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A Triendly Repcrt to Members of the Easteérn Bird Banding Ass'ng

April, 1940 Let Us Band Together Voe 3 = Mo, 1

NEW YORK PROVIDES A WARM WELCOME
An ercentionally interesting annual meeting was held in the
American Museun of Natural History, in New York, on Saturday, Ieb=-
ruary 24th, While the attendance was slightly smaller than the
previous meeting held in Philad€lphia, the speakers were very com=
petent and offered papers that were interesting and helpful to all,

SOCIAL RECEPTION -

On Friday evening a social reception and a meeting of the L[xe-
esutier Council was held at the Museum, beginning at 7830 DaMe
During this session, €¢veryone became acquainted with gach other
and had an opportunity to inspect the many traps and other displayss

NEW OFFICERS

At 10 a.ms tht following day the e€leéction of the 1940 ofiricers
was held, follewed by a business meeting for all members. OfTicers
were €lected as follows:

Pipe s fdente S DESSES BRSlor s Reelss #eilNle =i nicih e ot lgldateall SHE d sloirelt
Pratmes Qs Hn i
Vice-Presidents R, E, Ware, Clemstn College, Clemsons 8.C.

Secretary: Geoffrey Gill, 24 Overlook Dr,., Huntington, L.I., N.Y.
Treasurer: George Dock, Jr., 119 Brite Avenue, Scarsdale, N.Y.

Councillorst Horace Groskin, Ardmore, Pa.3 Miss ILisa von 3orowsky
Brooksville, Flas; Mrs. Marie V. Beals, Ilmhurst,
N.Y.; Howard Krug, Chesley, Ontario, Canada; J. T.
Nichols, New York City; Dr. H. B. Wood, Harrishurg,
Pa. and others to be appointed at the discretion
of the new officerse.

APTERNOON STESSICN
On Satuirday afternoon the program was opened to the general
public, with an Address of Welcome by John T. Nichols, in a lively .
manner, typical of this well known and popular ornitholog:iste. Set-
ting the tempo of the meeting, Mr, Hichols was followed by a nume-
ber of splendicd pape re” lisited” el gewnene 1m' thl & 13 50ed

BANQUET
At 6330 that evening the Annual PEanguet was held at The



-

Chalfonte near the Mustum and was well attended, Among the many
speakers at this gala occaslon, the talks by Dr. Robert Cushmen
Murphy and Roger T. Peterson were partlcularly outstandinge

PAPERS OFFERED AT ANNUAL MEETING

Address of Welcome John T, Nichols
Progress Report of the Cooperative J. J, Hickey and
Herring Gull Survey , S, Ce Harriotb
Progress Report of Bird Disgase Survey C. . Herman

Purple Finch Invasion in Eastern Penngylvamia

in the Spring of 1939 Horace Broskin
Some Records of Birds Banded' on Long Island LeRoy Wilcox
Comstruction and Use of tke Sokri

Automatic Hawk Trap George Dock, Jre
Our Present EKnowledge of Hawk Migration Richard Pough
Bird Banding in Holland Je Js- CEXFPELLWI Jk

of the Netherlandsg

General Discussion led by President Herman on such topics as
Bringing Birds to the Traps, Trap 3thavior and types of Bait.

THE LOST IS FCUND

It has been remarked that looking at dead birds on the highways
and strolls along the beaches and shores will sometimes reward the
bander with a recovery, Here is proof, After looking at the feet
of hundreds of dead gulls on the shore and islands of Jamaica Bay,
L.I., W.Ys, Thomas Imecff, a recent member, reports the following
two discoveries, At 01ld KMill, Ozone Park, N.,Y,, found dead, Octs. 1,
1939, Herring Gull, No, 39-657879, in first post=juvenal plumage,
This bird was banded as g nestlinz, July 4, 1939 on Penikese Island,
Mass,, oy Laurence IFletcher., Also fovnd the same day, Herring Gull,
No, 37=662973, on Jamaica Bay. This bird was banded July 2, 1937,
at Cape Small, Illaine, by S. W. Hyde. Fellow adventurers on this par-
ticular expedition with lr., Imhof were Thure Tengwall and Raymond
Gelotte,

Here 1s another case, very unusual, but still proof that recov-
eries can be occasionally founds Richard B. Fischer reports that
Roy Bernhardy, e bird student, while making a field trip on January
Sy 19405 in-Edssena Parls, Flushings. Ne¥., 1napected, a box believed
to be occupied by a Screech Owl, At the time of the visit, the owl
was not at home, A dozen pellets and the wings and tail. feathers of
BOME EDEHProw WEFrE ir the boxe. - On Gloser inspeetion of the pelliets,
Mpr, Bernhardv was surprised to se¢e a Survey band drop out of one€,
The. number was 40-120204. A check~up proved that this band was placec
on a Fox Sparrow by William Astle at Kissena Park on December 28, 193¢
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When next you ste a bird that "has come to the end of the road,"
won't vou stop, look and check?

NEW WRINKTLES OW T2 OLD PRCTLLLI OF BAITS
fSend in Your Lxperiences)

PLICKIRS: Tne newest tip in this department comes from Georgé Dock,

e Jr. A thought on the trapping of Flickers., It has not had
fair test, but has possibilities, Flickers eat ants. Ants are attrace
ted by suvar Spill a little sugar on the ground beneath your trap

and in a ﬂhont time you will have ants...and hopes of getting Flickers,
Mr., Doclk savs it doesn't work with an ordinary pull string drop-trap

as the Flickers won't' go under the trap, but with an automatic trap
with a side entrance or a top opening trap, the chances should be
fairly good. Flickers are a large hird, as garden birds go, therefore
they shounld offer worth while recoveries, Dead birds of a large size
are more often reported than' the smaller ones.  'Another peint in try-
ing this stunt, is the fact that there has not been much work done with
this species, If any bander trics this, EBBA would 1like to know the
results, Also from using ant-€g7s as baits

SUNFLOWERS: As thoughts turn to tihe garden at this season, don't for-

get to plant a yood supply of sunflowers along the back
Tence or il com€ spot wherevthey won! timpset the entire garden plan,
Sunflower se€eds still rate as the A Ko, 1 bait for many birds.  Mrs
Groskin of Ardmore, Pa., used 75 1lbs. when he had his inavasion of
BPurple IMinche Se

DECOYS AWD MIRRORS: Dr. Harold B, Wood tried wooden decoys in his traps
Made three which he claimed had a faint resemblance
to 2 cardinal, a Hunee fand e POle. His last report said, "...s0 far,
nothing has even taken a look. However; knowing that somé birds make
a great fuss over their own reflection, especially around mating season
Dr. Wood is going to try the uge of & mror iAn-one. or ‘two of his, freps

GOLDFINCHES: William Davidson of Tacoma Park, Md., writes, "The only
—  way I have been able to t rap Goldfinches is to secure a
sun’lower head already fed upon by these birds and place the whole
head in & Chardeneret trap set up close to the sunflower stalks,"

GRACKLES: White bread, (the whiter the better) is the best hait for

these birds when used in a top opening trap, €ithe » on the
ground or mounted on a 3 ft, high platform. When one Grackle is
caught, don't rush out to the trip, if you have other such ttraps,
Control vourse€lfs wait fifteen minutes, The firstoedptive will at=
tract others and, depending on the number of traps, you will take
geveral, De sure - the top door WOcko fairly snug as they may push it
up and escape otherwise, It has wucen found good practlcs to have a
fair-sized stone handy to each tfdp door. Than, when going out to
band the Grackles, swiftly go to cach trap and place the rock on top,
as your appearance near the traps will start a great commotions

In trapping adult and i:mmavure Grackles, a modified Chardoneret
has given €xcecllent results waien workeéd in a fleet of a dozens In-
stead of following the size instructions in the Manual, the s¢ should

~y

be made S incheés high, 9 inchés vide and 24 inches long, and contain
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2 apartments., Doors should be made 9 by 7 inches. No gathering

cage door is necessary, With the use of a cloth, take the bird out

of the docr by which it entered, Use the spring of an ordinary mouse
trap, (2 for 5if at any 5 & 10). Thread spring through a stiff piece
of wire which is also the axle on which the door swings from two small
eyelets on the wooden frame of the trap. A forked twig from your pri-
vet hedge or similar shrub has been found to work better than the
perch described in the manual and when broken can be more tcasily re-
placed,

"A jJuvenal Grackle ‘with the lower mandile protruding 1/4 inch
beyond the upper mandible was trapped and banded on Aug., 13, 1939 at
Scarsdale, N.Y., The mutation was thicught 1likely to cause the bird's
early death by starvations The sameé Grackle in excellent health was
re-trapped and released by the same coperator on April 5, 1940, its
beak still undershot,.” G. Dock, Jr,

NEWS ABOUT OUR IEMBERS

Dr, C. Brooke Worth, our newly €lected president is pleased to
announce a Return-2 of Sir Stork on lNarch l4th. Yes, it is a boyl
Even at this early date, it is noticeable that the baby has his
mother!'s grace and the doctor's ready smile.. What withbeing €lected
President of EBBA and the arrival of the heir, almost one arfter the
other, Dr. Worth writes that he is completely disorganized....''but
hapny about the whole thing."

IMiss Dorothy M. Caldwell of Mount McGregor, N.Y., spent two
afternoons of her October vacation at the Austin Crnithological La-
boratory on Cape Cod, Mass. She accompanied Dr, Austin as he made
the rounds of a dozen houst traps and many net traps, Needless to
say, she sav dozens of birds banded at this station, one of the
largeast on the Atlantic Coast,

Mrs., Marie V. Beals of Elmhuirst, N.Y. spent several weeks during
March, visiting in Florida and looking over the banding stations in
that arca,

Dr, Carlton M. Herman, former President of EBBA, is now Re€search
Associate in Parasitology at the Hospital and Biological Research In-
stitute of the Zoological Society of San Diego, Cals Dr. Herman is
working primarily on the parasiteés of birds,

Fred M. Packard is now Senioi’ Wildlife Foreman at the Rocky
Mountain National Park, Estes Park, Colorado and plans to start
banding ope¢rationz in the wild and woolly west as soon as conditions
will permit.

Thomas P, Davis of Orlando, Fla, has been €lected head of the
Florida Andultion Society. While on the subject, Beecher S, Bowdish of
Demarcst, N.J. has been Secretary and Treasurer of the New Jersey
Audubon Society for almost 20 years.



FOUND IN THE ASSCCIATION'S FIIES
April 13, 1923,

"Rird banding work sounds most interestinge

I shall get up to Hyde Park in June and will
be delighted to cooperate, My second boy,
Elliott, aged 12, is quite keen about Natural
{istory and possibly will help us start the

trapping."
(Signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt,

- - P -

FUTURE PLANS

EBBA officials hope to have the necessary equipment in time
for the next issue to enable them to inelude at least oné or more sets
of drawings and specifications on how to build better traps., Awalting
publication at present is a House Trap, 6 ft. square, built for 50¢,
(a minor miracle of our times), designed by Dr. Harold B. Wood of
Harrisburg, Pas; A Hawk Trap, d €esigned by George Dock, Jr., of Scars-
dale, N.Y, A Thread Trap for flickers down to warblers, d&signed by
Daniel Smiley, Jr., of Iohonk Lake, N.Y. Which would you like first?
We'll try to give you that data as fast as we cane

WRITE the Secretary of any interesting returns, bait or trap
improvesients or other observations to cite in oure arly issu€s,



