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SPRING EMPIOONAX FLYCATCHER PROJECT 
By Ralph K. Bell 

Here is a tip that some handers might like to try this spring with 
empidonax flycatchers (where identity is uncertain). If the day is 
bright and sunny and birds are singing everywhere -- try putting single 
flycatchers in a cage for perhaps an hour or two (outdoors) to see if 
they will sing. If they do sing, there will be no question of identity, 

I have had both the Traill's and the Acadian flycatcher give their 
call notes fro m cages. I much prefer to put them in the Seth I.ow All­
purpose Trap where they can fly from perch to perch, drink water, or 
even catch flies. 

Ho\•1ever, I once had a Traill' s give hi s ''whi t-chu" call many• many 
times from a single cell cage in our car with the radio going full blast 
(perhaps some musical notes gave him the idea to sing.) 

After putting the flycatcher into the all-purpose trap, leave for 
a time, and then sli p back quietly and listen from a distance. Take 
measurements and keep a file on all birds heard sin ging for future 
reference. 

In the sprin g, in this area, most Traill's seem to have a darker 
head than the back, but I cannot always depend on this. The Yellow­
bellied is not such a problem. Neither is the Least, as it has a look 
all of its own (to me) and of course is smaller. 

An excellent reference to help identify eastern empidonax fiycatche~a 
in the fall was published in August 1959 by Chan Robbins. 

FINDING A FOOTPA'ffi IN A FOREST OF FIGURES 
A Beginner• s Guide to Interpreting NU111erical Data 

By Emil J • Berger, Jr. 

Wbeil conf ronted id th a mass of data from a publishe d article, or 
ir olm reco rds, many banders ut ter sighs of desperati on and wonder: ::t do all th ese numbers tell me? 

The object of this discussion is to shed some light on the basics 
o! data interpretation. 
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Let•s assume that over a period of ti.roe you have banded 64 Carolina 
b:ickadees 1 and have care full y measured and rec orded the length of the 
~ on each hi.rd. You have al.so banded and measured the tails of 39 
blacl c..capped cbickadeeso ( The data I sh all be using is taken f rom EBBA. 
Wortcshop Manualo Vol. II. ) 

About now you be gin to suspe ct that the tail leng th~ be a means 
of diffe~nti.atin g between these species when the deci s'~on is di£ ficult, 
so 1nterp~tation is called for. 

The first step is organizing the data for examination. A tally 
sheet is convenient for this. Arrange the tail lengths in a vertical 
column and tally the number of times each particular length WdS recorded 
to the right of the length value. Round off the lengths to the neare st 
whole mill.illleter. 

Now, it appears that you MAY be on the track of something significant. 
The clusters of measurements for the two species are in different 
locations on the length scale. 

The next thing you want to know is the average value for each group 
of measurements. Average is synonymous with mean in this case. Let 1s 
do the black-caps first. 

Refer to the computation sheeto 

Column 1 repeats a tabulation of the rounded-off tail length values. 

Column 2 is labeled "N". This is an abbreviation for the number of 
individuals with each part.d.cular rounded-off tail length, obtained from 
the tally sheet. 

Column 3 is headed 11Coded Length L". It is possible to make these 
calcul ati on;3 using the true length (for ,exampl es-59 nnn.), but far easier 
to convert the true l ength to a coded le ngth . All this requires is 
Cal.ling the lo .rest measurement 1 , the ne xt. hig her 2, the next higher 3, 
and so forth, so long as the intervals are equal. 




