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The procedure during some eight years of observations was to spend 

.... 
---------------------------------llong hours and days in the area t•ihich she named Interpont. By usin g 

colored bands as well as Fish and "\-.til dlife bands, Mrs. Nice was able to 

B ,~,. r,, BlJnde,, recognize aey song sparrot ·) at sight. l}hen boys with firearms threatened 
00~~ ri q -- ~ to in t erfere ,~1th t he song sparrow population, she procured a commission 

"SOMETHING OLD AND soM.ETHl~G NEW" ~ as Special Game Prote ctor of the Sta te of Ohio, and used her badge along 
- Edited By Mabel Gillespie _ _ _ __ ri,nth pep talks and pe r suasi on to such effect that she was no lonr;er ~~~===:_ ___________________________ 

7 
ot hered. As much as possib l e she le t nature take its course, neither 

L removing cowbird eggs nor killing natural enemies. 

She to ok weights and measurements throughout the day and year. 
She f ound there wer e tran sients, summer residents, 1•iinter residents, 
and plain res i den t s among this one species, and that the different 
categ or ies had vari ous beha vior patterns. A number of chapters deal 
~·ri.th her survey and s tu dy of territorial procedure. 

9 

Fbr many years I have be ·en devoted to the theory that ~ird banding 
· "' a scientific pursuit admirably suited for the Noman 1-1ho is keeping 
~"' u e and raising a farn:i.J.y. The only proviso is that su ch a woman be 
~vt,g in a location where birds are found. This ,-iorked out most 
satisfacto~y for me. I_have wondered if I hold the record for 
bandin g a bird while nursin~ a new-born babe. 

Ix> you handers know t hat she claims sex can usually be distinguished 
Alt ,hough m,v life has been greatly enri?hed throu gh banding, 1'.1Y by •ing measurement ? or tha t ,·rhether males are adult or young can be told 

results fade into insi gnif:i,o::mce compared ,,iith those of 11\V lon g -t:une in the fall f ro m, the shape of the tail feathers? "l1;easurement of the 
friend, Margaret V.orse Nice. To be sure, I have probabl~ ~ao ded wing has been used as an a id in detennining sex, the great majority of 
thousands more birds than she, but I'm sure she ~s the h':-1-ng example . ~es having wings 65 to 69 mm. in length, the majority of females 59 
of 1-1hat Earl Baysing er wishes i-1e all might be •. .>he went in for intensi ~·t o 63 mm." 
not quantity, ac})ieved an internat~onal reputation, and wrote the clnssi 
example of the li£e history of u bil"Cl. 

1•ihen r first entered into correspondence 1-Jit h Hrs . Nice, she Has 
living in Oklahoma, l-Jhere she managed to raise f our daughter~ and . 
publish "The J irds of Oklahoma,,, not to mention numero us a:ti cle s rn 
~rious periodicals. Then her husband's work took the famly to . 
C.Olurnbus, Ohio. Undoubtedly there are females ,. ho would have cla:uned 
all was lost, but not -~rg aret l.fice. She surve~~ the area and found 
close to her home an uncultivated area of some ri~ ty.acres along the 
Olentan"'Y River The cormnon species there, as one nu.ght guess, 11as 
the song sparro,: 1• ohe pr obably said to herself, "All right, let's see 
what I can do with this species. " 

"The mieratory impulse is believed to be latent in all the song 
sparrm-is, functionine nonnally in the majority of the birds, lying 
dormant in most of the others, but perhaps capable of stimulation or 
inhibition in a fe w by weather conditions in October." 

"The sprine migration nonnally shows two main fli ghts : an e;irly 
nigration of bree di ng mal es in l ate Februa ry or early Maroh, and t he 
nain flig ht of br eeding mal es a nd feniales , and als o transients the 
niddle of Harch. The early migra t i on is absolut ely dependent on a wann 
-1ave the last of February or t he firs t of March, bu t t he main migrati on 
ls only relatively dependent on a rise in temperature. Severe cold 
,iaves stop migration short." 

J./ba.t she did wa.s to produce a definitive life his tory of Helospiza These quotes interested me because we used to see exactly these 
melodia an d to establish a sto..ndard of life history _proce dure. ~he 3ituations near our home, but never Here able to gather enough data to 
results' were first published by the Linnaean Society of_ New York in >roclaim it. 
1937 and 194,J. The tno volumes have recently been rep rint ed by Do:7er 
PubliC.ltions (1'1219 and '1'1220), each costing $1. 75. 

11
The overall. title Chapte r IX is called "The Relations Between the Sexes." The author 

is "Studies in the Lif e History of the Song Spa i~row. Volume I. is Jlaims these fac t s as list ed in the sunnnary. The role of the male is 
called "A Population study of the Song Sparro, -1, 11 and Volume Il is calle ,pa t of guardian of his t, erritory, mate, nest, and young, and he dominates 
"The J ehavior of the Sont: Sparrow and Othe r Pas :~erlnes. " _The "0t h6r :he female by a species of attack herein called 'pouncine.' Hates are 
passerines" ar e ment ioned by way of com~ari~on •. In 1939 ~.iacmill.'.ln 1orm..1.lly faithful t o each other t~rough one nesting season, but there 
publi shed a popul::trl zation of the material JJ1 t his s tu dy in ha rd covers 1ere less than 4 per cent of possible matings in which they rernated a 
entitled "The ':!atche r at the Nest. 11 1econd year. "Females do not appear to prefer the lar ger, handsomer, 

:tronger males, nor do they choose the best equipped territories. 11 
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PURPLE FINCHES BANDED AT WESTPORT POINT, MASSACIIDSETTS IN 1965 The S'U.llll!Ul"Y at the end of Volum~ I s~ates tJ:1at the. stu~y "~ias 
undertaken on a common bird, by one ind.iv:i.dual m.th no 111st1tutio~ By Malcolm Oakes support (save for libr ,~ry fa?ilitie s ! and no apparatus except that in . 

u se at a.ey well-equipeddbandine stat:J.on: The present_ volume is a Purple_ Fmches continued to return to Westport Point in increasing 
reuort of a portion of the scient:l.fic findings from eigh,t years of study nUJ11bers during ~965, a total of 319 returns against 201 in 1

9
61,1,. The 

on· this part;i.cular species. The st,udy could well have been pursued for number of new 1!':i.nches banded, as well as the number of repeats (less 
many more years, since experimental techniques had ha~ b~en started than 90 days ) , ~so re':,ched new highs. The largest number of returns 
upon. Other col11!llon species sho1:11,d ~. egually l'el rarding. The occurred in April and ~y, and of the 189 Finches returning in these 
italics :ire Mrs. Nice' s . HoH ri ght she is I .months 41 return~d again (~fter 90 days) during August , September and 

early October , 1-1ithout having been trapped in bet ween. This suggests 
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In Volume II the author describes in detail how she hand raised 
everal broods of song sparrows. Anyone confronted with the care of a 

~estling can get valuable a~vice on care and feedi~ from these pages. 
Other chapters consider various ty-pes of bird behavior. 

Chanter X, dealin g with "Song in Female Biros" int~rested me 
particul;rly. I remember the time my husband wrote an item abo1;t the 
singing of a female house wren, and the editor wouldn't accept it for 
nublication because female birds don't s~g. Myself! I have~ pa~er on 
;aroinals, accepted by an editor! but lying donnant in the editorial 

a movement farther north by these birds during the sUllllller months ,
1
ith 

a stop-over on the way Sout h i n the Fal l. It also appears that iarge 
numbers of Fi ~ohes nest l ocally .in the area, as shown by t he maey young 
birds bande~ in July and August. Finches at ll\Y feeders usually disappear 
completely in late September or early October and reports of birds 
re-trapped by others during the i 1inter months show a range south from 
Pennsylvania. , through Nar,vland and Virginia t o North Carolina . 

drav 1er which describes the singing of the female caroinal. 
' iONTH 

By the time she wrote the second vol~e, Hrs. Nice ha~ visited_ ~ 
with or consulted maey leading ornithologists and authorit~es ?n am.~; April (19-30) 
behavior, even spending a month 1-1ith Konrad Lorenz and ,tam~ in A:1s ... r::i.a "ia.Y 
(Lorenz is a top authority on bird behavior, and I can t wait to give June 
you a dose of his adventures.) July 

August 
Septemb er 
)c tob er (1-11 ) 

DSTAILS OF BANDING BY HONTHS DORnIG 1965 

NO. OF DAYS N~v BIRDS RETURNS AFTER 
BANDUJG BANDED 90 DAYS 

3 24 78 8 54 ill 
3 9 22 16 142 35 18 144 26 19 269 40 11 

~ _J_ ~ 319 

REPEATS LESS 
THAN 90 DAYS 

12 
238 
Bo 

245 
343 
978 
~ 
2072 

Each of these t, -10 volumes dealing with the Life History of the 
Song Sparrow contains a tremendous bibliograpey. If only one m~ght 
escape from the inexorable time machine to a.South S~a Isl~nd with a 
mere quarter of the titles mentioned, and slip back into tme tomorrow 
fortified by tremendous wisdom! 

SUMMARY OF PURPLE FWCIIZS BA.l'\JD..::D SINCE 1958 
This time there is not going to be any new book mentioned. There 

are other worth1-1hile life histories ,ihich ,•Jill get their honorable 
mention some day. But 1-1a~aret Nice's life history studies, even 
though ti ienty or more years old, contain so much that is new for all 
of us that it qualifies for both old and ne11. 

313 Sharp Avenue, Glenolden, Pennsylvania 19036 
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EAR 

958 
-959 
.960 
.961 
962 
.963 
.964 
.965 

NO• OF DAYS NO. OF BIRDS NO. OF BIRDS WHICH 
BANbING BANn·,,,D 6 

5 
17 
45 
39 
92 
67 
51 

~ 

w:., RETURNED IN 19 5 
42 

190 
170 
110 
336 
645 
409 

...YE 
2571i 

0 
5 
8 
6 

5.5 
86 

149 
10 

319 
;J,.umaRe - Birds previously recorded as having pink or yellow rumps 
ollowed the same pattern sho,m in previous years and returned in 1965 




