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e~cept one with slight wing motion - which is unusual in every feather ~ 
for warblers• 

The result of this excitement was that we decided to bar_id until late 
afternoon and get up at 5:00 am. to drive hom~ the next morning for me to 

t t the office in the afternoon. I guess it really wouldn't be IBOR 
~~r u~ without such a finish - every year the good birds or the big flights 
come the last possible day. 

926 West Beaver Ave., State College, Pa. 16801 

~ 
TWJ SPECIAL P.EQUESTS 

The New Jersey State Museum plans to publish a book dealing with the 
birds of Island Beach State Park, New Jersey. We would therefore appre
ciate receiving any records (0ualitative and c~uantitative) of birds ob
served and/or banded on the isla nd. Winter and svJTllller records are 
especially needed. 

In addition ornitholoi!ists at the Nev1 Jersey State Museum are rapid-
, o . d , 

ly expanding their research program. On~ of ou-:' most pressing nee s, now-
ever is the development of a comprehensive ornithology (as well as marnmal
ogy ~nd ecology) research libraY'J. The Museum would welcom~ any_ don~~ions 
of books or periodicals, includi ng technica l .journals, dealing with oirds, 
mammals and ecology. Periodicals which are especially needed are the fol-
lowing:-

American Midland Naturalist 
Atlantic Naturalist 
Audubon 
Audubon Field Notes 
The Auk 
Bird Banding 
Bird-Lore 
Cassinia 
Condor 
Ecology 
Ecological Monographs 
EBBA News 

Frontiers 
Journal of Mammalogy 
Journal of Wildlife Management 
llingbird 
Living Bird 
Maryland Birdlife 
Natural History 
National Wildlife 
New Jersey Natm·e News 
Wildlife Abstracts 
Wildlife Review 
Wilson Bulletin 

Donations of copies of any of these periodicals, or others, would be 
of great value to us and would be put to use not only by Museum ornitholo
gists but also by teachers in the Museum's Bureau of Education. 

Please send all information or journals to: Donald S. Heintzelman, 
Bureau of Research, New Jersey State Museum, Trenton, N.J. 08625. 
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Book, Fo, Bande,1 
''SOMETHING OLD AND SOMETHING NEW'' -~ 

Edited By Mabel Gillespie _ _ _ __ 

Some banders were fortunate enough to have a recent publication on 
ag:i.ng and .sexing birds during the 1969 period of Operati on Recovery ac
tivity. Merrill Wood, Associate Professor of Zoology in the Colleg e of 
Agriculture at the J>ennsylvania State University (and long-time EBBA mem
ber and pas t president) has published in soft cover, spiral-boUhd notebook 
forma t "A Bird Bander 1 s Guide to Determinati on of Age and Sex of Selected 
Species". 

The author writes in the preface: "This publication is for bird band
ers and other research workers needing to know the age and sex of live 
birds of the northeastern United States. The species included in t his 
book a.re the perching birds (Pas seriforme s) and a few other spe cies com
:monly handled by bird ba.nders; omitted are all the 'water-birds', most of 
the hawks, all of the gallina ceous game birds, most of the shorebirds a.od 
allies , and most of the owls . 

"This collection of information the author hopes will be found to be 
helpfully or ganized . It cannot be conside r ed complete. While the keys 
ar e expect ed t o gui de t he reader into observing certain characters useful 
in determini.ng age and sex, th e keys do not give all the details. Birds 
are variab le biological material. Birds ::lo not zome like pills in a bottle 
all alike. It takes experience to observe variations, and to separate ' 
meaningful from unmeaningful variations. For any particular species some
where there is certain to be a bander who has more informat ion than is pre
sented here. It is hoped that this knowledge will soon bec®e available 
to others." 

Professor Wood has consulted with various authorities, and has made 
full use of his observations in banding some 20,000 birds and examining 
3,000 vict ims of accidental death. He was ably assisted by Dorothy L. 
Bordner and Ralph W. Condee. 

This rev i ewer has not had an opportunity yet to use the book during 
a migration season. However, it was a delight to find the pertinent f acts 
related to banding records all within the covers of a single publication. 
Here are the age notations such as AHY, ASY, etc. Here are the facts about 
incubation patches, and the technique of skulling. There is a clever key 
to identification of puzzling species. 

The species included - covering the Passeriformes and a few others -
a.re given a page each. This page is divided into two columns, with the 
comments on aging and sexing, etc., in the left hand column, and the right 
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h d lumn blank thus prov idi ng space for the individu al bander to record 
hi~ 0~~ observations. A sample of the method of presentation follows, from 
page 120 on the Blackpoll Warbler:-

Blackpoll Warbler 

A.o.u. 661 

Band size 0 

Species similar: 
1. Black-and-white Warbler in springz Crown with black and 

white stripes. 
2. Black-throated Gray Warbler in springz Back bluish and 

cheeks yellow. 
3, Bay-breasted Warbler in fall: Soles of feet black, not 

yellow as in the Blackpoll Warbler. 

Age by skulling in summer into September. 

1. Otherwise, age: Jan-May AHY, Jan-Dec U,-- 2. 

2. Wing chord: 
66 mm or lessz Female -- 3. 
67~74 mm: Sex U -- 3. 
75 mm or morez Male -- 3. 
(Robbins, 1964). 

JA. Incubation patch: Female. 
JB. Cloacal protuberance: Male. 
JC. Neither, sex U (if not by wing chord). 

Postjuvenal molt (body feathers and wing coverts) in Aug-Sep, 
followed in each succeeding year by a prebreeding molt (body 
feathers and wing coverts) in Mar-Apr-early May, and a post
breeding molt complete in late Jul-Aug (Forbush, 1929). 

There it is all on one page, and the bander doesn't have to scramble 
from notebook to workshop papers to banding office directives etc. Yet, 
as the author states, "the keys do not give all the details" and "for any 
particular species, somewhere there is certain to be a bander who has more 
information than is presented here. It is hoped that this knowledge will 
soon become avail able to others. 11 The emphasis is editorial. Come, hand
ers, here's a chance to do your bit. 

Two EBBA members have submitted their comments on Dr. Wood's book. 
Tom Davis of Woodhaven, N.Y., writes as follows: 

"An Identification Manual or an Ageing and Sexing Guide? This books 
title describes it as a guide to ageing and sexing birds, not to their 

GILLESPIE - Books for Bandera 

identification. Yet, within the section on skulling birds (p. 13) Wood 
suddenly introduces this subject. 
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"He prefaces many of the individual species' ac counts with 'Species 
similar', terse comments in recognizing differences among confusing spe
cie s . Not only do these remarks have no place in the book's advertised 
purpose but they are poorly writte n , seemingly aimed at the rank amateur. 
Also, many close similaritie.s are ignored, making his identification re
marks far from complete. 

"Only the begi nner would confuse Swainson's and Worm-eating Warblers 
Magnolia and Kirt land 's Warblers, male Black-and-white, Blackpoll and ' 
Black-thro ated Gray Warblers, Bobolink and Dickcissel, Orchard Oriole and 
Scarlet Tanager , or Harris', White-crowned and White-throated Sparrows . 
His_Empido:iax ~ey only gives passing mention to Phillips ' definitive paper 
on 1.dentif1cat1on, he ignores Lanyon and Bull's paper on the Oporornis 
warblers (Identification of Connecticut, Mourning and MacGillivray ' s 
Warblers, Bird Band:i,ng, 18(3)1187-194, 1967). 

"The shape of outer primaries is used to differentiate European from 
American Woodco-::k - what about the European I s barred underparts? Town
send's Warbler is listed as similar to Black-throated Green but it more 
closely resembles a Blackburnian when the two are in immature plumage. 
Eyestripe color is li sted as one criteria (sic) to separate Watertbru shes 
but the west ern ra ce of the Northern possesses the white eyeline of a 
Louisiana. The presence or absence of wingbars is used to separate West
ern from Scarlet Tanager, however some juvenile Scarlets go through an 
uncomplete wing molt and wear wingbars through their immature plumage . 
House Fi nch , a spec ies not inc;Luded in the book, is listed as di f.feri.ag 
from the Purple Finch by narrowly streaked sides, a poor diff erence, more 
obvious in the hand are the bill and tail dissimilarities. 

"Other species accounts which fail to list similar species include 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Rufous), Great Crested Flycatcher (western 
M,_yj.archus), Tree and Rough-winged S1,1allows (immatures), Pine Warbler (fall 
Blackpoll), Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Black-headed), Savannah Sparrow (Ip~ 
swich ), Grasshopper Sparrow (Leconte's, Nelson's, Sharp-tailed), Henslow's 
Sparrow (Baird's). 

"The format of 8½ x 11 " is OK for use at home but unwieldy to carry 
into the field. A better size for all around use would have been Peterson 
Field Guide size or not larger than Robert's 'Manual'. The index to spe
cies on pp. 15-16 would better have been placed at the end of the book 
where it would be more easily consulted," 

Katherine G. Price of Mt. Holly, New Jersey writes presenting an 
appreciation of Professor Wood's book:-
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11Thank you, Merrill Wood! 

"Bandera at Island Beach Operation Recovery, fall 1969, were grate
ful and privileged to have Merrill Wood's new book to use, from September 
3rd on. 

"It didn't take long to see how nicely the key worked especially 
after one had 'looked up' some familiar species with the bird in hand. 

"As the weeks went by, the book took 'new shape' for each individual 
ba.nder as notes were pencilled in, some put in loose-leaf notebooks with 

11ages plastic-covered and new pages added for addi tional species. Book 
and field research began to clarify cert ain points ." 

(This book mey be obtained by sending a check for $3.00 to1 Penn
sylvania State University, Box 6000, University Park, Pa, 16802, We 
recommend it most heartily to all banders to whom, as the first compila
tion of its kind, it should be exceedingly useful. We also recommend 
that readers re-read the portions of Professor Wood's preface quoted twice 
in this column. -Ed. ) 

P.O. Box 575, Oak Bluffs, Mass. 02557 

REQUEST FOR CATTLE EGRET RECORDS 

A survey of the northward movement of the Cattle Egret is being made 
to determine the distribution and post-breeding movements of this species 
throughout its range. The following information is requested: name and 
address of observer, date, t ime , number, location of observation (st ate , 
nearest town, county and if pos si ble , township, range and section), habi
tat, activities and weather. Cooperators will be sent proper forms and a 
report of the results, if requested. 

Please send records and observations to Alan B. Schroeder, Norman 
Bird Sanctuary , Third Beach Road, Middletown, Rhode Island 02840, 

•• 
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TREASURER'S NOTES 

Many thanks to the four hundred and ninety-six of you who by the 
fourth of January have paid your dues or joined EBBA for 1970. 

Some members were erroneously billed when they had paid in advance. 
All of you were most gracious when I caught up with myself and wrote a 
note of apology, If I missed anyone please let me know as I don't want 
you to miss any issues of EBBA News. 

To tho se of you who t ucked your dues no·t ices aside - please pay up 
the day aft er you get this issue of EBBA News .•. or even the same day! Our 
annual meetin g is l ate thi s year and the membership list will be out early. 
Obviously, no pay, no listing, or EBBA News af ter this issue. (We know of 
at least one member whose dues notice didn't r eac h hilll ••• this is no excusez 
please consi der this para grap h a dues notice/r eminder! -Ed,) 

Perhaps we need to clarify the terms of membership in EBBA. 1970 dues 
cover all issues in 1970 if renewed by February 28. Since the dues notices 
go out in November, this is a most lenient renewal date. 

New members after the first of the year get all issues if they join 
by the middle of April. A new member joining after the first of August 
receives the Sept.-Oct. and Nov.-Dec. issues as well as those of the 
following year. 

There is obviously a nether-nether area between April and August which 
may be discussed at the next Council meeting. 

In all fairness, however, where can you get an equal value for $4,00? 

ME!)'.llorial Award Fund : Since June 15, $462.70 has been added to this 
fund, Donations have been made in the memory of Ted Croyle, Elise Dickerson, 
Marie Dumont, and B.J. Warburton. The faster the fund grows, the faster we 
can put our interest to work for banding. 

EBBA Arm Patches : To date 131 orders have been received. The patches 
arrived in person while I was on a teacher's holiday - just missing the 
snows and floods df Vermont and Maine. They will be mailed to you the sec
ond week in January. If you don't get yours by the time you read this, 
please let me hear from you, If you haven't ordered one yet, I will be 
glad to take your order. 

May the New Year have banding firsts for you all. 

Mary Rebecca Cregar, 223 Matsonford Road, Radnor, Pa, 19087 




