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e~cept one with slight wing motion - which is unusual in every feather ~ 
for warblers• 

The result of this excitement was that we decided to bar_id until late 
afternoon and get up at 5:00 am. to drive hom~ the next morning for me to 

t t the office in the afternoon. I guess it really wouldn't be IBOR 
~~r u~ without such a finish - every year the good birds or the big flights 
come the last possible day. 
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TWJ SPECIAL P.EQUESTS 

The New Jersey State Museum plans to publish a book dealing with the 
birds of Island Beach State Park, New Jersey. We would therefore appre­
ciate receiving any records (0ualitative and c~uantitative) of birds ob­
served and/or banded on the isla nd. Winter and svJTllller records are 
especially needed. 

In addition ornitholoi!ists at the Nev1 Jersey State Museum are rapid-
, o . d , 

ly expanding their research program. On~ of ou-:' most pressing nee s, now-
ever is the development of a comprehensive ornithology (as well as marnmal­
ogy ~nd ecology) research libraY'J. The Museum would welcom~ any_ don~~ions 
of books or periodicals, includi ng technica l .journals, dealing with oirds, 
mammals and ecology. Periodicals which are especially needed are the fol-
lowing:-

American Midland Naturalist 
Atlantic Naturalist 
Audubon 
Audubon Field Notes 
The Auk 
Bird Banding 
Bird-Lore 
Cassinia 
Condor 
Ecology 
Ecological Monographs 
EBBA News 

Frontiers 
Journal of Mammalogy 
Journal of Wildlife Management 
llingbird 
Living Bird 
Maryland Birdlife 
Natural History 
National Wildlife 
New Jersey Natm·e News 
Wildlife Abstracts 
Wildlife Review 
Wilson Bulletin 

Donations of copies of any of these periodicals, or others, would be 
of great value to us and would be put to use not only by Museum ornitholo­
gists but also by teachers in the Museum's Bureau of Education. 

Please send all information or journals to: Donald S. Heintzelman, 
Bureau of Research, New Jersey State Museum, Trenton, N.J. 08625. 
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Book, Fo, Bande,1 
''SOMETHING OLD AND SOMETHING NEW'' -~ 

Edited By Mabel Gillespie _ _ _ __ 

Some banders were fortunate enough to have a recent publication on 
ag:i.ng and .sexing birds during the 1969 period of Operati on Recovery ac­
tivity. Merrill Wood, Associate Professor of Zoology in the Colleg e of 
Agriculture at the J>ennsylvania State University (and long-time EBBA mem­
ber and pas t president) has published in soft cover, spiral-boUhd notebook 
forma t "A Bird Bander 1 s Guide to Determinati on of Age and Sex of Selected 
Species". 

The author writes in the preface: "This publication is for bird band­
ers and other research workers needing to know the age and sex of live 
birds of the northeastern United States. The species included in t his 
book a.re the perching birds (Pas seriforme s) and a few other spe cies com­
:monly handled by bird ba.nders; omitted are all the 'water-birds', most of 
the hawks, all of the gallina ceous game birds, most of the shorebirds a.od 
allies , and most of the owls . 

"This collection of information the author hopes will be found to be 
helpfully or ganized . It cannot be conside r ed complete. While the keys 
ar e expect ed t o gui de t he reader into observing certain characters useful 
in determini.ng age and sex, th e keys do not give all the details. Birds 
are variab le biological material. Birds ::lo not zome like pills in a bottle 
all alike. It takes experience to observe variations, and to separate ' 
meaningful from unmeaningful variations. For any particular species some­
where there is certain to be a bander who has more informat ion than is pre­
sented here. It is hoped that this knowledge will soon bec®e available 
to others." 

Professor Wood has consulted with various authorities, and has made 
full use of his observations in banding some 20,000 birds and examining 
3,000 vict ims of accidental death. He was ably assisted by Dorothy L. 
Bordner and Ralph W. Condee. 

This rev i ewer has not had an opportunity yet to use the book during 
a migration season. However, it was a delight to find the pertinent f acts 
related to banding records all within the covers of a single publication. 
Here are the age notations such as AHY, ASY, etc. Here are the facts about 
incubation patches, and the technique of skulling. There is a clever key 
to identification of puzzling species. 

The species included - covering the Passeriformes and a few others -
a.re given a page each. This page is divided into two columns, with the 
comments on aging and sexing, etc., in the left hand column, and the right 




