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DECOYS, NET SETS AND BAITS
By Robert P, Yunick

W attracting and capturing of birds for banding purposes, like so
‘omr aspects of banding, involve such diverse and varied situations
we bander's specific technique is likely to fail in the hands of
pander. Each bander has to modify techniques to specifically

v his own circumstances., Therefeore, the following comments are

o suggest possibilities and not represent hard and fast rules for

s birds, It can be said, however, that common sense and a little
know=how are always in order. Hopefully, in the Workshop Session
puild from these experiences with other people's experiemces and
forth a number of useful ideas,

For purposes of simplicity let us limit the topic of attraction to
oys, 2) met sets and 3) baits. There are other interesting methods
neg sound recordings, calls and the like, but these are out of
“ah of many banders.

Decoys (Live)

‘Birds attract birds. Therefore, decoys, live or artificial, are of

en properly used to bring birds to trap or net. Many people are

ve decoys, sometimes unknowingly or indirectly, so let us consider

rste An experience in my own yard with evening grosbeaks has

e value of live decoys, My banding set up like most peoplels

g certain difficulties--one of mine is the grey squirrel., The

d is small (60 X 75') and in close proximity to other people's

ds and houses, thereby not allowing control measures to deal with
rrels, 1 am forced to feed and trap atop elevated platfomms

ted on pipes. After years of trial and error I have found that

num flashing tacked to the sides of these platforms makes them 100

it free of squirrels and the birds can find food undisturbed, These

ms vary in size from 20 X 30 inches to 30 X 40 inches, Since the

per of platforms is limited, the amount of trapping area is limjted.

t and natural tendency was to cover all the available platfomm

166 with traps, During the winter of 1963-1964, I sat and watched
grosbeak on many a weekend sit in the trees in the yard and

8 to sit and later fly off rather than come to the traps.

Finally, during the winter of 1964-1965 when purple finches came in
i nmber, it became apparent that having some small amount of food
e somewhere in the yard other than at the traps worked wonders,
48 year this technique has worked admirably on grosbeaks. Typically,

8 1S how it works, The first birds to arrive will survey the scene,
secme trap shyness. The seed at a feeder bearing no trap offers
Path of least resistance, and the birds readily come to it. However,
8 ieeder has only a limited food supply, At this feeder, the birds®
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EQI Construction

The materials f:u}a:’uhj.ch deco

 balsa, paper mache, plaster, wax, st ‘thane

. yrefoam Lyure

clay, cork and you mame it, Tt all R Zomm

p it costs and how much work t depends on what is availe’zble,

ttes for shorebirds, because the asil ade and

decoys can be carried easily in gnearga:d. gh: more I :::mp:;'b.
e them

e the more
soy to crude imitations, and the:efolc-:?mced I am that shorebids

ainting authentic plumages, one need not take great

N
feeding calls and occasional vocal skimmishes atiract other birds, g, Vet Sets and Baits

the feeder is crowded with 12-14 birds, A reshuffling begins and the
birds that get crowded out at the feeder show very little irap shynegy
and readily leave the feeder to go to the platforms with traps. It g,.
that leaving the other birds in the area makes many birds relax thejp
guard, Since these platforms are more spacious, the platforms scon }.
many birds and the traps take their share-=all because a few birds “
allowed to feed, and these birds in turn decoyed other birds, One ge,,
the same principle at work when new birds arrivew-~the traps with bimy
attract more birds than those with no captives. This technique workg
well on winter finches, icterids and to some extent on some of the
sparrowse=generally best on those species which are gregarrious, It
works equally well on the ground as on these platforms. Therefore, g
effort one can make to get some birds in a trapping or netiing area iy
help to bring other birds to the area and improve the take, There am [
same exceptions, Elue Jays and Grackles frighten a number of other i, ‘Much importance hinges on how nets are set and the relati

5 ation of

2 2 s . vs to nets, The ¥ "
simply by appearing on the scene ] v to cup-=shaped® or "J¥ pet set; described a your -

De

the bend of the *U¥ in order to bring mm?ﬁosﬁé‘l iy s0

Artificial decoys can be madz)a to wo;'k well to 1) bring Eirds to o i to it, In this same
artificial feeding areas (feeders) and 2) congregate birds at netting near the nets on the insige o
areas where one has no control over the food supply (mud-flats), g into the area may be nette d.°f the "y
and redwings come very readily to decoys set in areas strewn with g ‘ad) ] the opening of the #yw can flush those
such as one®s yard, A&s such, the decoys are effective in bringing biy Ll net sets have been deseribed by Beckett
into netting range, h;.el:srfm g;stedhing p el to the net;,

L iy areas For

Some limited experience with silhouette decoys set on or in t Apg one is referred to a paper W&Lgsngm%ttmatnent on the set
for evening grosbeaks has shown what I believe can be accepted as two i wusly placed nets will gene y.take mosmdm t: to reason that
general rules for most species, Onme, in close places, the presence o fily some people may choose to use nets colored oth, rds, For this
decoy in or on a trap mekes birds uneasy and wary%l Siﬁong. the clz @ . other than black,
decoy is to the capturing device, the more authentic the decoy must & Wafortuately, weather conditions —
It seems that silhouetites are inadequate for grosbeaks, however, si ‘ to compensate acco not &1;838 oppzrhm for good
the live~decoy technique brought results, little has been done since cause nets to rdingly, Fog, high hunidity and

ways too numerous
gmsbeak silhouettes, : 1n
ror Sag and subsequent tamtness or drying, 1In :?B o:;sg::: "

[
I band to the pole, It is free to slig:d :.’;t;n:hgo:;tti: 32%2
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Decoys ficl

Often the most effective way to use an artificial decoy, regardl
of style or type, is to place it in the general area, but not right &
the trap, to simply bring birds into the area and let the lure of fog

smal - 3 However by +
take over from there, If one insists on using decoys in or near sma Zlgezag pattern vs, straight line ’ setting
traps (any trap that can be easily carried by one person), one will k u;bz MOVing a pole a few inches one ::; giaiﬁec:glbe taken up
to exercise great care in carving and painting authentic looking zigwzag, er to accentuate

The ultimate is a stuffed or preserved bird, Fomaldehyde injec
a freshly dead bird does an excellent job of preserving provided ¥
specimen is kept dry and handled with care, Unfortunately, the poss
and/or use of stuffed or preserved specimens can be complicated by &
and federal laws and therefore difficult,

* Weans people should take advantage of elevated nets,

ots ; asmdl;'i:hi:s fi-vzii-;O:: %engths connected by dowels allows one
4 eTe i
t0 the sl tantion, It is a question of adopting the

*8Ck cover where one dees not have 1,

€ Wants to pet around an obstacle wi ik o e Janng o

thout ha.Ving to resort to
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several short nets, one can use any smooth pole and angle a net rowpg 85

such a pole to by-pass obstacles,

Lastly, if nets are inadequate in satisfying some specific neeq bild ani.
not be afraid to take a pair of scissors to a net and tailor it to X u:ya subgl?::'t ﬁo}q’ﬁg:?’? al('llong other things, pﬁf:?:e :coz !
- - whple in 3 -
situation, Trammel lines can be shortened, shelves removed, ete, available which desersbe whaghmto Eeegesa.de}sl. there are n
. act Wirds, One can refer to a 1ibmay 0" 3 What to plant
Iethering on Society for texts of this & a :.lerary, book dealer op National

Frequently wind is a problem, Some areas of the country have g,
perpetual wind and at such places untethered nets can be worthless, po
taking advantage of available cover is not emough to counter a stife .
Tethering involves securing the slack netting on the trammel lines ¢,
prevent the wind from gathering the netting at one end thereby making s
bulk of the net tight and ineffective, Tethering is accomplished in
several ways, and two are worth mentioning, They are glueing with Dus
cement and tying with nylon fishing line, Both are best done on gz aud
day when one can set a net, adjust the slack and then work on the pet.
If a quiet day is not available and one must work in the wind, the g,
should be adjusted and held in place by pinch clothespins and then thah
can be tethered, Tethering with Duco cement involves glueing a mesh g
netting to a tramel line at various points, My own 1l2-m, nets are
fastened at 10, 20 and 30 feet on the top, middle and bottom tramelg
15 and 25 feet on the remaining two tramels, After a year of hard ug
or two years of moderate use, reglueing is necessary, The fisheline
technique involves fastening a line at one end of the trammel and tyij
knots at regular intervals along the tramel, so that the fish line
secures a mesh to the trammel at the point of the knot. A variatio
this is to tie the first knot at the middle of the net and work
both ends with the resulting shorter pieces of line, Some people tj
one trammel, some tie two or more, Some tie every six inches, one
three feet or whatever strikes their fancy. Tethering has the slig
disadvantage of taking some of the slack out of a net, but this
disadvantage is far outweighed by the effectiveness of a tethered net
in the wind, If net makers would put more vertical and horizental
in mist nets, a tethered net could be as effective as an untethered ¥
a quiet day, One other improvement would be to supply the nets of &
mesh size with more supple netting, Some of these nets leave net
feels hard and springy, and this does not work as well on light-weigh
birds. A soft, supple netting engulfs warblers and creepers very
effectively, Sometimes this stiffness in nets appears due to a §izld
on the nylon and can be partly removed by soaking and washing in ¥
water with a mild detergent like Ivory. Do not use a general purpes
detergent containing alkaline agents, Alkali, like acid, attack nyd
I find it a good practice to give nets a wam-water wash in the lai@
to remove bird dreppingse.

In ny own case, I use medium grey sunflo
1 . Wer seeds
racked cqltsl. lrl?epend:l.ng on where one goes, "fine:crs'augltegfdc
any thjnrig .t O some dealers it ig practically dust, T e
ess variety with corn bits about one-sixteenth ine g

; : ; wheat, Occasionall I
;ﬂg go for it, Bread, table scraps, egg she ul-f anzilse millet, and
ective attractors also, 1¢ onets fe peanut butter

the birds will eat most i of;g:dis ;;h e only one for miles
popped up in this area lately, the business of g::v?r, the way feeders

a competitive sport, The birds skip about from i‘e"::debinis has

there are
o Net sets along
eteey are useful, One
rights of way in areas

across shallow ponds across st
re
ber that stream openi;gs are natur:lms.

Ver, and birds use these o Tin
pénings, The effectivene i
'iel'!. known, One can get results with nets near dﬂpsssrogigdnp

ag
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