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treetops bore evidence to our ears that many of the birds had already 
yielded to the temptat i on offered t~em t~ere. A row of alternating lilac 
and honeysuckle bushes and young wlute pines, each about ten feet tall, 
just beyond the wi de, gravel driveway that passed our front doorstep 11ould 
be an ideal netting background. The forest, the cabin and the row of 
bushes combined to fonn an excellent windbreak that would shield a net 
from every direction. 

Having received our hosts' permission to do so we installed a single 
5-meter EBBA net, experimentally, in this new location and "baited" it 
, 1i th a Potter trap containing three Munn-driveway-netted Evening Grosbeaks. 
The installation was an instant success as grosbeaks name pouring dmm from 
the forest canopy to the caged decoys. We were very busy indeed, until the 
last one of the 500 bands which had threatened not to become available at 
all was used at 10:20 on the morning of June 25. Three Pine Grosbeaks and 
139 Evening Grosbeaks were banded at this very efficient stand. The final 
bird netted was "foreign retrap" 69-121168. While we were in the act of 
furling the net for the last time three more Pine Grosbeaks - as playful 
as they were beautiful - swooped through that area in the air from which 
the meshes had just been removed. 

In spite of the heavy grosbeak pressure and in spite of the relatively 
brief period our nets were set, 35 birds of eight other species 11ere netted. 
All were released without bands. They were: Purple Finch, 20; Robin and 
Savannah Spn'row, 3 each; Barn Swallow, Pine Sisk~n and Chipping Sparrow, 
2 each; Song Sparrow, House Sparrow, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1 each. 

A Word of Appreciation. Although someone, somehow, somewhere along 
the line caused us several very anxious days the situation was cleared up 
with such courteous personal consideration by Canadian Wildlife Service 
personnel as to earn our sincere thanks. We are especially indebted to 
Dr. C.D. Fowle whose cooperation saved this study from i.rnpending failure, 
and to Mr. E.G. Kettela, of the New Brunswick Forestry Research Laboratory, 
whose 1968 budworm report and forecast of conditions for 1969 helped us so 
greatly in planning our venture. Chief Earl B. Baysinger and the other nice 
people at his Banding Laboratory cooperated with us again, promptly and 
efficiently. Our cordial thanks go, again, to our hosts, Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Stewart, and to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Munn, who supplied banding sites 
that proved to be as attractive to the grosbeaks as to us. We appreciate 
their generosity in granting us the privilege to carry on our activities 
in spite of the resulting inconvenience to themselves. Two neighborhood 
boys, Larry and Danny Dobson, helped us during out-of-school hours. Their 
willing assistance saved us many steps when our own feet had become leaden 
from the demands of busy days. 

Summary. After a series of disconcerting delays our fifth annual 
banding study of Evening Grosbeaks in central New Brunswick developed suc­
cessfully from June 19 to25, 1969, Although the region had been sprayed 
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repeatedly fro.m the -air before our arrival we were unable to detect an 
adverse effect on the grosbeak population. and the area still aupportedy 
large numbers of spruce budworm larvae. Evening Grosbeaks were seen to 
devour the larvae ravenously. The birds exhibited a areat deal of fl · 
abou~, but a definite migrational flight was difficult to detect. 49~rng 
Evening Grosbeak~ were banded, revealing a male preponderance of 18 to 1 
over_ females .. Sue "foreigners" were also captured. No return from any 
previous season was taken, nor was even one of this spring's bandees re­
captm:ed a~ a repeat. Mortality was, again, shamefully high alon Hi h­
way #8. Six b~ds were recovered from victims of speeding motor ;ehi~les. 
No~~ests were discovered, but unmistakable evidence of local nestin was 
ob.,?rved. All clock references in this paper have been converted t~ 
e~uivalent Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 
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THE 1970 ANNUAL MEETING 

The_EBBA_Annual Meeting will be held June 12 to 14, 1970, at the 
State University of New York at Albany, N.Y. Sponsoring organizations 
are the Department of Biological Sciences at the university and the 
Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club (formerly known as the Schenectady Bird Club). 

. The meeting place is located southwest of the center of .Albany con­
vie:1-tly reached from the New York Thruway, Full details regarding ;eser­
vations, how-to-get-there, etc., will be published in the next issue of 
EBBA News .•. but now is the time to note the date on your calendar and 
start planning to attend the meeting. 

CALL FO~ PAPERS 

Members and others who are considering presenting a paper a talk 
~r a demonstratioh at the meeting should contact Program Chair~ Emil 
'-'• Berger, Jr. as soon as possible. His address is 411 N. Broad Street, 
Lansdale, Pa. 19446, He will need to know ti.me reouired title and 
~! quirem~nts for special equipment such as project;rs - but let'hi.m know 
~ you wish to giv? a paper even if these details are not yet available. 
uggestions regarding the program. and potential speakers he might contact 

are also eagerly solicited. ' 




