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MULTIPLE RECOVERIES OF EVENING GROSBEAK Ai.l\fD AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 
By Kathleen S. Anderson and Eleanor A. Sabin 

Multiple racoYeries of an individual bird are uncommon enoagh to be 
worthy of record. 

In checking the banding records and recoveries of oirds banded by 
the late Elizabeth F. Romaine of Middleboro, Massachusetts t,,10 such 
recoveries have appeared. 

An. adult female Evening Grosbeak (Hesperiphona Vespertins.), #62-134006, 
banded i n North Middleboro on 13 January 1963, was reporte~ as h~ving been 
trapped and rel ea sed at Enfield, Maine on_8 May 1964, On ~l April 1?69 the 
bir d was found injured and subse que ntly died at Brevard, North ?arolina. 
This grosbeak would have been at least 6½ years of age at the time of 
death. 

An adult male A.~erican Goldfinch (Spinus Tristis) /.~102-94271, banded 
in North Middleboro on 29 April 1963, had not done as much traveling, if 
the recoveries are indicative of maximum wandering (which they probably 
are not), The bird was trapped in South Hingham on 9 December 1968 and 
found dead six months later in Fairhaven on 28 May 1969, All of these 
towns are in southeastern Massachusetts, 19 and 22 miles from Middleboro, 
respectively, and the two recoveries were 40 miles apart. 

Both of these second recoveries were made after the death of Mrs. 
Romaine and wo·a.ld have been undetected had not her rec-:irds remained intact 
an:i recoveries continued to accumulate. The Manomet Bird Observatory has 
been made the repository of the banding records of two deceased Massachusetts 
ba.nders, Mrs. Romaine and Kurt R. Groote of Walpole. In the fL1t1~e the 
Observatory will he ri.otified by the Banding Office of any recove:ies of 
birds oanded by these individuals so that their records may remain complete 
and available to interested researchers. 

William Pepper's 1958 article, 11It's Later Than You Think 11 (EBBA News, 
21(5):84-85), raised the question of what should be done with the re~ords 
of persons no longer banding. Deposition at the nearest permanent Bird 
Observatory would seem to be one solution. Unfortunately, (unlike Great 
Britain with 22 observatories and a dozen or more Field St udy Centers) 
North ~erica has only three observatories. These are all less than six 
years old and are the Long Point Bird Obser17atory in Ontario, the Pain~ 
Reyes Bird Observatory in California and the Manomet Bird Observatory in 
Massachusetts. Space, funds and available staff are problems at all three 
obser17atories but, we hope, not insoluble problems. 

(This manuscript is Contribution #2 of the Manomet Bird Observatory) 

Manomet, Mass. 02345 
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HUMMINGBIRD NOTES 
By Mabel Gillespie 

Duri ng a few brief winter seasons I have been able to engage in a 
study of a presumably rather stable wintering population on a dairy 
ranch some ten mil es south of San Luis Obispo, California. The mot!ler 
of the rancher lives in a bungalow on a steep slope abo-.e the barns and 
ponds beyond which were grassy slopes where the cattle grazed. 111:rs M. 
always rad quantities of bird feed on the terrace by her house which was 
shaded by live oaks and an im.nense Monterey pine. Counting the ducks on 
the ponds, the red-winged blackbirds and swallows which never came. quite 
to the terrace, turkey vultures and red-tailed hawks soaring over the 
pastures, I have counted nearly fifty species of birds on or about the 
terrace, 

I had been eager to try banding there, but since it would be necessary 
to use nets I had been hesitant about asking permission to use them, 
Finally, however, Mr. M. herself urged me to undertake the project, and 
in 1966 I operated three nets five times for periods varying from four to 
six hours. It has been possible to continue this study in 1967, 1968, and 
1970. The results have seemed worthwhile, but it is not an over-all 
8.lillffiary that I now wish to present, but an incident involving hummingbirds. 
And before I present my experiences with two species of these little jewels, 
I will quote a bit from G. Brooke Worth's!, Naturalist in Trihidad which 
was reviewed in this publication recently. 

Dr. Worth wrote: 11We had to spend part of our time extricating humming
birds from net meshes. Sometimes they gave us more trouble than larger 
birds, owing to their lodging halfway through a mesh that could have 
engaged no more than a head or leg of a tanager." The hummers were marked 
by snipping half an inch from the outermost primary feather on the right 
sied, then the next wing primary in a following bird, and so on until 
starting on the left side. 

11Each ground net set up ••• as I expanded my program, initially caught 
more hummingbirds than later on. And it was several months after I began 
to wing clip them before a single idiot Hairy Hernit returned to a net. 
By that time I had marked thirty-six of these creatures distributed among 
six species. Yet the clearing was still full of hummingbirds, traversing 
it like arrows or stopping to feed on helicornias a few feet from my 
swivel chair on the gallery. Many times their trajectories took them 
straight toward a net. Now, however, they stopped short of it, hover •
ing in stationary contemplation. With their ability to fly up, down, 
sideways and backwards, they simply maneuvered until they topped the 
net and were off like darts in their original directions. If they hact 
learned about the nets in one lesson, weren't they 1 smarter 1 than other 
birds? ••• Obviously if I couldn't catch them, I could not aver that they 
were wing-clipped. Bi'.t how else explain their behavioral change? 11 
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A;mo.ng other devices £ or attracting birds at the dairy ranch, Mrs. M. 
had several hummingbir d feeders hanging from the roof or from trees over 
the terrace. There were both Anna's and Allen's humm.ing~irds.wintering 
i n the area. I had no soo.ner set up the nets than the tin~ mites began 
flying into them. I was ap~ ed. I had no mean~ of tagging them, and 
I visioned the nuis ance of having constantly to disentangle them. 

In the first place it was very easy to remove them from the mesh. In 
this respect my experience differed from Dr. Worth's. He clai lll9d that they 
were difficult to extricate. Perhapa I r escu ed the m .more quicltly, or the 
mesh in my n,ets may have been more closely woven. My- dismay soon tur ned 
to delight in holding such a jeweled mite, turnin g it this way and that 
to catch the li ght so that it sparkled like the emeralds and rubies in 
a brooch. Dr. Worth wrote that a hummingbird in the hand "provides 
unsurpassable moments." Altogether, I must have extricated a dozen of 
the little beauties during the firat day of banding. 

Two weeks passed before I set UP the nets on .a.nd about the terrace 
fo:r;-a second period of banding. The.hummingbirds were coming to and 
going from the feeders as before. I watched one set its flight directly 
toward a net, and then stop short. It hovered stationary in mid air for 
a seco:i.d, and then shot directly up arid over the net. Again and again I 
watched this maneuver. And during the following three weeks when I spent 
three more days of banding at the ranch the hummingbirds contined to avoid 
the nets. I may have caught one or two after the first day, and they 
might have been individuals that hs.d not previously encountered a net. 
But time afber time a hummer would fly directly toward a net, stop short 
just in time to avoid being captured, and then bound up and over the net 
and continue in its original direction of flight. 

Dr. Worth wants to avoid anthropomorphic analysis of such behavior, 
but feels nevertheless that the hµromingbirds were "sm.a.rter' than other 
species. If their actions were due entirely to keen vision they would 
have avoided the nets in the first place. In my experience often a 
week or ten days might have elapsed between netting operations. Yet the 
hummingbirds still remembered and avoided the nets. 

P.O. Box 575, Oak Bluffs, Mass. 02557 

DORSAL WING COVERTS OF BLUE JAY ( CYANOCITTA CRISTATA) 
GUIDE TO AGE 

By Eleanor Dater 

Early in 1965 I started taking notes on the dorsal wing plumage 
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of the blue jay. My aim was to find a definite formula for deterlllining 
age. I also hoped to find some means of determining their sex. 

Method 

All data came from live wild birds capture r.i, banc.ed and released 
in my back yard, 259 Grove St., Ramsey, N.J. In July 1966 I started 
recording my findings on :~½11 x 1111 sheets on 1,:;1ich is a printed dorsal 
wing pattern with plenty of room for notes. See Fig. 1. In addition 
to wing data I recorded dorsal body molt, eye, tongue and bill color 
and chord of wing on every jay handled, new or 'return from before 1966. 

This has given me the following material from which to work. From 
1956 through 1965 I banded 1,350 jays, from which I have had 124 returns. 
There were no records on age at banding. From 1966 through 1969 I banded 
1200 jays from which I have 241 returns. Of this latter group (1200) 
70% to 75% were in juvenal and or first winter plumage when banded. 
Those juvenal birds taken from July 1 through October repeated several 
times a d9.y over the four month period. From these data I fo'.llld the 
s•aquence of the wing covert molt as noted below; the s01rn.11er and winter 
population density around my station and s::,me possible significant data 
on tongue and throat color relative to sex; also interesting material 
on jay migration. 

There are four distinct plumages from fledgling to full adult bird: 
(1) fledgling or juvenal; (2) first winter or post juvenal which persists 
through 1st breeding; (J) first post nuptial molt whic h pro duces second 
winter plumage or second breeding plumage; (4) second post •nuptial 
molt which produces the third winter and or final ad.ult plumage. 

I. Juvenal or fledgling plumage see fig. 2 or fledgling plumage. 
Head a.~d body gray; nuchal band brownish gray black; bill light or 
white inside, darkens with age; tongue always pink which it retains at 
least until Feb. l; all lesser coverts gray; all middle coverts gray; 
greater secondary coverts slightly brownish dull blue ~;ith white tips 
edged with tan. They are unbarred; greater primary coverts dull blue 
tan cast; alular feathers same .Jolor as greater primary coverts but 
sometimes show black dots or very faint bars in a few birds. 




