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NEW YORK PROVIDES A WARM WELCOME 
An t:zcE::;tionally interesting annual meeting was held in the 

American ]'r,·uscun. o1' Natural History, in New York, on Saturday, Feb
ruary· 24th. VVrile the attendance was slightly smaller than the 
previous mseting ht:ld in Philadelphia, the: spEakErs were: very com
petEnt and o:Cft:rt:d papErs that Tert: intErEsting and helpful to allo 

SOCIAL RECEPTION 
On Friday EvEning a social re:.ce:ption and a meeting of the Ex

&~Uti•n; Council was held at the Museum, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
During this ses:sion, Everyone became acquainted 'V'.ri th each other 
and had an opportunity to inspect the many traps and other d:i. splays. 

NEW OPii'ICEHS 

At 10 a.m. the follo·viing day tl1c t:lt:ction of the 1940 officers 
was held, follov. e d by a business 1oe E ting for all members. O:L-Ci ce rs 
werE elected as follows: 

President: Dr. C. B. Worth, Hocl;:e:;:'elJt:r Inst. of Bedical Research, 
Princeto:n, U.J. 

Vice-Presldt:nt: E .• E. Ware, Clf;:msen CollEge:, ClEmson, S.C. 

Secretary: Geoffre:y Gill, 24 OvErlook Dr., Huntington, L.I., IJ.Y. 

Treasui't:r: GEorge: Dock, Jr., 119 3ritt: Avenue:, Scarsdale, N.Y. 

Councillors t Horace: Groskin, Ardmore:, Pa.; Miss Lisa von >lorowsky 
Drooksville:, Fla.; Mrs. Marie: V. Beals, :iUmhurst, 
:N.Y.; Hormrd Krug, Cht:sle:y, Ontario, Canada; J. T. 
Nichols, New York City; Dr. H. R. Wood, Harrisburg, 
Pa. and others to be: appointEd at the: discrEtion 
of the ne:w officErs. 

AFrrERNOON ST~SSI ON 
On Sa tl.n'day afternoon the: program was ope: nt: d to the: g e:ne ral 

public, with an AddrEss of WElcome by John T. Nichols, in a livt:ly. 
manner, typical of this wt:ll known and popular ornitholog::.st. SEt
ting th2 tempo of thE mee:ting, Mr. IJichols was follOV'rt:d by anum ... 
be r of splendid- papers listed el pc:whe: l'e in this is sue:. 

BANQUET 
At 6:30 that e:vt:ning the: Annual Banquet was ht:ld at ThE 

,I 
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Chalfonte ncar the Nuseum and was we 11 attended. Among the mo.ny 
speakET'S at tt:i s I! ala occasion, the talks. by Dr. Robert Cushman 
Murphy and ~1.oger T. Peterson v-rErE partim.~ larly out3tanding. 

PAPERS OFFERED AT ANNUAL MEETING 

Address of Welcome 

Progress Report of the CoopErativE 
HE rr:i ng G1.1ll Survey 

Progress REport of Bird DiseasE Survey 

PurplE Jhnch Invasion in Eastern PEnn~ylv8JIIlia 
in thE Spring of 1939 

Some Hecords of Birds·BandEd· on Long Island 

Co);lstrt1cti on and Usc: of tre Sokri 
A.u toma t:t c Hawk 'Trap 

Our Pre sent Knowlt:dge of Hawk Migra.ti on 

Bird Banding in Holland 

John ~~. Nichols 

J. J. Hickey and 
s. C. Harriot 

C. 1.1. Herman 

HoracE Grosldn 

LeRoy Wilcox 

GeorgE Dock, Jr. 

Richard Pough 

J. Jo terPelkwijk 
of the NEthErlands 

GEnEral Discussion lEd by President HErman on such topics as 
Bringing Birds to thE Traps, Trap :Jc:havi or and types of Dai t. 

THE LOST IS Ii'OUJ.\TD 

It has bc:en rEmarkEd that lookin:T at dead birds on the hlc;hvrays 
and strolls alo~-ig the beaches and shores ·will sometimes revrard thE 
bander VJi th a recoveryo HErE is proof. After looJdng at the feet 
of hundreds of dEad gulls on the shore and islands of Jamaica Bay, 
L.,I.,, H.Y., 'rhomas Imoff, a recent mt:m1JEr, rEports the follovving 
two discoveries. At Old Mill, Ozone Park, N.Y., found dead, Oct. 1, 
:1,939, Hcrrin,s G-:.;r,ll, No. 39-657879, in first post-juvenal plumagE. 
This bircl was banded as a ncstlin3, J~ly 4, 1939 on PEnikEsE Island, 
Mass., by Laurence Pletcher. Also "i'u1.1nd the swne day, Herring Gull, 
Noo 37-662978, on Jamaica Bay. Th].s bir·d vv~s banded July 2, 193?, 
a+: C.ape Sm.a11; Eaine, by S. W. Hyde. Fellow adventurers on this par
ticular E:xpECh ti on with Br. Imhof 1!1fC I'E ThUI'E r_;:rengwall and nayr1onc1 
Gelotte. 

Here is another case, ve-:ry unu.snal, but still proof that r•ccov
Erics can bE occasionally found . Richard B. Fischer rEports that 
Roy Dc:;:-onhardy, a 1):i.rd student, while making a field trip on January 
30, 1940, in Ei.ssena Park, Flushing, N.Y., inspected a box believed 
to bE occupj_ c d by a Scl.,E c ch Ovvl o At the time of the visit, the owl 
was not at hoP1t:~ A dozen pellets and the wings and tail· fee.thers of 
some s,JIU'I'0\'1' Y'ErE in the box. On closer inspection of the pellets, 
Mr. BernhElTdy v.ras su1prised to see a Survey band drop out of one::., 
The, number wan 40-120204. A check-up proved th.at this band was placcc 
on a Fox Sparrow by Will] .. am Astle at Kissena Park on December 28, 193~ 
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'dhcn next you sc c a bird ·that "has come to the end of the road," 
won't ;ron stop, look a.."1cl check? 

NEW VvHINKLES :)H ~ru_;_:: OLD PHl~\L'~l.I OP DAITS 
(fiend :i_n YouJ' L:x.pcrit:nccs) 

FLIC:F.CSHS: rrnt. nn;cst tip in t:·_,_i;::; department comes from George Dock, 
Jr. A thought on the trapping of Flickers. It has not had 

fair test, but has possibilities. Flickers cat ants. Ants a:c'E attrac
ted by suu a:t'. Spill a littlE sugar on the ground beneath y;ouJ.• trap 
and in a s1-,o:ct time you will have ants ••• and hopes of getting Flickerso 
Hr. Dock savs it doesn't work with an ordinary pull string d:eop-trap 
as the ~'!liclrc:.rs won't' go under t~1.E trapp but with an automatic trap 
with a si.clc entrance or a top opc:nJng trap·, the chances shm.1ld be 
fairly 9;0od. Flickers are a large bird, as garden birds go, the l''Efore 
they shonld offer worth vvhilE recoveries·. Dead birds of a large size 
arc mort: often reported than' the · smaller ones. ' Another point in try
ing thls stunt, is the fact that there has not been much work done with 
this species. If any bander tric:s this, EBBA would like to lmow the 
resultsa Also from using ant-e ~·;.-ss as bait. 

SU~LOWERS : As though,ts turn to t~ic garden at this season, don't for-
[!; E t to .Plant a good supply of sunflowers along the: back 

fence OJ." in GOLJe spot v.rhere tnt:y \JOIJ 1 t UpsEt the ('.ntir t: car·cl<:::n plan. 
Sun:flowel' seeds still ratt: as the A l'Tb. 1 bait for many birds. Hr. 
Groskin of A:L'drnor e, Pa. usc d 75 lbs. when he had his i '11' asi on of 
Purpl e VLnche s. 

DBCQYS _A_Ii[p _ _I.1IRJ-l_ORS: Dr. Haroln n. Wood tried wooden decoys in his traps 
Made three wll_:ich he claimed ' had a faint resEmblancE 

to c:. cardinal, a· .iunco .;nd a robin. His last l'eport said, " ••• so far, 
nothing bas even talsen a look& 11 However:, lmoFing that SOEJ.e birds make 
a g l"e at r uss over their ovm refl(;·ction, e specially arou.nd mating sc ason 
Dr. 11/oocl :i.s e;oJ. ng to try the use of a mirror in one or t'\'vo of his traps 

GOLDFINCJJES: 1iJ'illiam Davidson of Tacoma Park, Md., writes, ."The only 
way I have been able tot rap Goldfinches is to secure a 

sun,~lowe:r :r~c a d already fed upon by these birds and place the VJ'hole 
headinG Chardoneret trap sst up close to the sun:f lowcr stalkso 11 

GRACirr_;I8;S: White bread, (thE whiteJ:> thc better) is thE bcst bait for 
these b1Pds when used :i.n a top opening trap, e ithE J:' on the 

ground or mounted on a 3 ft4 hi gh platform. m1en one Grackle is 
caught, don't l'Ush out t.o the tr:.p, if you havc other such ttraps. 
Control youi'Self; wait fifteen minutes. The: first captiyc: will at
tract othErs and, depending on the numbEr of traps, you will take: 
several. JJE sure: the top door 1oc1cs f aj_ rly snug as they mB.y push it 
up and EscP_:pe otherwise:. It has ~ ... r::en found good practic~ to have a 
fair-sized stone: handy to Each trap door. Then, wht:n going out to 
band the Grackles, swiftly go tD c ach trap and place: the: rock •)n top, 
as ·your appearance near thE traps Villl start a grEat commoti ono 

In trapping adult and i: mnaL·.~Jrt: Grackles, a rnodif_Led C!lai:''donerct 
has g ivEn Excellent rern~lts ~len ~orked in a fleet of a dozen. In
stc ad of following the s:i z e ins tr1c tJ on s in the Manual, the sr:: ."1h01.:tld 
be made 3 j_nches high, 9 inches 1··-J.de and 24 inches long, and contain 
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2 apartments. Doors should bE madE 9 by 7 inchEs. No gathering 
cagE door is nEcEssary. With the usE of a cloth, takE thE bird out 
o .f the doer by v:•hich it Entered. Use the spring of an ordinary mousE 
trap, ( 2 :ror 5i! at any 5 & 10). ThrEad spring through a stiff piE cc: 
of vdre which is also the axle on vvhich the door swings fro1~1 two small 
Eyelets on thE woodEn frame of thE trap., A forkEd twig from your pri
vet hedge or eimilar shrub has been found to work better than the 
perch descJ~ibed in the manual and when broken can bE more Easily re
placed. 

"A juvenal GracklE ·vv:I th thE lov .. -e r mand::Ule protruding 1/4 inch 
beyond tl-LE upper mandible was trap: c d and 'banded on Augo 13, 1939 at 
Scm'sdale, l~.Y. The mutatj.on was thought likely to cause the bird' s 
early death by starvation. The s ame: Grackle in excellent health was 
re-trar>.pEd and released i)y the same operator on April 5, 1940, its 
be ale sti 11 undershot. 11 G. Dock, Jr. 

NEWS ABOUT OUR. lr:EMBER.S 

Dr. C. Brooke Worth, our newly Elected president is pleased to 
ann ounce: a He turn-2 of Sir Stork on Farch 14th. Yes, it is a b oyt 
Even at this early date, it is notice able that the baby has his 
mother's f::I'BCE and the doctor's ready smile •. \IVhat with bEing elc cted 
Prt:siclc:nt of EDBA and the arrival of thE heir, almost one after the 
other, Dr. ·worth writes that he is completely disorganizEdu •• 11 but 
hapiJy about the whole thing." 

Lass Dorothy M. C.aldwell of Mount McGregor, Na Yo, spent two 
afternoons of her October vacation at the Austin Ornithological Ija
boratory on CapE Cod, Mass. ShE accompanied Dr. Austin as hE madE 
the rounds of a dozen house traps and many m:t trapso NeedlEss to 
say, she .~:D.v· dozens of' birds banded at this station, one of the 
largest on tl'J. E Atlantic Coast. 

I-irs. Marie V. Beals of ElmhuPst, N.Y. spent several wc:clcs during 
March, v ].siting in Florida and looking over the banding stations in 
that arc: a. 

Dr. Carlton . M. Hc:rman, former President of EBBA, is novv Re.sc:arch 
AssociatE: in Parasitology at the Hospital and Bi ologi co.l Research In
stitute of the: Zoological Society of San Dic:go, Cal. Dr. Herman is 
working primarily on the: parasitEs of birds. 

::T'red M. Packard is now Scnio1• vvildlife F1 orc:man at the Hocky 
Mountain National Park, Estc:s Park, Colorado and plans to start 
banding opt: rati on.s: in the v.r ild and woolly west as soon as c rmdi U on s 
wi ll p e rmi t. 

Thomas F. Davis of Orlando, Fla. has bEEn elc:ctc:d hc:ad of thE: 
Flo:L"ida A11clnhon Society. While on thE subject, Bc:echcr s. Bowdish of 
Demarest, N.J. has been Sc:crc:tary and Treasurer of the New JE:rsc:y 
fu1&1bon Soci Ety for almost 20 years. 
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FOUND IN THE ASSC:CIATI ON'S FIIE S 

April 13 1 1923. 

"Bird banding work sounds most intErEsting. 
I shall gEt up to HydE Park in June and will 
bE dElightEd to coopEratE. My sEcond boy, 
Elliott, ag.ed 12, is quitE keEn about Natural 
History and possibly will hElp us start thE 
trapping • 11 ' 

(Signed) Franklin D. RoosEVElt. 

FUTURE PLANS 

EBBA officials hope to havE thE nEcEssary Equipment in timE 
for thE nExt j_ssuE to Enable them to includE at lEast onE or morE sEts 
of dr•m'r:i.ngs and specifications on how to build bEtter trapso Awaitlng 
publication at prEsEnt is a HousE 'I'rap, 6 ft. squarE, built for 50fi1 

(a minor mii'aclE of our timEs), de slgn Ed by Dr. Harold B. Wood of 
Harrisburg, Pa.; A Hawk Trap, d Esic;nEd by GeorgE Dock, Jr., of Scars
dalE, N.Y. A Thread Trap for· flicLErs dovm to warblErs, dEsignEd by 
Daniel SmilEy, Jr., of I;Iohonk Lake, N.Y. Which vvould you like first? 
WE 1 11 try to give -:-,rou that data as fast as we can. 

Wl:UrrE the Secretary of tl.ny interEst:lng rEturns, bait or t:r•ap 
improv(:>::cnts or othEr obsErvat:i.ons to citE in ourE arly issue:s. 


