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MORE ABOUT THZ IMPORTANCE OF NIGATIVE INFORMATION

Admittedly, the number of records involved
By G. Hapgood Parks

- here is very small.
Lithin hours after our schedules had been mailed, however, 3 more of our
wnds Wwere returned to us and, on July 1,

scovered, all from Evening Grosheaks which had been killed by motor

apicles, and within a very few miles from where they had been banded,

m total, then, we stand to be credited with having "destroyed" more

iman 1% of the 500 bands we had requisitioned and used; nor would the
gficial files hold any record

g of the deaths of any of the 6 birds which
pd actually worn those bands,

" in agreement with
lease, to exclaim an emphatic "amen

the ftﬁ}lz;ezgé]_ppmciple exprziseg by T. Aiageacﬁ;t{é zlﬁ,tig gli‘iy Tphe
Negative Information" on pp. |
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L]
& erience with one of my own »
fg; g:::e:te:tzchas the result of the same arbitrary banding office rule
that he discussed.

. swick visit we collected proof
: f the deaths of 18 banded Svening Grosbeaks, all killed by motor vehicles
turned to Astle, New Brunswick i g
s o S 988 Yo T oo B st e paits, Tow oot R Sy o 2k g
or our s

rictonsand Neweastle. Official banding
edure refuses to acknowledge 6 of these deaths, however, because
nee. Less than 8 full banding days c
G B i b e gttty o 8 R B B T S T S I e
i, Diring Fngs sans fow days v Doce noressieds el 7 SRl the banding sita before - meeborEr ple or autonobile orushed wny
v Ml B i d a eeding motor vehicles ploughed th gF 2 p : g ot 4 s
theough fiodke of theoe brds and :i‘:ptheir crushed bodies strewn along  ilelr 1ives. For the same reason the official records fail to acknowledge
e ithe of Aks havrity Tos a?:dlhi hway that passed close by our those same 6 birds were ever banded, Tt would appear that possible
many miles of the heavily trave ghway B racunrch ancd o oy gt i icons, L4 sppear that poasit
banding site. facking in accuracy.
by persons who
2 bands were brought back to us

fmrcjin%hgz‘;rogtgh:a{egs of lvening Grosbeaks that had.been kiﬁed by
n}:g%orouvghieles. We had used one of these bands on our first banding
day; the other, on our 4th day.

The number of bands and the number of records involved here may seem
iconsequential when compared with Mp, Beckett's situation. Nevertheless,
e fundamental principle is just the same, namely: an arbitrary rule

ich has as its primary purpose the protection of overtaxed Banding
gioratory facilities from an

excessive load of records that are
sidered to be unimportant has been shown to produce:

(1) an erroneous official record of the number of birds banded;

(2) a dishonest official record of the number of bird deaths from a
knovm cause;

(3) a hidden bias in caleculations

(from official records) of the
relative importance of various causes of mortality,

) Warrenton Averme, Hartford, Commecticut 06105,

i we dutifully filled out duplicate

= Juﬁgdzi; ou{iziﬁ;ngugo?g%egaeiéees. In the spir:f.t of comglei:ev-3

4 b utes'in the "Remarks" spaces on the appropp.ate scheduleg

the histort noof‘ the two recovered bands. Then the entire regort was ¥

rﬁzglgistgrjéggadian Wildlife Service headquarteis ;‘.‘ntgttiwieheé.ﬁzzlggcg

r being checked, one set o es :

?ﬁﬁﬁeﬁni: gﬁ'téw:fg:ndingnglabomtor}: at Laurel, 1. This set is

accompanied by a summary of the bander's records.

We appreciate the courteous cggsidemtﬁg egi'}igsrpxz:xgg:gi ;thﬁzgg
"summary" be sent to us. surma
Efre;ihi; Giosbwml:s banded; 2 li:angs dgsgmgegi:hiﬁh:h i:ilmgﬁseﬁlg:a
: "When a bird is found dea X

the zpﬁgn‘:;guld be reported as 'destroyed' so we have amexéded)tham
e dal S CONCEININE eeecasssssss" (the two bands in ques ional..l So il
scn:i‘;newas made of the "same ten-minute block" T.hat t;ga gazz all e
Ezzh about, but we can be tolerant enough to believe
by our "sumarizer."

i th

Unquestionably the Canadian Office had acted in accg?drigcgrgj.n our

ccepted procedure when its personnel deleted these Ewot %hat o ‘

ichedules. but this does not cliz‘?‘r.lg: ;;-hgii:gdzrgil%atﬁ aicuntrue'copy of
deletion, the officia ; :

zgzu]égrgc:hir:ccsd whick'u we had conscientiously submitted.





