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PESOLA FIELD BALANCES 

t that anyone interested in obtaining the Pesola 
Phil rhi1urhownesareyes :xhibited at the EBBA meeting on April 1 6 may t-lli.te 

Balances w c 
him for details on prices etc. 

t f these Pesola Balance s and heartily endo 
We, alrfieadyt haved aPhil~e J:.~rton ' s set when visiting Elise and Sta nley, 

them. ,-Je rs use • . 
Dickerson on Block Island in late April. 

t d write Flight Lt. P, G, Murton 
So if you are interes e' 885 Easton Road, Apt. 3A4 

Glenside, Pa. 19038 

MIST NETS 

El Dat r writes "after 9 years of duty, I'm taking a vacat1 
ealli:ior te no o~ers will be filled from June 1 to July 1 o, 1 

from se ing ne s --

So if you haven't been getting your net orders 

ERROR OJRRECTED 

wri t "I ot nruced i n a mudhol e in my own f or e st ot 
fuil Berger e s, g I V< 1 29 No '.3) 

in th la t EBBA News (Work sh op Manua l s sue , 0 • , • • 
figures e 5 

- --afdn ' t uare the la st f our i t ems in col~ 
Specifically , I goofe d ~nd !q58 Becau se of th is the las t four 
for t he Car olina Chi( c)ka ee s on ~~ th; t otal fo r col umn (7) should bt 
ent ries in col umn 7 are wrong / 4 1 Read r s 
277 The sta ndard deviat io n th en becomes 0 3 or ~- t~ •t xt 8 

s · 
sub;titu t e this f or t he erro neous S ,D. of 1.7 mm. i n e e • 

ha making it will help poirlt 
"My apologies fol" the error; per ps my i lved The 

out that you can't be too caref~l where numbers are nvo • 
principles applied are correct. 

Al+._;,. 
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March-{\pnl 

ll Bird Bander5 Dmr~ 
b~ 

Ralph K Bell 
garch 18 • • •. A beautiful smmy wann day and the first two Purple 

s arrived at a box in the nearby to.in of Jefferson. The first 
~als always create some excitement to the local Martin enthusiasts 

ur area. Each box ololner hopes to be the first to have his Martins 
~ back. As a result there is often much phone ringing to relay the 

( and perhaps a little bragging too). This 18 March date is about 
"':ak earlier than usual but not as early as the extra early date of 
'ur first arrival on 7 March, 1956, at 4 p.m. Two others arrived that ;ar on 17 March, but they all died later during a cold spell. 

March 22 •••• Five Purple Martins (3 males, 2 female s ) arrived 
)ltl'8 looking for our JO-room box. The box was not up yet as I like to 
lllit until they arrive • • • less trouble - later from Starlings and English 
Sparl'QWS• These first Martins went through the usual ritual of walking 
around on the iron plate on top of the pole ( that supports the box) and 
ol'9Jl& their necks do"Wn over the edge looking for their home. 

March 27 •••• 22 degrees at 7 a.m., but wanned up to 34 degrees p.m. 
'1!118 is the fourth day in a row for snow flurries, and our Martins seem 
cold and dejected - just staying on the perches with feathers ruffled, 
There is no argtm1ent now over which compartment belongs to whom. 
SUrvival is the important thing. At night most of them pile into two 
compartments for wannth and tails (or wings) can still be seen sticking 
out long after daylight each morning. 

March 29 •••• 17 degrees e arly, but sunny and temp. up to 41 degrees 
"11 a.in. when I noticed 6 Martins trying to get a few insects in a 
abeltered spot near my Mother• s mailbox. They were resting on a rail 
fcce and would fly out for an occasional insect and then come back. 
~ were so weak they could hardly balance themselves on a flat rail 
(llbi.ch they preferred to a nearby wire fence). It looked ( to me) like 
I losing cause as the energy gained from catching fonner insects was 
~ba.bly lost by the time they struggled back to the rails for another 
lllt , It was a sad sight indeed. 

April 6 • • •• 31 degrees a.m. Snow squalls all day . During a sunny 
~ od between snow squalls, I saw 5 of our Martins doing something I 

never observed before. They were on the ground near their box 




