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The 
P1e1idsnf'1 

Me111g, 

Occasionally one hears the following 
question asked in a lamentable tone: "What 
cM I do with my banding data?" Or, "How 
may my banding data be of more value?" 
Without going into the st atisti cal maze of 
considering how one could work up one's own 
raw data, let me dwell a moment on the point 
of how one 1 s raw data may assume other value. 

th data acc1.llll,ulated by 8ll individual bander are 
~u!:l.t~ f re~ueatly, e tit due to inadequate time to pursue one's 

eit®r insufficien t 1~ ~~self is - i nadequately trained to realize the 
avoeati on, or the ~ee~ limited dat a. Many of us have bits and pieces 
full statistical V h h i d silig ly appear to have little value. Thus 
ot info).'ID,ation whic wen v ewe 
the predicament of what to do. 

f these data to puzzle pieces. A lone puzzle 
Consider the analo~ 0 al However when put into proper context 

~ baa little 1nt:i~~n~r~bu~~; to the whole, or to the completeness or 
!P.98 value as S . t . s with fragmentary bMding data - these ot the whole . o i i 

• value when properly used. 

OQider the plight of the individual seeking such data, 
n~ ats appear in our publication Md those of other 
oma1n specific data. More times than n?t the one re

u disappointed and frustrated . Consider Dr . . 
~ isaue of EBBA News on "Returns of Transient s : 

Regardless of the meager return of information 
'°' a'1cler how meaningful these fragmentary data become 

u4 consider how much more meaningful Dr. Nisbet's 
~ W he received a more favorable response. 

~1• ot the w,e of ~agment&7 data, cons i der t he r e
D:l'Clll Baq for data on the Blaok-oapped Chickadee ittvasio n 

.cliU~r ·tbe winter ot 1968-69, and his meaningful analy sis of the flight 
in the February 1969 issue of Audubon field~ - ©onaider ,t'urlher the 
ver,- concept of DN and ot her more looaJ. fie l d note a1:1sembls:ges. They all 
damonstrate the val.ue of fre.gment8lo/ data . 

Thus the predicament of how to get some use out of one I s data is no 
predicament, because one can at least make these data available to others 
when reque~ted to do so. Surely it t akes some time a.t'ld in,i ti ative to ans
wer these requests, and there are nume~oua excuses fe r not doing , so - I 
know ••• I failed to send any data to Dr. Nisbet - a sit uat i 0n I hope to 
correct shortly. 

Therefore, why not resolve for the New Year to be a contributor. Sit 
down and thumb through last year's banding publications looking for requests 
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for i nf ormation and t ake th e t ime to acknowl edge t hese wher ever possible, 
Dr. Nis bet is st ill l ooking f or data, Ken Presco t t has made a reque st for 
Scarl et Tanager data , Fre d Schaef fe r has made a fe w r equest s for informa
tion, and so have ot her s . (I n thi s i ss ue al so. -Ed .) 

Lastly, don't f orget Bob Pyl e - he even sends you a form to f ill out 
for EBBA1 s Annual Bandi ng Summary - what could be simpler? 

Dr. Robert P. Yuni ck, 1527 Myron St ., Schenecta dy, N.Y. 12309 

EBBA ANNUAL BANDING SUMMARY FOR 1 969 
By Robert L. Pyle 

Enclosed with t hi s issue of EBBA News is a Report form for re port 
i,ng totals of birds banded in 1969, by species and by state. We ear nest ly · 
ask that all bande r s holdi ng active permits in the eas t ern regi on res pond 
by sending in a completed form. An EBBA Summary will be pr epared, similar 
t o the 1968 Smmnary published in t he Jul y-August and September- Oct ober 
1969 issues of EBBA News . 

The most import ant f actor in det ermining the significance and value 
of t he Summa.ry is th e per cent age of actual bandings that are represented 
i n th e Summary. Thus , it i s vital t hat we hear from as man.y permit-hold
ers as possible •.• b8J'.lders ..iith large totaJ.s, handers with small totals, 
a.nd banders with no bandings at all in ' 69 . Each and every report, no 
matt er how small the to tals, adds measurably to the statistical significance 
of the Summary . The larger the percentage of permit-h olders responding , 
the more assurance we have that the t otals and patterns revealed are indeed 
meaningful. Handers can help increase the val ue of the Summary by sending 
1n t heir reports , by encouraging friends and acquain t ances t o respahd. 1 and 
by bringing this t o the attenti on of non-members of EBBA .iho may not have 
hear d of i t. (Extr a r eport f orms are avail able f r om t he Editor .) 

This is definitely not a numbers contest emphasizing competitio n for 
high individual totals. Inste ad, it is i ntended as an overvie w of the 




