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BIRD BANDING -- AN EFFECTIVE EDUCATIONAL TOOL 
By Jolm Trott 

(Reprinted from EBBA ',,brkshop Manual, Vol. 4, 1965) 

Beside the obviously excellent research tool it is well-kno1m to 
be bird banding can be one of the most effective educationa~ devices 
a~ilable today. The degree of participation of you~s~rs is o1_lly 
limited by age and the amount of time the bander is w1l~1ng to give~ 
All effective methods of teaching science are inherent in th~ activity 
careful observation, drawing of valid conclusions, accuracy in keeping 
records, and ability to organize time, energy and data. Th1:'ugh . 
banding the scientific method can be brought to youngsters v1ith vivid.ne 
and an acute sense of involvement. 

Above and beyond the above, banding birds can bring about a love 
of 1-iildlife and lead to a deep sense of identificati~n ,1i~h conservatio 
uroblems. A level of enthusiasm can be generated which will ~ke the 
child see himself in relation to this environment and the beginnings. ot 
understanding of human and natural ecology take place almost automat i 

As a part of a science curriculum in junior or senior high school, 
a full time banding pror;rarn can take the natural in~~st in the 
out-of-doors most youngsters already have and turn it into a valuable 
learninrr experience. As a teacher of the seventh grade at an independ 
co-oner;tive school in .t\J.exandria, Virginia, I have had the freedom to 
expeM.ment and the facilities to develop a~ band~ program which has 
ver'-J exciting results. 'rhe Burgundy Farm 0chool in Ale:xandria was pe 
for the exper:ixaent for it has 22 acres of varied habitat and a school 
,)hilosonhy ·which encompasses an appreciation for the importance. of an 
~rdered: natural 1-1orld as .in essential part of a youngster's enstence, 

Bird handing is treated as any other part of the curric~lum and 
,siven as much importance and care in its instructi~n as &:iglish or 
ma.thematics. rfust students like to c;aze out the 1-nndow (if the school 
has 11indows) and if they can see birds visiting. a f~eder_ t~ey ~re 
already directed to, lard. an end. I first emphasize 1dent 7ficat1on of t 
local birds ,·1hich leads into discussion and lecture on field mar~s, 
distribution, family relationships and the use of resource mate1:-a1 to 
find information. Next students do exhaustive research on the life_ 
history of one of the birds they are seeing da~y or one they. are like 
to see as 1-1inter residents move in. Through this they delve into many 
"~uects of ornithology and become familiar with terminology and above 
:11, the best possible books on the subjects: Nany ~iscove: Bent's LI 
HI.STORL:;.s and the fascination and wealth of information available in 
those volumes. 
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from the LIFB Ha ture Library Series. Peterson's A FELD GUIDE TO 
IRP9 

IR]JS is not a required text book but most students acquire it by the 
'~ t he fir s t three months of school . Besides the above there is a 

nd ~fdeal of talk which stimulates questions and discussion , the 
rea _floi ·iing , relaxed exchang~ of_ idea s ~ssential to any real learnine . 
re~:ribution, taxonomy, behavior in all its aspects (food, nestin g, sonc;, 
;ls ) are touched on ,?.lon g with evolution , e colo gy and conservation. 
tc:\; geoo-raphy can be taught throu gh basic ornitholo gy as can history 
!Ud Pete; Hatth:l,essen •s ·.1ILDLIFE :rn .Al·IEEUCA has been a great help in 1 

zing youngster s i-.•hat has happe ned in the United States and the 
:~~lt s of man' s drastic changes of th e land. 

aanding itself is taught through a careful, step-by-step development 
f sJcills with constant emphasi s on the responsibility required of the 
di vidu al. A sheet of questions is issued to each student; these 

\e r all aspe cts of banding from vhat birds take what band sizes 
~rough bow to keep records to the memorization of A. 0. U. numbers 
f the ten or t11elve birds most commonly handled. Student s prepare for 
otua,1 bandin g at their o-r.-m rate and take a test when they feel ready. 
~e test includes short descriptions of birds and the student has to 
tlent!l.fy each correctly from the short phrase s . It also includes sample 
coi:tl fonns, questions relating to band size and A. o. u. numbers, the 

• 5tory of banding, essential infonna tion in reporting recovered birds 
rxi requires each youngster to know dut rrovernment agency controls bird 
ncli.ng in the United .States. ~-;ach question on the test must be 
si-rered perf ectly before the student is qualified to actually band 
rd,s and keep :records and the test may be taken as many times as the 
\.1dent wishes in order that all infornia tion is thoroughly understood 
the point that the youn g ster can use it freely. 

Traps are always placed 1·Jhere they can be seen from the classroom 
d students uork in group s of three under the close supervision of the 
i,.cher. Records are checked at the end of each day and as each student 
sses the banding test he or she is placed on the banding team so that 
rotate s daily 1:ith one member stayin g on three days in a rowo l-:i.istakes 
the records rarely occur and birds are never mishandled or misidentified . 

Four types of records are kept for each bird trapped: (1 ) '.:land 
ber , as required by the Bird Banding Office, (2) Records by specie s, 

) "lliilys" -- this includes species, A. O. U. No., sex, age, weather, 
r,eratu re, t~ap and other information and (4) Retrap records. These 

ur make errors practically an impossibility, and if mistake s ['.re made , 
ey can be easily corrected. 3esides this, each student is eiven a 
her as the banding test is passed and d th this he or she is identified 
all records. The seventh gmde at Burgundy bands close to a thousand 

:rds each school year of JO to 40 suecie s. students are exposed to and encouraged to read ~ther general books " 

about birds -- Cruickshank' s A 1001 QlJ3STIONS AH~1·!.S~~D ~~~UT BIRD~.',, Loil The sense of personal responsibility required is some1-1hat mature 
and Louis Darling's 3IRD, Sarita Van Vleck's GROtilJu-1·Jihc1.:.,, aild TH., Ut most adults underestimate youngsters anyway. It has often been my 
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experience that students with a record of academic achievement belo·w 
l)Otential often ber,in to show marked improvement as the exactness, deg ;f perso nal or gani~ation , total commitment and deep ~terest required 
ban ding and re cord keeping spill over i nt o other sUbJect mat ter areas . 
The most o.ft-en ;repe.1.t ed remark I hear from pare11t s is 11Johl11'\Y hates to 
mi~Js sch ool nOi·J, he ' s afraid you ' 11 trap an exci t ing bird . 11 

There are problem s , of course, but they are external ones. Since 
the school has fann ani.mals they often visit our banding station and \~ 
have had goats, chickens and occasional dogs. Cats also present a 
problem s.3 the y ,·mnder in from the surroundin g neighborhood attracted 
by the la~e number of feeding birds. The students are always on the 
ale1--t and the cat never gets very close before he is attacked wit~ roo 
yells and occasionally an air rifle. On one occasion when I was ill a 
ple a sant substitute re marked quietly, "Oh, look at the pretty white 
cat! 11 She rias shocked and a bit dism ay ed uhen all t wenty youn gsters as 
a body jumped from their seats and ran out the door. 

Since I run the licensed bander, the traps are never placed at the 
fee de r unless I am in attendance. They are put out only after I a rri ve 
at school and brought in before school closes. On occasion I h~ve met 
stud ents at school on cold, snO,·JY mornin gs or s tayed a fter closing tiln 
I fin d I am pretty helpless in the face of such over, rhelming interest 
and enthusi a sr:1. 

MORRIS - Youth Program 

feel many handers can do a great deal to ward makin g life richer 
,:;till ungsters thro ugh a knOi•Jled ge of birds . Possib l y ore important , 

or 1° e spent may set some youn g ster headed to, 1ard a career in the 
thl;l tim tbrou .,h a deve lo pment at an early age of the fundamental skills 
:;ci enoe:1.,, f or studying one kind of s cie nce ·with care . aoessa ... .,, 

7 
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BANDING STATION YOUTH PROGJW,r 
By l3oletta J. Morris 

I agree with Ralph Bell' s note about getting our young people 
in teres ,ted in ,,1ha t 1,1e say -- "Bird Banding" . 

A few years aeo I started a youth program at my home (1 2/3 acres.) 
zy-husband and I built an outdoor area of logs. Children from all the 

local schools came as groups, to spend from 9:30 until noon 1dth me. 
I talk about each bird caught that morning. Each bird is banded and I 
stresfi to them what they should do if a banded biro is found. 

Nettine is done in the suring after the same careful preparation After band~ has been completed, they are taken on my nature paths 
as described for trap pi ng. Tl1is be gins iJith a captive s tar1~ 1G or ho~ ihere they can see bird nest, some active and some finished. They see 
sparro, i ,:hich is taken by each student from a net strun ;; up in the the bird pools I desiened myself and made of plastic with rock and small 
cl ass room. 0~ the most responsible an d carefu~ student s are all 01•,ed stones to create different water levels. Underground hoses are laid to 
to erect nets and I must say that t1,1elve - and thirteen-year-olds remove . et the water drip necessary to attract biros. 
birds from nets 11ith more care and facility than most adults I have 

If weather is rainy I have a 1-1alk in basement where we can band 
nd talk. L.1.st year I spoke to 2,000 children. I have been at 3ur r;undy lon g enough no.-1 to see many youngsters 

into colle "'e 1-1ith a degree in ornitholo gy, ecolo gy or wildlife 
manag ement L, a s their goal. I have also seen youn g~ters' lives enriched The children leave to return to their cla s s room ,-iishing they could 
and their vision the world enlarged. Also re"CilardJ.ng are the comments I spend the day with me. i·laybe they ,iill go home ,dth their first look at 
get f'rom public and privat e high school bioloiy in s tructors 1•1ho say Scarlet Tanager , Indi go Bunting or Rose-breasted Grosbeak . 
"Your students a.re almost too well prepared they kno,-; so much and 
have such a ke en interest. 11 

Eandin e birds, mostly through nettin g , has al so become ::m import 
nart of a smnmer v!ildlife camp for the 11- to 15-year-old age gr?up . 
This calilp is sponsored by the school and runs t,•:O-,,•eek sessions in whl. 
the entire pro ::;ram is devoted to studies and enJoyment of the 
na tur a l rnrld. 

\vi th t he re alizatio n that an independent day school in a wooded 
tmct is an aluost ideal situation for bandin g birds and many banders 
do not have the bpportunity and time to devote to youngsters that I do, 

Althou ~h a program li ke thi s takes many hours a1,1ay from iey regular 
anding, I fe el it is so nec essary to teach this to our young people . 

(U any- bander ,;ould enjoy seeing my area (top of i·Jusconetcon g ?·Its.) 
hey ,-Jill be very yelcome. ) 

x 62, RD 1,t1, Milford, New Jersey 
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