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ON NIDATIVE INFOR-iATION: II 
By Roland c. Clement 

I found T. A. Beckett 1s article on THE IMPORTANCE OF NEGJ\l~'"" 
INFORMATION (EBBA News, 29 :4 :181-2) stimulating and offer SOille ..,.:_11. 

.... ac~ 
Mr. Beckett expresses a valid concern over the loss of negatt 

infonnation which has resulted from recommend~d po~icy, viz., to 'lfe 
all bands from pre-flight dead young in coloro.al birds, but his 0~Yi 
unapproved practice of re-using such bands without reporting on th 
initial loss of young is no improvement. e 

It is the bander of colonial birds who must accumulate basic da: 
on pre-flight mortality, since the report of a band, whether taken :ti.a 
near the colonial site weeks or months later, provides little info~ 
on what was actually happening to the colonyo Only the man on the g 
can detect what may be causing lllldue mortality, and set about oheo~ 
the likelihood that the suspected mortality factor is really operative 
It is indeed a tragedy that so many people have banded such large • 
num.bers of birds without at the same time keeping more careful notes Oil 
the biodynamics of the population they were marking. Many handers ha" 
notes they have never published, and this too is a loss to science in tlil 
evaluation of the environmental effects of our technologies. 

As to the Bald Eagle, Mro Beckett has failed to recognize that the 
"sanctuary" directive of the Secretary of the Interior applies only to 
lands under Interior• s jurisdiction. The new restriction on banding Bal4 
Eagles is designed to spare these birds all possible disturbance d'llrillg 
the nesting cycle, since it is not necessary to band eagles to dete :nnuie 
their nesting successo I do hope Mr. Beckett will soon publish the 
results of his eagle studies dating back to 1949, since the National 
Audubon Society is now attempting to collate and analyze the results 
of the cool'9rative study it has organized and led since 196o. Mr. 
Alexander (Sandy) Sprunt, IV, of P.O. Box 231, Tavernier, Florida, 
the Society's Besearch Director, is in charge of this project and will 
welcome any unreported data on eagles or colonial birds. 

National Audubon Society, 1130 Fifth Avenue, New York City 10028. 
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IS BA..NDING Bi\RN OWLS IDRTH Wl:IILE? 
(Paper given at 1966 EBBA Annual Meeting) 

By Mabel Gillespie 

'l'h8 April, 1965, quarterly issue of the Western Bird Bander includes 
ar'/ Report of Individual Banders" followed by a Commentary by 

:, •s~ll.8llning • After laying emphasis on the advisab:Ui ty of having 
G, I!. ts and purpose in banding activities, he concludes with 

jeO 
s paragraphi 

tt,ABsUDle you band NestJ.ing Barn Owls in a controlled situation where 
h/:l'Ve the same nestings avail.able each year. Is this only a chance 

pu d nUlllbers to your total? Do you at other seasons attempt to f.ure adult, free-flying Bam Owls in the same area? What provocative 
.-rV'a1uable data might you gather by dropping all other banding efforts 
111(1 becOllling a year-round Barn Owl specialist? Do the same adults use 

581118 nest year after year? Does a male mate with one of his own 
'tb9 r,1ng if bis original is kill.ed or dies? Do the Olds leave the area 
ot!!fnter? Or migrate long distances or on1y locally? Etc. How many 
: us are truly interested enough to become scientific and productive 
i.nt1ers; adding something to the ornithological. sum tot?3-, or will we 
jut go on 'playing golf 1 until the pressure of regulation takes our 
41,ubl,l away?" 

Mro Channing• !I remancs challenged me to consider the Barn Owl data 

111 bly banding files. Sixty-three of the species, all nestJ.ings but 
n,ve, had been banded by my husband, John. Since I kno~ something. of 
tile difficulties involved in getting hold of even nestJ.ings. I cl8.l.lll 
that an attempt to capture free-nying adults during non-nesting seasons 
wu1d require aerial acrobatics beyond the facility of the average bander. 

,Furthennore, I claim that banding nestling bam owls in. a controlled 
ntuation where you have the same nestings available each year can be 
10st productive of valuable scientific data. I claim also that the same 
ts true of banding nestlings 'Wherever they can be found. To substantiate 
ri, olaims I shall show briefly the results obtained from John 1 s banding 
of Earn Owls, and also from a study of the same species made by 
All.an Ro Keith. 

It was in. May, 1924, that the late Julian K. Potter came upon a 
~r of Barn Olds nesting in the upper story of an old, dilapidated 
water tower in a waste area near the Delaware River south of Camden, New 
Jei,sey, He enlisted John in a year-round study, the results of which 
we,:e published in the Auk ( Vol. XXII, No. 2, April, 192.5). The men spent 
one entire night observing the feeding of the young, as well as parts of 
~y other nights, and checked the site throughout the year. It was a 
very entertaining as well as infonnati.ve experience. 
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The activities in the tower were observed during a two-ye ar Pel'.l 
The old tower was then tom down. Six yoWlg and the female were banci 0d 
in 1924. Seven yoWlg were banded in the early sUllllller of 1925 , and Gd 
anothe r five during a late fall nesting that same year. In the early 
sU!llDler of 1926 six more young were banded, making a total of twenty--ro 
nestJ.ings. The banded female mothered all four broods and , wi th her Ill' 
mate , remained in the 'Vicinity throughout the seasons . 

Of the twenty-four young , four were ~ubsequ~ntJ.y hea1:1 from. Thie 
is a percentage of 16.6 which is comparatively high for avian recovel"l.e 
One was taken in August , two months afte r banding , at Somers Point, N a. 
Jersey , fifty miles a bit south of due east from the nest si te. A se~ 
banded in November 0 was taken at Trappe , Maryland, the following A:pru 
ninety-five miles almo st due south. The third , banded in Ma;y, was ahot. 
near Wilmington , North Carolina, the following November, some 430 lllilea 
almost due south 0 The fourth, banded in June , 1926 , was caught on a 
pole trap in February , 1928 , in Jasper County , South Carolina, after 
traveling 6oo mile s a bit west of south. 

This Bam Owl study was a planned project, limited to a series or 
the same nestings. Of the other thirty-eight, four were adults brot1ght 
to us now and then. The remaining thirty-four were nestJ.ing s from neste 
he re and there 0 mostJ.y 'Within twenty-five miles of Philadelphia. Fov 
out of a brood of ten were banded in a ne st in a barn on Martha 1s 
Vineyard Island, Massachusetts, and four were banded near the Delaware 
Water Gap, Pennsylvania. 

There were four recoveries from the thirty-four young, a percentage 
of a little over eleven 0 One was killed near its nest site a month att.e, 
banding. One banded in July near Pottstow., Pennsylvania, was 11destro114• 
near Dorsey, Maryland, two months later, one hundred miles southwest. 
The one banded in May at A.ugustine Beach , Delaware, was reported f'l"Olll 
Chenango County, New Yoxic, three months laterD at least 200 mile s due 
north The fourth, banded on Martha I s Vineyard in August, 1938 , was 
found• dead near Teaneck, New Jersey, in November, 1941, 190 miles a bit 
south of westo 

It should be noted that two weeks at the very least would elapse 
between the dates of banding and the dates when the young would become 
independent and would, presumably, be driven away by the adultso 

In Bird Binding, (Vol. 35, No0 1, pp 22 - 31, January , 1964), is Ill 
article entitled 11A Thirty-Year SUllllllary of the Nesting of the Bam OWl 
on Martha• s Vineyard, Massachusetts," by Allan R. Keith. Mr. Keith t1rl.rlf 
tabulated all nestings of Barn Owls reported on the island during 
years . Of these nestings, 135 young were banded . A second table llstl 
all recoveries of Bam Owls banded in the entire state. There were 
twenty-one, of which thirteen had been banded on the Vineyard. Thirteen 
out of 135 is about ten percent. 
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According to E. H. Forbush, "Birds of Massachusetts and Other New 
Jll&land S~tes , H Vol II, page 190 , the Barn Owl is "a rare visitor from 
l:JlS south lll southern New England. " This was written in 1927 , and since 
t)l8ll there has been a tendency for some Carolinian specie s to extend 
tJ)eir ranges further north. It is also a fact that southern species are 
tar 111ore apt to be found on the Vineyard than on the mainland. 

Mr. Keith considers the distances traveled by young Barn Owls 
t.,anded on the Vineyard are relatively short. One went to Macyland, 400 
,ues. Three were reported from the Philadelphia area which i s over 
z1J mile s in a straight line. Following such a course would take the 
0~s seventy-five miles across the ocean between the Vineyard and Long 
x51and with a possible stop-over on mock Isl.and. It seems more likely 
that they woµld first cros s the five miles or so to the mainland, and 
t11en follow more or less the automobile route. One of the above 
118Jltioned owls was shot within two miles of my Glenolden home. The 
distance from Glenolden to Woods Hole, mainland tenninal for the Vineyard 
terr'/• is 370 miles clocked by automobile. 

Personally , I was amazed that juvenal Barn Owls would have gone so 
tar a-!ield •. I look on their travels as post-natal dispersals, whereas 
)Ir. Keith think s of them as migrations . I think we may both be correct 
Jlellt in "Life Histories of North American Birds of Prey" (part 2 Order/ 
Falconiformes and Strigifonnes - Uo S. National Museum, Bulletin 170) 
vrote in summarizing migration habits : "It appears that in the eastern 
part of the country some young Barn Owls make extensive journeys 
southward that have some characteristics of true migration. This 
apparently is not general, however , and may be similar to the post­
b1'eeding season wanderings of certain herons, gulls 0 and other birds. " 
!t any rate, Bam Olds I have known in the Philadelphia area, stay 
11x>ut throughout the year. One ass\Dlles that these are resident adults. 

Three of the thirteen Vineyard recoveries were taken on or near the 
Isl.and of Rhode Island. One was reported a year and four months later 
ill September, another a year and eight months later in March, and the 
t.bi.rd ~wo years and seven months later in May. Do these facts indicate 
11:gration or the settling in tmdisputed territory? I do not know how 
long it takes a Ba.m Owl to reach sexual maturity. 

Four V~eyard recoveries were reported from the island. One was 
found dead lll November, four months after banding; one was found dead 
ill February, eight months after banding ; one was found dead less than a 
IOnth after banding; and the fourth was found dead in February , four 
an,} a half years after banding o Why had they not migrated for the winter? 

the Brief consideration has been given to three types of Barn o...a. study : 
at controlled situation with the same nestings each year , the banding 

owls wherever they ma;y be found ; and banding in a geographically 
OOlitai.ned island populationo At times there have been known to be two 
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or thre e nes t.ing s on th e Vineyard at one tim e . In view of the qu.el'i.ea 
raised from these three sets of data it seems obvious that no one 
person• however acrobatic and enthusiastic he may be, can possibly 
accumulate enough data for proven answers. Mr. Channing had a good 
point but chose a poor species as illustration. Furthennore, the 
data here presented suggests answers to some of his queries, and. ra1sea 
more queries. 

A solution to the problems of Barn Olil. study would be for eve ry 
bander to seize any opportunity to band Bam On s . Also, and this i,s 
of utmost importance, fil infonnation gathe~d should .l:22, published . 
Inertia in publishing is surely the weak point in our procedures, far 
more so than the playing of ornithological golf• 

As a matter of fact, the golfing bander isn't going to do much for 
his score by banding Barn OW:ls. Often it isn't possible, and seldom is 
it easy to band the young, let alone adults. But when there is a 
reasonabl e possibility of banding any of tbis species, it seems well 
worth while to do so, at least mitil we have obtained a reasonable 
amount of data. In order to answer more ~Y the ques'!-1-ons Mr. Channuig 
posed, and those raised in the course of this presentation, we_need a 
wealth of further info:cmation, and especiaJJ.y we need to have it 
readily avail.able. 

)1) Sharp Ave., Glenolden, Pa. ~ ;;.]~ 
y ~-~ 

TI'JMOUSE POSTJUVENAL MOLT 
By Constance Katholl 

T. s. Roberts• Birds of Minnesota states on page 642 under 11Key to 
Minnesota Tiun.ice (Fam:\Jy Paridae) 11: 11The adults (Titmice) have a 
single, annual, complete postnuptual molt ••• The postjuvenal molt i s 
partial, wing-quills and~ being retained unt.il the fi.rst post­
n11ptual molt •• •" 

On May 26 1 1966 I banded 6 nestling Tufted Titmice and on Augu.at 
23 I recaptured three of them. All three birds were in the process or 
molting the tail. On tw birds the two central pairs of retrice-s were 
Illissin g w1 th the replacements visible in the sheaths. The third l:nJ,'li 
had only one old feather relllaining, the new ones being at various 
stages of develoJ&ent. This is an obvious error in the Manual vbie h 
ha s doubtless been recognized by experienced ba.nders. Forthemore, 
i t is apparent that the same sequence of molt occurs in Chickadees, 
despite the similar Illisintormation in the text. What I had hoped 
mig ht be an additional aid to the ageing of these species at this 
tim e of year - through characteristics of molt - proved a failure. 

930 Woodland Ave., S. Charleston, W'o Vao 
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OPERATI:ON RECOVERY I N REVERSE 
By Elis e M. Dicke rson and Philip G. Murton 

For the two weeks from 26th April to 10th May an 11operation recovery 
reverse" was carried out on Block Island to band and study birds on 

ille;Lr northward movement to their breeding grounds . This was a 
tbatt,iouJ.arly interesting and infonnative operation as the blrds net ted 
~ d banded were in their full. breeding plumage and a total of 891 were 
!)8JW-ed of 61 specie s ( Table I) . The wing measurements of all birds 
,_.el"S tal<:en and , during the first week, the weights of the majority . 

In addition to the authors , Julian Dickerson spent the fi rst week on 
we Island , Stanley Dickerson and Kitty and Frank Frazie r joined the 
s.riY for a long weekend in the middle of the pe riod , and Michael Wagner 

~:, a great help outside school hours . We W1derstand that . Michael is 
resently applying for a banding pennit and we hope that it will be 
:ranted as he shows great promise as a bander. The re sident Block 
lllland bird handers, Mr. and Mrs . Merrill Slate , were "on call" and gave 
illvaluable aid by lending equiµnent , moral support and scientific 11know 
ho"" parti cul arly during the second week when the senior author was 
operating the station alone. To all these persons we offer our thanks 
tor their valuable assistance. 

Block Island is located 12 m:iiJ.es south of the mainland off the State 
or Rhode Island and is in line with , and between , Long Island and Nartha 1 s 
Vineyard, in a north easterly direction . It is eleven square miles in 
aX'8.a and was first inhabited by a handful of settlers in l661. It 
contains a maze of stone walls , 300 miles of them in all, and these were 
b11:Ut by the early sla ves and settJ.ers who wanted the ground cleared of 
all stone s and Slllall boulders for pasture. These stone walls still stand 
and are presenUy the only 11surveyor•s 11 land marks used in property 
conveyances . They are 3 to 5 feet in height and are considered to be 
pj.Qturesque marks of distinction peculiar to the Island. 

The island is roughly pear-shaped with a pointe d s andy ti p to th e 
north and has two harbors, one on the east sid e and one on th e west . 
Access to the island is by plane in to the small airport in the sout hern 
half, or by 11onoe-a-day 11 ferries from three points on th e mainland. 

'!'here are soil cliffs on the east side, which are quite sheer in 
pl.aces, and the western side slopes down to a sandy shore. The are a 
covered by the rise and fall of th e tide is quite small and therefore 
there is very little exposed sand for waders and shore birds. The whole 
i!IJ.and is dotted with over 100 natural fresh water ponds and pools, with 
one vecy large saJ:l:.-water pond ( which nearly cm:.s the island in two) in 
the center and the second largest (fresh ) near the northern tip. 

Vegetation consists of almost impenetrable thickets of shrubs , 
IOstJ.y Bayberry (Myrl.ca cerifera) and Greenbrier ( Smilax rotundifolia) . 




