPTEMBER, 0 CTOBE.R 1969 
By Harriet Marsi 

139 

I live in the Southern Tier section oi New York State on 50 acres of 
former farmland. I band on a hillside sloped at approximately a 12 degree 
angle. This 1,1as former pasture land and is now almost completely o-.ergrown 
by thornapple - the largest of which are approximately 12 fe,et higl1. My 
nets are strung in a straight line along the contour of the hill about 75 
feet above a farm pond. I string five nets each 60 ft. by 7 ft. 

During the fall of 1969 I had an opportunity to do a great deal more 
banding than I have done in previous years. During September and October 
I had my nets up 30 mornings fro:n approximately 6 a.m. to approximately 
10 a.m. As a result I banded a total of 72 red-eyed vireos. Of these 68 -
or approximately 94% - were immature birds. Of the four adults netted 
three were caught during the first two weeks of September. The fourth was 
banded September 19th. Since red-eyed vireos nest here there is the 
possibility that these birds may have been here all summer. 

In all cases ageing was done by eye coloration. Often this was 
substantiated by checking sk,111 ossification, although as the weather 
beca..111e colder this was done less frequently. 

The following chart shows the distribution by weeks. 

DATE HY A,_qy TOTAL TIMES NETS WERE UP 

Sept 1-6 l+ 2 5 3 
7-13 12 1 lJ 5 

14-20 22 1 23 6 
21-27 12 0 12 5 
28-0ct /4. 11 0 11 3 

Oct 5-11 5 0 5 2 
12-18 1 0 1 4 
19- 25 1 0 1 2 
26- 30 0 ..Q_ 0 0 

TOTALS 68- 4 72 30 

Realizing that data for one year o~ly is pretty inconclusive, I 
looked up my records for th ,:i five years prior to 1969. Although I do not 
have large numbers for these years I thought a similar trend might be 
indicated. The following chart sums up this research: 
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YEAR HY AHY TOTAL 

1964 11 0 11 

1965 5 1 6 
1966 17 2 19 
1967 12 2 14 
1968 20 _1_ 21 

65 6 71 TOTAL 

Thus of 71 red-eyed vireos banded during the fall migrations of 196.4, 
through l968, 65 or some'Whs.t under 92% were immature birds. I think this 
supports the trend observed in 1969. 

The obvious conclusio:i. 0'1'3 might dra1,1 from these figures is that 
immature red-eyed vireos migrate through this area in the fall largely 
without adu_lts. 

However it occurs to me that at least one other expl~nation of the 
absence of adult birds irr .ny figures might be that. adult bi~ds ~re net­
shy _ that they are present but I au just not getting thme in my nets• 

It would be difficult for me to obtain data on this b:1t here is where . 
other banders can help. Are other ban:lers in my area ge~trn~ both adult and 
immature red-eyed ·vireos during :fall migrations or do th'lir figures ~upp:irt 

• ? Are other banders elsewhere - perhaps along the coast - getting a 
~~;;; percentage of adults? a ~mixture? or results like mine? Do other 
banders have explanations I have not thought of :fbr ro.y figures? I would 
appreciate comparisons. 

Friendsville Stage, Binghamton, N.Y. 13903 
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A STATISTICAL NOTE ON OVERLAP IN MEASUREMENTS 
By Jack P, Hallman 

Actual published figures sometimes provide a more interesting 
immediate problem for introducing a statistical point in banding than 
would any consideration of abstract pr-lnciples. Robertson ' s (EBBA~, 
33(2): 79-80, 1970) comments on wing measurements of accipiters provides 
just such a problem. His tables of ranges show no overl ap a~ong the three 
species considered, and no overlap bet1,;een th'l two aexes of a given species 
(with exceptions to the latter disc;1ssed in the text). The conclusion mo.st 
banders would dra1,1 is that any accipiter in the hand can be identified 
unambiguously as to species and sex by wing measurement along. However, 
this conclusion is not necessarily valid from the data presented.. 

The problem is that the range in a series of measuremerrts is not a 
good representative statistic for the actu9.l variatio:i that occurs. There 
are many "best estimates" of population variation that may be calcualated 
from a sample of measurements, but the most common one is the standard 
deviatio .n(s). Three standard deviations to -sither side of the mean value 
(x) embrace more than 99% of the values actually occurring in the popula­
tion. Therefore, a convenient way of checking the best estimate of whether 
the hawk wing measurements really overlap would be to tabulate x -Js and 
x +3s. Only the person having the actual set of measurements can calc~ate 
s. 

As a rapid check on the data presented, ho',iever, we can use the range 
(R) to estimate the sample standard deviatiorr (s) according to the method 
presented by Natrella (Experimental Statistics, U.S. Dept. of Commerce, 
1963, pp. 2-6 to 2-7). The range is defined as the difference between the 
highest and lowest value. The range is then divided by a tabulated factor 
d which is very nearly the square-root of the sample size (n), when n lies 
b~t ween 3 and 10. Thus, our estimate of s (se) is calculated by: s

6 
= 

R/d0 , As the sample size (n) becomes larger, the range (R) becomes a vecy 
inefficient estimator of the standard deviation. 

(Another quick method that ~ives somewhat different resuJ.ts was 
suggested by Mosteller and Bush (Handbook of Social Psychology. Chapter 
8, p. 323, 1954) . For sample sizes up ton= 15, they suggest using se= 
R/n for rough calculations . ) 

We can make a very crude estimate of the overlap by using the 
Natrella values ford up ton= 12, and the square root of n for n 
greater than 12, reca£ling that the latter is a poor estimate. These 
rough calculations, shown in the accompanying table, were made with a 
slide rule and may thus lack accuracy in the third digit; nevertheless 
they illustrate the statistical point as well as giving a rough check on 
the actual example of accipiter wing lengths. 




