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the nets set about 31 above the water surface) • All the nets r ha 
bought for the last few years have been tethered by the maker s us~ 
the .fish-line technique ( discovered here independentJ.y of the Poles 
some years ago): it is invaluable. 

Terylene netting is quite supple and the small mesh catches n~ 
everything including Regulus which go into it. If any one you kno/l'l t, 
would like to try some British nets -we can supply them ( after ha.v.1ng 
checked they have a banding and netting penni t). 

BTO, Peach Grove, TRING, Herts. 

OONSERVATION AWARDS 

We take especial prid:e in the conservation 
awards given to EBBA members in recognition of 
their work in this field which is so closely 
related to bird banding activities. 

Of the ten awards made by the American 
~1otors Corporation to professional conservationists 
one went to EBBA member Ted S. Pettit, Somerville, 
N.J., director of conservation for the Boy Scouts 
of America, "for his more than two decades of 
conservation promotion through the Boy Scouts. 
He was instrumental in the insertion of natural 
resources conservation into the scouting program 
•••• also directed the highly effective 
nationwide Conservation Good Turn program in 
which 3,700,000 boys and leaders participated." 

And of the ten awards to non-professionals• 
''whose conservation efforts are a voluntary 
expression of good citizenship," one went to 
Robert w. Patterson, of Mt. Desert Island, Maine 
(who doubt less helps his wi fe - EBBA member -
in banding )"for spear headin g a campaign to save 
the .Allaga sh region of Nort hern Maine from 
commercialization." 
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THE n1PORTANCE OF NEGATIVE INFORMATION 
By T. A. Peckett, III 

it tbe present time a study is unde r way regarding the numbers of 
colonies, breeding success, cause s of mortality in the Brown 

~rdS~,, p. carolinensis. Also included will be an analysis of banding 
;.., -1,0 ... · • . 
JV'""." has taken place in pa.st years. 
t).Jt 

I aill sorry to state that the study is several years late in getting 
r ~ay - too many colonies have already ceased to exist. A true 

-~ of mortality among the pre-flight young can never be obtained 
tp,C by band anal ysis because of bancting offi ce ins t ructions over the 
even years. In order to eliminate work in the banding office, we have 
~t entionally created biased information on a tremend ous sc ale . 

over the years it has been stressed that handers of colonial nesters , 
t,aJ!lS, gulls, pelicans , etc . , should visit the colonies and remove all 

els from all pre-flight dead young and destroy them to prevent reporting ;'1 the general public. In the case of bands on dead young found during 
J:Clding season , if previous reports have not been sent in , the band 
IJlll;)er S should be deleted and marked destroyed , the general attitude 
~~ that the bands become brittle if reopened , therefore should not 
be placed on another bird. 

I have never agreed with the above policy and have followed it only 
1! no young of the same age could be found to place the recovered band 
OIi, In the 1964 banding season over 500 bands were removed from Brown 
f8llcans in one colony. On one visit over 125 bands were removed from 
dead birds that were fully fledged and ready for flight. Thi s specie s 
use:i a large , relatively expensive , band that does not require much 
opening to be placed on the tarsus . I , for one, am of the opinion that 
a sl.Ze 8 would be a much better fit than the specified size 9. 

Now, let us see what has happened as a result of band disposal 
according to the instructions from the banding office. (1) Thousands 
of bands have been placed on many species as locals , or nestlings , in 
the colonies and carried in the bancting office as destroyed. We cannot 
toll how many because a few bands are dropped over-board or really lost . 
llat has been the actual mortality? ( 2) A bias has been set up in the 
actual number of birds banded. Over the last JO years this has run into 
lany thousands. In the 1964 season I actually banded fully a third 
IOre young pelicans than my records show, because I reused many bands on 
birds of a like age. How many of a given species have been actually 
hlnd','ld? (3) The extent of the losses of pre-flight young are now 
ll!eded if we are to attempt a true picture of an assumed nonnal loss 
tl'0m year to year within a given species. In the case of the pelican 
I normal loss can never be acquired again for some of our important 
COlO!).ies have completely ifanished. What is the nonnal loss within a 
8Pecie s in a given colony, or between colonies? (4) It should be of 
111terest to investigators of the future to know 'What caused these losses 
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from year to year , such as high tides, stom.s, disease , chemicals 
How can we gain this lmowledge if it i s not recorded on recover c; etc 
( 5) Bands cost money and each must be accounted for by the bander l'lial 
the banding office . Would it not be better in the case of the col ~ 
nesters • at least, to show what actually happened to each of tb.e b 0ri4.-i_ 
young? Chemicals will become an even greater factor of mortality lllldect 
these species in the future years. It is a false economy to save ainong 
record keeping in an office with IB1 machines and then lose the co: 
bands• the efforts of the bander and the infonnation that shouJ.d tta ot 
been obtained in the placing of the band. In this case the info l'tQ ll 
regarding migration. age, and local movement is negative in that t:e'l:ta.t 
bird may have never left the colony. 

What is to be the policy of the banding office in the future 
regarding the banding of colonial nesters? .All are in trouble . All 
are a part of the same picture, including ,the osprey, eagles• ha'Wks 
owls. The great puzzle to this wr.i. ter is how biologists and ec ologt:! 
can be extensively active in the field and fail to grasp the causes ot 
declines that started about the time Dur was released for general haae 
use. The effects of chlorinated hydrocarbons are much more extensive 
today because the family group ha s become greatly enlarged and th eb 
use more extensive. 

We might expect a new directive from the banding office reg arding 
all species of colonial nesters in the near future. It need not apP17 
to the song birds and other such species if this is felt to be a burden 
on the banding office. With the exception of blackbirds, I deli beratei, 
band few nestJ.ings. We can certainly hope that the directive will no\ 
show as great lack of thought as the one from Interior requiring a 
No Trespass zone of one-half mile around each Bald Eagle nest - an(). 
this when we are trying to gain infonnation about the nesting suecesa 
of this species. Let us hope that the directive is not taken so 
literally that my friend, Mr. Edward Dingle, will have to move f rom bil 
house where these birds have nested in his yard for over JO years. 

I have seen the complete cycle take place in my efforts w.i.th the 
Bald Eagle. My pennit was issued in 1949 for the purpose of banding 
and making a study of the Bald Eagle . Today this is the only speci es I 
am not allowed to band or even approach the nest for study. In my P 
discussions with Mr. Broley, he agreed that the eagles , as a spec:l,es 
paid little attention to man1 s visits to the nest and this was not a 
factor in nest desertions. How do we acquire new knowledge of a 
without diligent field w:rk? It 'Will not be gained from reading a 
rehash of some author• s book based on field work of other authors wbO 
might have been wrong in the first instance. 

Magnolia Gardens, Johns Island, South Carolina. 

183 

.July-Au9ust 

~ Bird Bonderl Dior~ 
bj 

Rulph K. Bell 
May 14 • • .. Received a very interesting letter today from David 

JobJlBton, a professor at the University of Florida . It adds much to 
the circum stances surrounding the unusual recovery of an Indigo Bunting 
in Jamaica. The letter contains so much infonnation that I feel it 
should be reproduced in its entirety . 

Dear Mr. Bell: 

As you have no doubt beard by now, one of your banded Indigo 
Smting s has been seen in Montego Bay, Jamaica. This is, of 
course , a phenomenal recovery, the first long-distance recovery 
for thi s species . 

Because I have been world.ng with Mrs. Downer on this species 
for several years, I th ought I 1d write you and pose a few questi ons. 
Fi rst, you ' ll probably be interested in knowin g the details of the 
recovery. She has a feeding plat fo nn only a fe w yards f rom a 
bedro om wind ow where she ha s mounte d a 20X sp otting sc ope. On 
April 17, along 'With numero us color-banded buntings (birds she 
had been catching in a lllist net ) there appeared a female not 
color-banded. Mrs. Downer read its aluminum ban d number through 
her telescope ( 61- 68274 ) and immediately lmew this wasn ' t one of 
her band num._bers. Nor did it belong to any other bander in J arnaica 
Al though her lllist ne-ts were set up, she did not catch the bird but• 
it did remain for a few days, then suddenly disappeared along ldth 
numerous other buntings, probably in a migratory O.ight back toward 
t he u. s. 

We are wondering i f you remember anything specific about this 
bi rd that you banded on Septembe r 29, 1963. I presume i t was an 
autumnal mig rant and th at you di d not record either sex or age . 

Ir there is any regular flight between Jamaica and your area, 
t:>erhaps you and your bander-friends should be on the look-out for 
col or-banded Indigo Buntings for you ~ obtain one of the many 
birds she has color-banded. Most of her birds have color-band 
colllbinations, such as red over white on one leg and al1.Uninum band 
on the other. Thus, even if you sa-w a bunting and could not catch 




