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also a detriment to the lab. That is because of serendipity; I have neg
lected to remark that the natural history of not a siogle arbovirus is 
fully known. Consequently many of the things I observed and enjoyed as 
side lines in Trinidad could have been important to someone else." 

Hurray for serendipity! 

Dr. Worth's book has received rave reviews by John Kieran, Allan D. 
Cruikshank, and Joseph J. Hickey. At first I doubted it could be that 
good~ But it is. I read far into the night, unable to curtain these de
lightful vicarious adventures. I was meeting the most delightful people 
and the most fascinating creatures. And I was revelling in Brooke's 
unique type of humor and clever use of the English language. 

The chief concern of the laboratory was with eastern equine encepha
litis, and blood samples were taken from the netted birds. Netting was 
carried on in fixed areas so that there would be the best possibility of 
repeats. "If we could now bleed birds at three-month intervals, and read 
tests at the lab that said 'negative, negative, positive', it would be 
possible to look up dates of capture and pronounce" 1 This is a Silver
beaked Tanager, adult female, from Vega de Oropuche, which experienced an 
EEE infection between July and October, 1964 1 ••• Who knows what connection 
there may be bet\~een a sick child or horse in Venezuela and another in 
Florida?" 

Don 1t miss the chapter on lists and list makers. -Brooke admits he 
is "an inveterate list maker, otherwise I would not talk so bitterly about 
it ••• But though the average birder may sell himself to the devil person
ally, he does no harm to his subjects. Indeed he is usually an ardent 
conservationist." 

"There is'one day in every year when I approach a list in innocent 
purity. That is New Year's Day, when I go out with a fresh notebook as 
clean as the hew babe ••• The reason I claim this as a pure action is that 
now I looked at every bird, to give each species a place on the new roster. 
Over and over I discovered forgotten pleasures in even the commonest 
finches and tanagers. I would make a New Year's resolution to forget about 
life listers and really take up ornithology. This mood lasted about as 
long as such resolutions usually do. By January tenth or fifteenth I would 
have recorded most of the ordinary birds and the old craving was back ••• 
There is no help and no hope." 

Let no bander make the mistake of thinking that a chapter with the 
title "Spiders and Bugs" contains nothing of interest to him. The dis
cussion of webs and orbs (no, not all spider devices for catching prey are 
webs) is fascinating as well as enlightening. Furthermore, the chapter 
illustrates beautifully the teamwork of the scientists - entomologists, 
epidemiologists, parasitologists, and what have you. Whatever one might 
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observe outside his narrow field was sure to be of importance to another 
of the group. The chapter on bats is incredible. There was an employee 
at a textile factory who seemed to be able to smell snakes. He kept boa 
constrictors because he just liked to have them around. After a while he 
would let them go and then round up some more. This odd passion helped 
one of the researchers who wanted to collect ticks and mites from reptiles, 
and it helped the author who needed varied serum specimens for certain pur
poses. There are chapters on swifts and hummingbirds, and banders will 
delight in the description of constructing the framework for a treetop 
mist net. 

An outstanding feature of the entire book is Dr. Worth's ability and 
insistence to see the biota as a whole. Birds may be his chief love, but 
he doesn't enjoy them divorced from their natural habitat. The terrain 
achieves reality for the reader through the author's descriptions. 

The delightful narrative is further enhanced by black and white illus
trations by Don R. Eckelberry. The book is published by J.B. Lippincott 
Company and retails for $7.95. 

P.O. Box 575, Oak Bluffs, Mass. 02557 

SCARLET TANAGER INFORMATION WANTED 

Dr. Kenneth W. Prescott writes: "I am attempting to summarize mi
gratory data on the Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea) as supplied by the 
Bird Banding Laboratory ••• I would deeply appreciate additional information 
(and permission to use) which banders might be able to supply, regarding: 
Recoveries; Returns; Repeats; Individual Age; and other relevant data." 
Send information to Dr. Prescott at: New Jersey State Museum, Cultural 
Center, Trenton, N.J. 08625. 




