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It is interesting to speculate on th~ loc?1-e where the birds at 
Island Beach State Para became infested WJ.th ticks. Greg~on (1956) Ji._ 

rted H leporispaJ.us t,ris from Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Ontal'io :r New ~sw.i..c k . Thi s indi cates that the bi1:3-s may have carried tbt 
t· cks southward while migrating; however, the high pe rcent age of \Ult1111, t eks may indicate a local source of infestation. I t is apparent, Oil 
~e other hand, that the habitat of the ~ird sp~cies overlaps that ot 
rabbi ts, which are the no:rmaJ. host associated w.i. th adults of !h. 
leporispalustris and 1• dentatus. 
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-"-•~r r-r 
EBBA ANNUAL MEETINGS, NUMBER OF MEMBERS, etc. 

rates Where Held Paid Year 
Members 

Philadelphia, Pa. 4-0 1949 April 23 
253 96 1950 " 1 & 2 New York, N.Y. 
229 88 Baltimore, Hd. 1951 March 31 

New Yo:ra, N.Y. 219 92 1952 II 29 & 30 
239 88 1953 II 21 Philadelphia, Pa. 
255 72 1954 April 3 Baltimore, Md. 
262 86 1955 II 16 & 17 Hawk Mountain, Pa. 
276 86 1956 II 21 & 22 Washington Crossing, Pa. 

102 Philadelphia, Pa. 302 1957 II 6 & 7 
329 110 1958 II 12 & 13 Ramsey, N.J. 
402 128 1959 II 11 & 12 State Cbllege, Pa. 
437 14-0 1960 II 22-24 Anna polis, Md. 
453 180 

1961 II 21-23 East Stroudsburg, Pa. 2J6 Cape May, N.J • 542 1962 II 27-29 
616 2611-

1963 II 19-21 ~ast Stroudsburg, Pa. 
683 288 

1964 June 5-7 New Brunswick, N.J. 
669 J08 

1965 April 23-25 Ocean City, ild. 
1966 " 15-17 Schwenksville, Pa. 

DRY TORTUGAS BANDING 
A Photographic Report 
By Anderson J. Martin 

m the best estimates the Ih'-y' Tortugas tern colony now nUI11bers in 
Fl"Odreds of thousands of birds. In the mid 19JO's the Florida Audubon 

tb' 
11
: first investigated this colony and reported a total of 30,000 

~e and 2,000 Brown Noddy Terns. Since 1959, when the banding project 
,tJtf. smned by c. Russell Mason, o:r the florid.a Audubon Society, nr,. 
!?,~ B. Robertson, Jr., biologist of the National Park Service, stationed 
'°the Everglades National Park, and assisted by Dr. Oliver L. Austin, 
at senting the F1orida State Museum, the total number of birds banded 
~ncreased from (5,500 Sooty Tern "chicks" and 1,95'.3 Adult Sooty Tem~ 1) 
~ed to 2J,JOO Sooty Tern "chicks" and 7,000 Adult Sooty Tams in 1965 • 

or the 12,000 terns banded from 19'.37 to 1940 more than a hundred 
fl t,een recaptured at the Dey Tortugas, indicating that the maximum 

f:apv.1ity may be from 18 to 29 years. It was originally thought that 
10 to 15 yaars was the maxinn.un age. 

Besides the banding• other studies connected with this project have 
to dO with population, predation, food, plumages and the variation in the 
• of nesting• 

The travels of the Sooty Tams after the nesting season is still a 
1f1kl'1, as it is for this species throughout the world. There are 
liOl,onies of Sooty Terns in many tropical isles in the Atlantic including 
-,.ca, Trinidad, and Ascension, and similar colonies in the Pacific. 
st is hoped that through recovered banded birds this puzzle to their 
lavels may be solved. 

(Photographs by the author appear on the succeeding pages.) 
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Bottom Right -
An innnature Blue-faced 
Booby spent several 
days on Bush Key. 

Top Left - Sooty Tel'n 
11chicks" are fiightl ess at this age but are 
fast runners. 

Center Left - Noddy Te 
nesting on Bush Key. 

Center Right 
Tern "chick" 

MARTIN - Dry Tortugas Banding 

Top Right -
Dr• William B. Robertson, Jr. 
1,and,ing one of the 23,000 
sooty Tern 11chicks". 

center Left - Clark Olson checks 
temperatures of Sooty 11chicks" 
assisted by his wife Barbara. 

Cumberland, Hd. 21502 

Center Right -
Dr. Oliver L. Austin 
approaches one of the 
banding corrals. 

Bottom Left - Cooperative 
11chick" banding by (L- it) 
Mrs. Ted Below, R. Connor 
Tedards, Clark Olson and 
~·!rs. Tedards. 

-- Photos by the author. 
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