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The 
P1e1idsnf'1 

Me111g, 

Occasionally one hears the following 
question asked in a lamentable tone: "What 
cM I do with my banding data?" Or, "How 
may my banding data be of more value?" 
Without going into the st atisti cal maze of 
considering how one could work up one's own 
raw data, let me dwell a moment on the point 
of how one 1 s raw data may assume other value. 

th data acc1.llll,ulated by 8ll individual bander are 
~u!:l.t~ f re~ueatly, e tit due to inadequate time to pursue one's 

eit®r insufficien t 1~ ~~self is - i nadequately trained to realize the 
avoeati on, or the ~ee~ limited dat a. Many of us have bits and pieces 
full statistical V h h i d silig ly appear to have little value. Thus 
ot info).'ID,ation whic wen v ewe 
the predicament of what to do. 

f these data to puzzle pieces. A lone puzzle 
Consider the analo~ 0 al However when put into proper context 

~ baa little 1nt:i~~n~r~bu~~; to the whole, or to the completeness or 
!P.98 value as S . t . s with fragmentary bMding data - these ot the whole . o i i 

• value when properly used. 

OQider the plight of the individual seeking such data, 
n~ ats appear in our publication Md those of other 
oma1n specific data. More times than n?t the one re

u disappointed and frustrated . Consider Dr . . 
~ isaue of EBBA News on "Returns of Transient s : 

Regardless of the meager return of information 
'°' a'1cler how meaningful these fragmentary data become 

u4 consider how much more meaningful Dr. Nisbet's 
~ W he received a more favorable response. 

~1• ot the w,e of ~agment&7 data, cons i der t he r e
D:l'Clll Baq for data on the Blaok-oapped Chickadee ittvasio n 

.cliU~r ·tbe winter ot 1968-69, and his meaningful analy sis of the flight 
in the February 1969 issue of Audubon field~ - ©onaider ,t'urlher the 
ver,- concept of DN and ot her more looaJ. fie l d note a1:1sembls:ges. They all 
damonstrate the val.ue of fre.gment8lo/ data . 

Thus the predicament of how to get some use out of one I s data is no 
predicament, because one can at least make these data available to others 
when reque~ted to do so. Surely it t akes some time a.t'ld in,i ti ative to ans
wer these requests, and there are nume~oua excuses fe r not doing , so - I 
know ••• I failed to send any data to Dr. Nisbet - a sit uat i 0n I hope to 
correct shortly. 

Therefore, why not resolve for the New Year to be a contributor. Sit 
down and thumb through last year's banding publications looking for requests 
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for i nf ormation and t ake th e t ime to acknowl edge t hese wher ever possible, 
Dr. Nis bet is st ill l ooking f or data, Ken Presco t t has made a reque st for 
Scarl et Tanager data , Fre d Schaef fe r has made a fe w r equest s for informa
tion, and so have ot her s . (I n thi s i ss ue al so. -Ed .) 

Lastly, don't f orget Bob Pyl e - he even sends you a form to f ill out 
for EBBA1 s Annual Bandi ng Summary - what could be simpler? 

Dr. Robert P. Yuni ck, 1527 Myron St ., Schenecta dy, N.Y. 12309 

EBBA ANNUAL BANDING SUMMARY FOR 1 969 
By Robert L. Pyle 

Enclosed with t hi s issue of EBBA News is a Report form for re port 
i,ng totals of birds banded in 1969, by species and by state. We ear nest ly · 
ask that all bande r s holdi ng active permits in the eas t ern regi on res pond 
by sending in a completed form. An EBBA Summary will be pr epared, similar 
t o the 1968 Smmnary published in t he Jul y-August and September- Oct ober 
1969 issues of EBBA News . 

The most import ant f actor in det ermining the significance and value 
of t he Summa.ry is th e per cent age of actual bandings that are represented 
i n th e Summary. Thus , it i s vital t hat we hear from as man.y permit-hold
ers as possible •.• b8J'.lders ..iith large totaJ.s, handers with small totals, 
a.nd banders with no bandings at all in ' 69 . Each and every report, no 
matt er how small the to tals, adds measurably to the statistical significance 
of the Summary . The larger the percentage of permit-h olders responding , 
the more assurance we have that the t otals and patterns revealed are indeed 
meaningful. Handers can help increase the val ue of the Summary by sending 
1n t heir reports , by encouraging friends and acquain t ances t o respahd. 1 and 
by bringing this t o the attenti on of non-members of EBBA .iho may not have 
hear d of i t. (Extr a r eport f orms are avail able f r om t he Editor .) 

This is definitely not a numbers contest emphasizing competitio n for 
high individual totals. Inste ad, it is i ntended as an overvie w of the 
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hi h the various species are banded, or not banded, Not only 
extent to )I c indication of banding activity in 1969, but interesting cam
will it be an b drawn Ylith last year's Summary, and later with future ones 
~:r;~~i~:i ;ea.rs accumulate. For further background, see page 33 of 
EBBA News for January-February 1969-

Basic instructions are given on the report form. Please.complete the 
h wing numbers of species banded in each state or province in the 

fol"Jllt, s O gi'on The eastern region is defined to include the Canadian 
eas ern re • d th EBBA rovinces from Ontario eastward, the Ne"' England states, an e 
;tates (eastern seaboard plus West Virginia Ell;d D.C.). Totals for other 

t t s may be submitted for general interest if desired, but the Summary 
!itl e cover only the eastern region. Banding totals for other states 
should be sent to the Inland or Western Bird Banding Associations, as 
appropriate, for their Summaries. 

Banders residing in the eastern region who did not band in the re
gion in 1969 are strongly urged to return the form, or send a postcard, 
indicating this. 

Overall state totals given at the end of the Report form should be 
checked carefully against the sum of the individual species totals. A 
number of discrepancies showed up in this las! ye8: and in s~ch cases, 
the compiler has no choice but to accept the individual species totals, 
and their sum, rather than the reported overall state total. 

Lacking any practical and meaningful way to summarize return records, 
we are again this year not asking for return totals by species. Bandera 
with significant numbers of returns are strongly urged to summarize them 
in an individual contribution to EBBA News. 

Your cooperation in submitting a report, and in encouraging other 
banders to report, will be greatly appreciated. 

Addresses for sending non-eastern banding totals follow: 

IBBA: Mr. Larry Hood 
Box 478 
Laurel, Md, 20810 

WBBA: Mr. Michael San Miguel 
610 Greenbank 
Duarte, Calif, 91010 

3205 Pickwick Lane, Chevy Chase, Md. 20015 
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EVENING GBDSBEAKS IN NEW BRUNSWICK - CHAPTER V 
By Mr. & Mrs. G. Hapgood Parks 

(Volume-No.-page references throughout this paper will point out to 
our readers previous issues of EBBA News which carried earlier chapters 
of this story. ) 

This particular portion of our report on our experiences with New 
Brunswick Evening Grosbeaks could very well be subtitled, 11The Chapter 
that Almost Never Got Written 11• 

The 1968-69 winter in Connecticut was especially bitter, Although no 
grosbeaks found our feeders in Hartford we were aware of small numbers in 
the suburbs and we had news of a considerable flight south of ~ew England. 
Although mid-February saw no significant moderation in the weather, the 
authors continued successfully to avoid the threats of a local influenza 
epidemic while prolonged medication finally brought some relief to the 
senior author ' s DDT-provoked pulmonary affliction (31i1, 13-14), It was 
none too soon to start making plans il another study of the Evening Gros
beaks in New Brunswick was to be attempted this spring, So, on Feb. 22, 
we mailed a letter to Ottawa requesting the renewal of our Canadian band
ing permit and we enclosed a requisition for 500 No. 1A bands. A reply 
brought our 1969 permit and the announcement that a supply of bands had 
been mailed on April 17 to us at Mr. Joseph Munn I s address in Astle New 
Brunswick (3011, 7). Preliminaxy preparations for our return to Ne~ 
Brunswick 'Were begun immediately. 

Everything developed smoothly until June 4 found our home prepared 
for the prolonged absence and our car packed with such banding equipment 
and other essentials as previous experience dictated. When the alarm 
clock woke us for a very early start next morning the junior author 'Was 
unable to arise from her bed; she had been stricken with lumbar cramps. 
Four days and nights of heating pads, rest and prescribed medication re
sulted in so much improvement that, when our telephone rang on June 8, 
it interrupted us in the process of repacking the car for our long jour
ney. One of our closest friends had passed ayay most unexpectedly. 

We finally got away from Hartford early on June 12 and reached 
Milbridge, Maine, that afternoon. Three days there permitted us to open 
our smnmer cabin at Monhonon I s Cove and to perform the rather complex 
chore of revising our car's load for the second phase of our trip into 
Canada. We woke at 0500 on Monday, June 16, to find a "smok;y-sou'wester" 
in progress with spray from the crashing rollers misting the window panes 
on the 'Windward side of the cabin, To say the very least the mile-long 
walk out through the fog-saturated, untrimmed "pathway" around the top of 
the cove was a very efficient eye-opener but, somewhat sodden and thorough
ly chilled, we were, at long last, actually headed back to Astle, New 
Brunswick. Another chapter in our continuing story about Evening Grosbeak 




