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A RUBBER-TOPPED GATHERING CAGE FOR EVENING
GROSBEAKS AND GENERAL-FPURPOSE USE
By Robert P. Yunick

i sous nature, evening grosbeaks frequently come in
hordelsab.r t%ﬁiz %nrjel%:?‘_ s grosbeak influx brought .storageiz‘ prob]e.zm? for na
at my feeder. A number of times I was in the mn.glst o dprrzzo rchs%nng)
(banding, welghing, sexing, measuring, fat-claSSmgtgn A si;
10-15 birds and more birds had to be gathered from the ss?.hie ; ce
the processing took time and I wanted_ as much data as tg‘:-in birdn
every bird, I had to have some provision for safely s g s up
to 30 minutes before I could get to them.

i to use the four-cell
Experience dictated that the only safe way
rubber-topped gathering cage (RTC) was tohputlgne ggﬁaﬁxgzg;en.
i lavish waste of space, for each cell mea |
TBelisd::s 2n one trip to the traps, two cases brought back only eight
birds '1 tried two grosbeaks per cell and ﬁ::imd that luxid;e; vzigi iam
i i birds per ce o
surveillance, the birds were safe._ Three i e e e
imagine vmenabanderlsb\_xsymth o i gr , a
%:.n?lgi ;:1:.2 allgzllg t':an do to keep his fmgeri from bﬁﬁebﬁf{’ let
an eye on what is coming to the traps an
iio.r:xilgizg in qur gathering cages. More cages really would not sol
the problem. A better cage was needed.
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y immediate thought was to make a gathering cage with many small

, but it bothered me to think of spending the time making a cage
would be suited for grosbeaks only. For as such, it would be used
four months of the year and only every two or three years at that.
1y it occurred to me to make an RTC with removable cell dividers,
t with the dividers the cage would have numerous small cells for
aks, and without the dividers it would have several large cells,

> that matter many combinations in between for general-purpose use.

particular cage I made measures about 6X13X35¥., It has five
ent cells, however, can be divided lengthwise with a partition to
cells and each pair of cells can be further divided to give
As such, each cell measures 6X63X3i*., In constructing a cage
.8 type, the length and depth can be varied somewhat, but the
cell width represents a minimum dimension. It is just sufficient
Brosbeak and the hand needed to remove the bird. Since the grosbeaks
much like horses in stalls, they have very little opportunity to

s,
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bite when removed from their cells. The cage works wonderfully, Th
first time I really put it to the test, I found I had 21 grosbeayy N
for each cell and one for my free hand. Who could ask for a betten O
trial run?

This particular cage is large and heavy, but I wanted it 18'1'88
for work about the feeder, I do not mind its 12.5 pounds. Some

saving measures could bring it down to about ten pounds. It is pot
sort of thing to be carried all day on the net rounds, however, T s
to make use of it for holding large quantities of bank swallows ip
spring and swmer, and then use it for storage and peak periods dymiv.
OR work in the fall. As such it will be used as a five~-cell cage,

winter, it will became a 20-cell cage once again waiting for the

Some of the construction details are given in Figure I, ang
of the partitions in Figure II, Only five-, ten- and 20-cell djivisgs .
are indicated. By manipulating the dividers, one can make five., g
seven-, eight-, nine-, two ten-, twelve-, fourteen-, sixteen-, eig
and twenty-cell structures. The four pemanent, notched partition
glued (resxcinol or epoxy glue) into place and provide considerah,
st and rigidity to the structure. One needs a top frame (no
shown), base frame (the top and base are mirror images of one ang
four support posts, four permanent, notched dividers, five removable
dividers, a center partition and a hinged floor (not shown), vinyl
sereening (not shown) on the sides and slitted rubber tubing for the
top (not shown). This tubing should be layed as flat as possitile
stretching, because if the rubber is stretched, the slits will gap
allow some of the larger, stronger species to escape. Both the +tu
and vinyl sereening are fastened with upholstry tacks. The partit
and floor are made of one-eighth-inch Masonite and everything well

vamished to make it washable and weatherproof.,
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