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RECURRENCE OF CASUALTIES AT GATLINBURG SKI RESORT
By Richard Zani

On October 10, 1967, Park Guide Glenn Cardwell and I received a re-
port at Sugarlands Visitor Center of a large bird kill on Mt. Harrison
near the condominium above the Gatlinburg Ski Resort (Tennessee). The
visitor making the report said that there were hundreds of dead birdse.
This sounded similar to a kill reported in late September-early October
of 1965 from the same area,

Upon investigating we counted approximately 400 birds in the area of
the Mt. Harrison condominium and learned of another hundred at the Ski
Resort lower down the mountain. We did not pick up every bird seen, but
took one or two of each species that was found. These were later exam-
ined for identification only and 22 species were determined; a list of
these is given below.

Most notable were two Sora Rails. This bird has been recorded only
seven times previously in this area. Most numerous was the Yellow-billed
Cuckoo with about 80 birds found. In 1965 there were only a few cuckoos
killed, It was also noted that none of the birds was banded,

We checked the weather for the two nights before the 10th and learned
that on the night of October 8.9 there was a low of 50° and heavy fog, and
on the night of October 9-10 there was a low of 40° and rain. The birds
were apparently moving ahead of a cold front and encountered Mt. Harrison
in the dense fog. It appeared, from the way they were scattered about,
that these birds had collided with the trees as well as with the buildings
and utility poles. From the condition of the birds, we concluded that
they must have been killed on the night of October 8«9,

A similar kill occurred in 1965, at about the same time, in the same
area and in the same manner, when 42 species totalling 1915 birds were
killed in a dense fog. While this recent occurrence was only one-fourth
as large as the kill in 1965, many of the same species were found, The
Sora Rail is the only additional species that was not found in 1965.

Following is a list of the species found dead on Mt. Harrison:

Sora Rail Black-throated Blue W, Ovenbird
Yellow-billed Cuckoo Black-throated Green W. Yellowthroat
Black=billed Cuckoo Blackburnian Warbler Hooded Warbler
Catbird Chestnut~gsided Warbler American Redstart
Swainson's Thrush Bay=breasted Warbler Scarlet Tanager
Nashville Warbler Prairie Warbler Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Magnolia Warbler Palm Warbler Indigo Bunting

Cape May Warbler
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THE RING

As a fellow bander, I would like to bring to your attention a perio-
dical which I consider a MUST for every bander. This periodical, The Ring,
is the only truly international bird banding bulletin being published today.

The Ring features the latest innovations on techniques and the most
current breeding and population studies. Its vast section on recent lit-
erature contains references found nowhere else. Although the bulletin is
under the direction of professionals, the majority of articles are written
by banders who are amateur ornithologists. The editor of The Ring, Dr. W.
Rydzewski, started publication in England in 1954 but is currently located
in Poland. S

Subscriptions may be ordered at the low cost of $3.00 per year, from
European Publishers Representatives, Inc., 36 West 61st Street, New York,
New York 10023.

Should you have an interesting article on techniques, which might be
of interest to our European friends, why not send it for publication in
The Ring? All such manuscripts may be sent directly to me, or to my fel-
low co-editor, Peter C., Petersen, Jr., 235 McClellan Blvd., Davenport,
Towa 52803,

Having banded for a while in Germany, I feel well gqualified to say
that Buropean banders look upon the American banding scheme with great
awe, They realize how fortunate we are in having such a fine banding
laboratory with the latest electronic data processing equipment. So, why
not let our Buropean, Asian, African and Pacific friends hear about your
accomplishments by writing something about them, and at the same time,
let their accomplishments add to your knowledge and enjoyment?

Frederick S. Schaeffer, Co-iditor, The Ring, USA
139-48 85th Drive, Jamaica, N.Y. 11435



