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MORE ABOUT TlIB JMPORTANCE OF N:~GATIVE INFORMATIO!J 
By G. Hapgood Parks 

.Allow me, pl ease , t o exclaim an emph,atic "amen" in agreement With 
the fundamental prin ci-ple expressed by T. A. Becket t, III , in his "The 
Importance of Negative Inf ormati on" on pp. 181 and 182 in the July
August, 19661 issue of EBBA News. Please pe:nnit me, also, t o supplel!J.ent 
Yir. Becket t' s experien ce with one of my own in which biased informati on 
has been created as t he result of t he same arbi t rary bandi ng office l'\lle 
that he discussed. 

In June, 1966, Mrs. Parks and I returned to Astle, New Brun swick 
for our sec ond banding stu dy of migra ting Evening Grosbeaks along the' 
Miramichi watershed of that provi nce. Les s tha n 8 full bandin g days 
(June 14 - 21 ) sufficed to exhaust completely our supply of 500 Canadian 
bands. Durin g those same few days we became increasin gl y appalled by the 
shocking sla ughter which occurred ~s speedi ng motor vehicles plou ghed 
through flocks of these birds and lef't thei r crushed bodies strewn al ong 
many miles of t he heavily traveled highway that passed close by our 
banding site. 

lllring our 5th day 2 bands were brought back to us by persons who 
had found them on t he l egs of Evenin g Grosbea ks that had bee n kill ed by 
motor vehicles. We had u13ed o:ne of these bands on our fj_rst bandi ng 
day; the other, on our 4t h day. 

On June 21, our panding complet ed, we dutifull y filled out dupli~ te 
sets of schedules, listing our 500 bandee s . In the spirit of complet e 
accur a cy we noted in the "Remarks" spa ces on th e appropriate sch edules 
the histories of the two recovered bands. Then the entire report was 
mailed to Canadian Wildlife Service head quarter s in Ottawa. Experienced 
hander s know that, after bei ng check ed, one set of these schedules is 
fo r wa rded t o our own Bandin g Laborat ory at Laurel, Hi. This set is 
accompa nie d by a summary of the band er's records. 

We appreciate the court eous consideration which _prompted that a eopy 
of thi s "summary" be sent to u_s. It "summarized" our records: 11498 
Eveni ng Grosbe ak s banded; 2 bands destroyed . " The following explanati on 
was appended: "When a bird i s found dead within t h ree month s _ of bandine , 
the band should be reported a s 'destroye d ' so we bav e amended th e 
schedule s concerning •••••••••••• " ( th e two bands in questio n ). No 
menti on was ma.de of th e " same ten-minut e block" that we have all hea rd ao 
much about, but we can be tolerant enough to beli eve that it was assumed 
by our "summari zer." 

Unquestionably th e Canadi an Office had acted in accordance with 
accept ed procedu re when i t s person nel deleted these two bird s from our 
schedules, but this does not change the fundamental fact that, as a 
re sult of this del etion , the of f icia l files contain an untrue copy of 
th e correc t record which we had conscientiously submitted. 
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Admittedly, the nUlllber of record in 
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,. '~tbin hours after our schedules had ~ee volved here is very small . 
t,ands were ret urned to us and on JuJ. l n mailed, however , 3 more of our 
J'6covered, all from Evening G~sbeak/wh:1.c;e~::ed t~t a 6th had been 
~ cles, and within a vexy few miles fro wh en killed by motor 
!11 total, then, we stand to be credited ~th ~ 8

• ther, had been banded. 
uian 1% of the 500 bands we bad re ui iti Vlng destroyed" more 
p!Cioial files hold any record of ihe sdea~~ed ;nct used; nor would the 
!lad actually wom those bands. 5 0 aey of the 6 birds which 

As one result of our brief New Bru sw1 k . 
,the deaths of 18 banded Svening Gros~eak~ V1sit.we collected proof 
on Highway -1/8 between F:redericton and Newca tl all ~~ed by mot?r vehicles 
pl'Pcedure refuses t o acknowledge 6 of th s e. cial band i ng 
jpe 'birds did not wear their bands for a:sfe~::th9f • however, b~cause 
$ucceed in reaching one or more eo hi . days, nor did they 
t the banding site b f g gra p c m1.nutes beyond the "vicinity" 

i e ore a speedin g truck or automobil h 
!Jieir li ves. For the same reason the off ' . 1 e crus ed out 
l)Jat those same 6 birds were ever bande ic1a records .fail to acknowledge 
i\lture resea r ch based on such official ~ ~ would appear that possible 
tscking in accuracy. co s i s destined to be found 

'.rhe number of band s and the number of re 
!naonsequential when compared With Hr. Becket~~rds invo~ved here may seem 
Uis fundamental principle is just th . s situation. Nevertheless 
,hich has as its rima e same, nrun.ely: an arbitrary rule 
liboratory facilites ~purpose th e,protection of overtaxed Banding 
:onsi dered to be unimpo~n~ni::c:!!niveholoadtof records that are 

s wn o produce: 

(l ) an er ro neous official rec 0 rd f th 
(2) a dishonest offic i al reco r d o~ the\ n~ber fofbbirds banded: 

known cause. um er O ird deaths from a 
(J ) a hidde n Masin calc ula ti ons (from offi 1 l ) ---.. -

rela ti v · rta O a record s of t he 
e impo nee of vnri ous causes of mortality. 
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