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THE NOR'nl .AMEHICAN NEST-RECORD CARD PROOBAM FOR 1966 

The first year of the North American Nest-record Card Program ,_ 
very wello The Laboratory- of Orttl.thology mailed out over 45,000 cB.l'Q!t 
to indi v.i.duals and regional centers from Florida to Alaska. We were 
encourag ed at the re sponse; over 23 0 000 completed ca?d.s were recei-ved 
fran 700 individuals . We have accumulated over 500 cards each for 
several species; amo11g these are East.em Phoebe, Tree Swallow, Barn 
Swall0w, House Wren, Catbird, Eas tern ID.uebird, Red-wing ed ID.a.ckb:i.:rd 
and Common Grackle. The Red-wing ed fil a.ckbird has been s elected for ; 
trial run on the computer, _ and the data from our 2,300 cards on that 
species are now being punched onto I.B-1 cards. 

The principal aim of the program. is to acc'l1Jllulate a large amount 
0 

data on the breeding biology of birds of the entire North American 
continent. This data will be stored on rm cards in a form ready for 
analysis. This data, once processed, will be available to research e:t's 
interested in many areas of avian biology, such as annual and ge ograp 
variations in breeding seasons, clutch size, fiedging periods, and 
nesting success. We hope that the program will also play a key role ill 
the study of m.an1s modification of his environment t.hro"Dgh marsh dr 
urbani.zati.on, and the use of pesticideso 

We need data from all parts of the country. Observations from citJ: 
partcs and back yards O of the collDll.onest species, are as important as tho 
fl'Olll remote parts of the continent. We need the co-aperation of all 
competent field observers; please get in touah with your local org ani~a 
and find out if it is cooperating as a regional center for the dis tr.t 
of cards. If they are not, you may want to help organize a club eff or,t. 
Individuals may also obtain cards directly from us. In any case, write 
for infonn.ation and cards to North American Nest Record Card Program.0 

Laboratory of Ornithology, 33 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, New Ye>l'k 
148.50. Be sure to include your zip code with your retum address. 

LONG POINT filRD OBSERVA 'IDRY 
87 

j'he Long_ Po~t Bl.rd Observatory ( operated by the Ontario Bi.rd 
d:iJ)g Associati on) will be conducting a contd.nuous program of 

S: erva:t.i.ons and bandi.Dg of migrant and resident birds from Apri l l to 
o ,tobet '..no 1966! at Long Point on the Ontario shore of Lalce Erie. The 
OCblerva:tor.1 is s:i.tuated at the eastern. end of the Point, a.bout 18 miles 
~ tn e nearest road. Aecommodati.on 1s available at the Observatory 
tor 8 ].i11rl:ted nUID.ber of e,cperienced observers or handers who are wil.ling 
to assi st in the wo~ of the Observatory for periods of ~ ~ or 
~• AccOllllllodati.on includes bunks and cooldng facilities bn.t­
;r~tors m:ost bring their o;m s~eeping bags, air mattresses ~d food. 
,. tee is charged f or a.ccomm.odati.on and transportation on Long Point. 
pot.bet details may be obtained !rom Mrs. P. s. Woodford, 76 Glentworth 
aoad, WU].owdale, Ontari o , Canada. 

IBOR WORK PROJECT - POX 
8y Nabel Warburton 

One of the Work Projects undertaken by the Island Beach Operation 
Beoovery Bird Banding ~tation this past season ( 1965) was the collection 
ot s~ l es of pox or mite-lesion tissue and ectoparasites found on any 
birds handl ed. The specimens were sent to Dr. Lars Karstad Department 
ot Avian Pathology, Contario Veterinary College, Guelph, ca:iada.. 

Dr. Karstad's assistant, Peter Kirmse, has written me regarding the 
results of thi s study, and has told me that of the 14 sample s sent in 
7 have proved to be pox. The ~ecies havine the pox infection were. ' 
Citbird (Ilunetella carolinensis) • Mockingbird (Himus polyglottos), · 
Allerican Robin (Turdus migratorius ), Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) 
:Cello w-br ea sted Chat (Icteria virens) • and Cape May Warbler (Dendroica' :!fina). Of these six, two (the American Robin and the Mockingbird) 

been reported earlier with pox virus infection, but the other four 
ll'II new hosts for the virus. 

tudy"Mr. Kirmse closed his letter by inviting us to take part in this htl again next year, and I have assured him that we will be glad to 
,._Phtin the hope that we can contribute something which will help shed 
~ on thi s infection. 




