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A RIJBBER-TOPPED GATHERING CAGE FOR EVENING 
GROSBBAKS AND GENERAL-PURroSE USE 

By Robert P. Yunick 

eir re arious nature• evening grosbeaks frequently COille in
By �his �ter' s grosbeak influx brought storage problem� for 1118hordes. 

A number of times I was in the midst of processing 
at my_reed

:;_ hin sexi.ng measuring, fat-classing and recording)
( bandin�, 

g d m�� birds' had to be gathered from the traps. Since
10-15 butls. 

an to k tillle and I wanted as much data as possible on 

the pl"obi.c::;�ghado to have some provision for safely storing birds up
every ....... , th to :30 minutes before I could get to em. 

rience dictated that the only safe w� to use the four-cell

� d athering cage (RrC) was to put one grosbeak per cell. 
rubber-

ppl
e 

� h waste of <mace for each cell measured 7X7Xl3a • 
This was a avis · -� • t b , onl •gb.i. 

t · ..__ the traps two cases brough aCJ.<: Y ei ., 
Besides on one rip IN • t d 
bi.rd 'I tried t-wo grosbeaks per cell and found tha un er "':ery ca�tuJ.

8: 
the birds were safe. Three birds per cell inV1.ted t�u'cil.e 

surveillanc�, 
. e when a bander is busy with loads of grosbeaks, a 

As �ne
�: ��� ; an do to keep his fingers from being bitten, let 

��n:\eep an eye on what is coming to the traps and the local 

skinnishes in four gathering cages. More cages really would not solve

the problem. A better cage was needed. 

'Tut "'i�r 1-..,,., of #ii\ �•I'- fr,.i..t)

c.,,.s+iti,ttS � h, � """"- iS 1//4::;:::::;:;::��� 
s�,,urtd i,., ;c... UY�u po1ts
� i1.1v14us. 

, 

11• 

1"hi� bo1, � M.,."ts ""
k1"'4'� to .._ ft.or-.

(not+. �e.) 

FIC:,U�E I. 

YIJNICK - Rubber-topped Gathering Cage 

Fl&U�E. :n:.

My imlllediate thought was to make a gathering cage m. th many Slllail 
cells, but it bothered me to think of spending the time making a cage 
tlltt "WOuld be suited for grosbeaks only. For as such, it would be used 
lllout four months of the year and only every two or three years at that. 

it occurred to me to make an RTC with removable cell dividers, 
• that with the dividers the cage would have numerous small cells for
�beaks, and without the dividers it would have several large cells•
'1 fe>r that matter many combinations in between for general-purpose use.

The particular cage I made measures about 6Xl3X35'. It has five 
ent cells, however, can be divided lengthwise with a partition to 

'8 ten cells and each pair of cells can be further divided to give 
.I 0eUs. As such, each cell measures 6X6½XJ½" • In constructing a cage

this type, the length and depth can be varied somewhat, but the 
ch cell width represents a minimum dimension. It is just sufficient 

• grosbeak and the hand needed to remove the bird. Since the grosbeaks
up much like horses in stalls, they have very little opportunity to
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. Us The cage works wonderfully. 'l'he 
bite when removed from ~~i~ c~he test, I found I had 21 grosbeaks .. on 
first time I really put 

1 
f e hand. Who could ask for a bette:r 1 for each cell and one for my re 

trial run? 

. e and heavy, but I wanted it large lllld. 
This particular cage is la~ot mind its 12.5 pounds. Some .reight, for work about the feeder, I do 

. it down to about ten pounds. It is not the 
saving measures could b~ all d on the net rounds, however, I 1.n1iea4 
sort of thing to be carried a! uanti ties of bank swallows in 
to make use of it for holding la~t fqr storage and peak periods <hi~--

. d er and then use i o i 11 ::-"-'II 
spring an summ • h it will be used as a f ve-ce cage. CQlj 
OR work in ~e fall. As ~;c ell cage once again waiting for the groi, wintero it will become a -c 

d tail re given in Figure I, and tbe ~ Sane of the constructio~ e Onl; ~ ve-, ten- and 20-cell di Via:i.0111 
of the partitions in ~~~ the dividers, one can make five-, s1Jt,., 
are indicated. By manipul te t·-., ve- fourteen-' sixteen-• eighteen._ 

· ht- ll:llle two n-, ••a.a. ' tch d pa-'-•t· seven-, e1g • -, The four pennanent, no e . ... w. l.ons ll1'I 
and twenty-cell st:roctures. ) into place and provide considerable 
glued ( remcinol or epoxy glu\ t One needs a top frame (not 
strength and rigidity to tbe s d r:_5:r:_~ mirror images . of one another)• 
shown) o base frame (the top an t tched dividers, five removabl.e 
four support posts, fo~ ~nnan:1 a' ~ged floor (not shown), vinyl 
dividers, a center partition ~ de and slitted rubber tubing for the 
screening (not shown) on ~e s~~d be layed as nat as possible w:i.tbQltl. 
top (not shown)• ~s tllb~bber is stretched, the slits will gap and 
stretching• because if the c. es to escape. Both the tubulg 
allow sel'Oe of the larger, stentrongder_th speupiholst.ry tacks. The partitions 

• :, An~na are fas 8 Wl. .,..,..+'1-,4~ "18ll and vinyJ. sere_..,, . hth inch Masonite and eve .. ., ......... ,g 
and floor are made_ otf o:-:! and weatherproQf. 
varnished to make 1 wa a 

Schenectady, New York 12)09 1 527 Myron st• , 

FEEDING EEHA VIOR OF SCX1E MIXED SPECIF.S OF BIRDS 
By c. Brooke Worth 

On I1IY' fann in Cape May County, New Jersey, I placed wild bird seed 
fixed line between two poles where occ asionally I set up a m1st- ne t . 

on ! of the time there was no such interference, and a regular clientel e 
~o~blish ed itself. The feed-line was on the lawn, and I could, watc h 
:rougll a window without being observed. 

'l'be most abundant visitors were Brown-headed Cowbirds and Red .. \n.nge d 
ackbirds, though there were also nlllllerous Collllllon Grackles, Sl ate ­

~or.ed Juncos, White-throated Sparrows, Fox Sparrows, Cardin als, Eve · g 
:iosbeaks, filue Jay s and Carolina Chickadees. Occasionally a i'ew 
)lourrrlng Doves appeared, and a pair of Red-bellied Woodpeckers became 
d,ilY attendantso All told, there were often at least two hundred bird s 
teed.Ulg along the net lane, some forty feet in length, so that one woul.d 
]iaV8 to regard conditions as definitely over-crowded . 

In these Circumstances one could readily see which bird species 
dlXWlated other species. It would be natural to imagine that Grackles 
,nd mue Jays would take precedence over the others, but that was not the 
oase. To my astonishment I observed that other speci es invariably gav e 
-, before Red-bellie d Woodpeckers and Mou.ming Doves. Perhaps woodpecker 
(bRinance is really not so hard to accept when one remembers what they 
oall &, with their bills. These two birds--a male and a female--simply 
aoved about on the ground as if they were the only feasters there. If 
1 Grackle had not stepped out of the way, I think they would have bumped right into it. 

Mourning Doves, on the othe r hand, would seem to have little means 
for sel f-protection. They took th eir high place in the mixed heirarch y 
~ aggression. Each one insisted on a clear arena about it, and -whenever 
a bl.rd of same other species encroached, the dove would rush at it with 
lowered head and partly-spread wings. Why the othe rs tolerated this, 
rather than deflecting the threat, is a debatable question. . It 1night 
lave been because there was actually plenty of food for all, though I 
doubt they could have reasoned that out. Perhaps Mourning Doves ~ 
fiougher th .an they look. Possibly a 11surprise element" was involved, the 
'8ctaole of a challenging dove being so ludicrous that stronger birds 

thro.m of.f their nonnaJ. patterns of response. 

Unfortunately, I did not see an encounter between a dove and a llodpecker. 

"HLackbirds • mixed together indiscriminately, while sparrows and 
.~als seemed only little involved in the competition ow.i.ng to their 
~eened activity during the brightest hours of day. The nine Evening 

BbeaJcs that stayed here for about three months always came in 




