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ROYAL TE~ RECOVERY FROM TIGER SHARK 
( or From Hand to Mouth) 
By Will.et T. Van Velzen 

When the bird flies from the hand the bander often ~nders if' it 
will ever be heard from again. This is especiall;y true 'When one banr­
young of. colonial species, the adults of which are seld0Jl1 handled. IJ.l:I 

Such is the oase with the Royal Terns (Thalasseus maxim.us) I have 
banded in colonies along the eastern coast. In mid-April of last 
year, however, we received a letter from Katherine von Schmidt of 
the Cape Haze Marine Laooratory a-t Saras ota, Flori da, dated 9 April 
1965. Mrs. von Schmidt 'Wl'Ote & 

11Enclosed are seve,:al feathers and what we asSU111e to be a 
bird band taken :Crom the stomach of a female Tiger Shark 
(Galeocerdo cuvieri), caught on 15 ~1.arch 1965, in the Gulf 
of Mexico, several miles off of Sarasota, Florida. This 
shark was kept alive in our pens until today. She was 
found dying, so was killed and dissected. As far as we 
knOW • this shark did not eat during capti v1. ty and showed 
no interest in food put into t.he pen. It is possible that 
she could have eaten t.he bird before she was caught, as the 
stomachs of other sharle_s kept in captivity for several 
weeks, have yielded items which could not possibly have been 
eaten while in captivity. We wuld ve-ry much appreciate 
bearlng •••• if feat.hers and band came from t.he same species ••• 
This band is the most intriguing non-edible item we have found 
in a sharl.c I s stomach,," 

Although quite discolored--and most odoriferous--the feathers were thoae 
of a Royal Tern and the band one that I had placed on a Royal Tern cbi.ok 
on Deveaux Bank near Charleston , s. C. • on 13 June 1964. As the finclilll 
of the band was intriguing to them, no less was the recovery to me. 

As an added note of inte rest, Mrs . von Schmidt wrote again early 
this year saying that on 27 J anuary 19 66 her daughter found an injured 
Royal Tern near the beach at Sarasota. This bird I had banded on Sinitb 
Island, Vao, on 9 July 1965. 

Box 74 • Bowie, Maryland. 
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BRADLEY;: :~\ BA::~kG STATidONMaREPORT - 7-YEAR SUMMARY 
• son an ry June Wolcott 

JllSTORY AND BACKGROUND 

The Bradley's property is an area of 2 00 
fbaJ118S River on the southeast comer of Lak • J acres at the mouth of the 
it J,as been owned by Mr. Bruce Bradle e • Clair. (See Map # 1) 
corporation by Mr. and Mrs Bradley Ih s~ce 1912 and is now-managed as a 
of the family• It was all• farmland• unt~l r t~e~ s?ns • and other members 
t}le lake shore pastures Six hundred a er fie stom in 1929 flooded 
of the artificial marsh"ts maintained acres ~~~ still used for crops; part 
reserved for hunting and fishing area a; a : fowl refuge, and part is 
~sradley's Marsh" refers to the ro s or ose with pennits. The term 
at,out three miles long, and l400pac~ertyfadikdjacent to the lake shore_ es o es, waterways, and rushes. 

Bradley's Marsh acquired statu 
Wood (Dec. 1963) and Dr. George M. ;t~;r!t~i~-place when Mr. Albert A. 
observing' collecting• and cataloguing th b~den . many hours there e ir sin the area. 

In 1939 bird-watchers were attracted to Br ' 
a colony of Black Crowned Night Her ( adley s Harsh to observe 
the cat-tails . (Reported in The ea:~ u~alilly tree-nesters ) nesting in 
lb• 2 - Feb ., 1941) . - an ~ Naturalist - Vol. LV _ 
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