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pi.ekin g at the grass (or ground) as if to try and get 
The next snow squaJ.l caused them to .Leave the ground, 
th ei :r weakened condition could hard l y get back to the box. 

Apri l 10 • ••• 32 degrees a.m. The firs t Martin did not COille out 
th e box unt i l 10:JO a.m. In gener al, th e 1-reath er seems to be_tnodera 
but many of tho se early arriving Martins in th e area have pen.she d. 
,nan foimd. 5 dead in his box. Two oth ers reported 2 dead , etc. , etc, 
cou r se most dead were never seen as they were too weak to get back to 
th ei r boxe s . While Screech Owls, mites, and sc re w fly la~ ae t ake 
toll of young Martins, I am convinc ed th at Martin popul at i ons are 
la rgely gove rn e d by th e length and timing of th~ co~d spells each sp ., 
om, factor that gre a tly helps preserve the species is the fact that 1\fle' 
sub- adult s start to arrive about a month l ater than the adults. The 
n r st young ma.le this ye ar was captured and banded on 29 April• The 
earliest any sub-adult was ever known to arrive at our boxes 
J\pril, 19L~9 . 

pj_ctur e No. ]. shows how our J O-room Purple Martin box looks when 
propped open for banding the young ( around 25 June in thi s area). Pie 
No . 2 shows th e same Mart:in box with a Starl:ing box tr ap underneath, 
is very effective in controlling Starl:ings and English Sparrows. These 
pes t s muc:h prefer the deep trap for nest inspection (for future use) 
th G .fl at ne st comparbn ents the Martins use . Flickers and Sparrow Hawks 
ar e oc e;asionally c aught in this box also. Since it does disturb the 
Mar t::rns somewhat when a laddar is put up to remove the Starlings and 
Spatzi. e s, I now have 3 box traps on th~ near?y barn, and_ the pests 
controUed just as well ( and without disturbing th e Martins). 
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A BIRD BAi·!DSH I S W2EI{ ( HT SP RI NG) 
(with apologies to Ralph Bell) 

By Constance Katholi 

A gray squirrel arrives at the feeding station in mi d-mo, . · n,; 
and inactivates all the traps. 

In the afternoon a migrating male Sparrow Hawk strike s tw .i.ce 
at a 4-cell Potter trap containin g several panic-stricken 
Purple Finches. 

At daybreak a captive flying squirrel is sittin.~ forlornJ.y 
in the corner o.f a trap. Later in the day th e 1naJ.e . 
Pil eat ed, a station regular, zooms through the middle of 
an ancient net. 

At noon a large black-and-white feline crouches in hypnotic 
trance before a trap which contains a safe, but t errified 
Goldfinch. 

A Chipnrunk who comes out of hibernation greecly for sun­
flower seeds falls victim to a trap. 

Two Beagles, frollicking merrily beneath a net containinr; 
a Junco, tear away the entire bottom shelf. 

lliwn reveals a large (angry) cottontail rabbit hunched in 
a 9 x 9" trap compartment, and evening falls upon a stray 
dog dragging away to the woods a trap containing suet.. 
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