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BUSY PHOEBE 
By George W. Collins 

The picture i s ot a Pho 
nest with five Phoebe egg8be 
two Cowbird eggs. 'lhe Pris ~ 
laid 5 eggs in this nest ~'GI 
iray and something de~~ 
them. In about 10 day 8 sh 
laid 5 more and the Co'W\)~ 
deposited 2. I took o~t the 
Cowbird eggs after I lllade 
picture and the Phoebe raj, thle 
3 young. ~ 

She lslid 4 more eggs in th. 
same nest the beginning ot 
July and hatched 3 young . l 
think that she worked this 
nest pretty hardl 

This nest was built llndel' 
the eave s of an old buUdirig 

about 3 inches from the roof . I fastened a looking glass to the undefalda 
of the roof and took this picture with a Startex camera. (It is a 
telestar picture.) 

Cresco, Pennsylvania 

COMMENTS FR.CM A BRITISH RINGER 
By Chris Mead 
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:r: have just read Robert P. Yunick I s article in the latest EBBA News 
coys, Baits and Net Sets , " Vol . 29, No. 2 , pp . 81-85 ). (Bob Spencer 

l•J)e a. copy : I opened it as be is currentJ.y ringing in Jordan ), and I 
~ ugllt you might be interested in some comments from a British ringer 
tbO t •s l4hat we call handers over here ). 
ltb9 

we find it ve1y important not to smother one I s trapPing area with 
t or traps and to always allow some spare space for the birds : at 

D11 ~ch sewage fann , where the partly treated sewage is fed into lagoons 
i s £ten have three sui tablt: for waders at one time but never try to 
ft ; a.t more than two , flushing birds from the third into the trapping !:as a.t the most opportune moment . 

.In Great Britain poles for mist-nets which are in use vary from 
er to ringer. Seth Lows famous article ( which ,;re reprinted) 

~lll!llending a quarter-ton truck and conduit tubing created tantalising 
: iQnf3 of opulent .American handers ( especially to students struggling 

pay for rings and a few nets and cycling about the countryside 11 I ) . r 5t,arted off with garden canes and aluminium ferrules : these were too 
crl.PPY and I then made ones from 4 1 broomhandles and aluminium ferrules 
;i;1.eh :r: still have. They can be erected to any height (well guyed at 
s,id Martin colonies I have had them 5 high or 20 1 up with tw 9 1 nets 
jll the one pole), they are very strong and can be concealed in a ditch 
11d quickly stuffed in the back of the car of the unsuspecting giver of 
a li ft if one has to resort to hitching about the country . 

The great majority of British ringers use 12 1 bamboos tapering from 
awut 1.2 inches at the base to 0. 8 at the tip. Sam. in half between 
tw nodes with aluminium tubing added they are easily portable , light 
an~ strong and only 61611 long. They can be erected to 18 1 or 24 1 where 
necessary with really good guying. With aluminium 24 sections cost about 
45/- (say seven dollars) +3 hours • work . 

Our nets are made in Great Britain from terylene. They cost more 
than the Jap nets you use but are far stronger and last very much longer 
bf £actor of 2 or §. ( ask Elise Dickerson I) . Whenever we net we put a 
lot of tension on the nets and guy them very tautly. 

At Chichester where we are netting roosting Bank Swallows over 
later w put four guys on the end pole of the line of nets and guy 
llltervening poles both ways. We put as much tension as we dare on the 
A'S and then walk another 2 feet: the shelf strings (trammel line s ) 
"1'1 seldom break. Set like this the best nets ( 4 shelf 91 high l¼ inch 
leeh 60 foot long) often catch 200 birds at once and sometimes more 

thout any danger of the bottom birds going into the water (bottom of 




