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GATHERilW CAGES SANITATIOl~ 
By R.Yan B. Halden 

Naturalist, Hashington Crossing 
Nature Educati on Center 

(Repr inted from EBBA Workshop Manual, Vol . 4, 1965) 

!'1any or us are still u sing t he same gathering cages we used i i hen 
we star t ed bandi ng, years ago . 1·,fith out a se cond th ought , we put bird 
after bird in t he same dirty box , not realizing tha t we may be 
condelllOling the birds to deat h . 

No doubt, you are wondering how your gathering cage can cau se t he 
death of a bird. The fa ct is t ha t some of th e birds are carriers of 
diseases , such as footpox. Birds can carry and transmit t he dis ease 
, ii t hout bein g visibly affe ct ed themselves. We ~ i t happens, becau se 
;ie once placed a bluebird in a gathering cage f or only a fev , minutes 
(.:i.i'ter it bad. been used for a demonstra t ion ); within two weeks the 
bluebird had contracted f ootp ox and was dead. We realized then , how 
daneerous the old, disease laden gathering cage really was. 

I !mow a man who said that he had neve r changed "the grass " in 
his ga thering ca.ge; all he did ,,as to "prop th e top open . 11 The box 
had been used for years. • • • He is an excepti on ; we lmow that most 
bnnders attempt to clean the boxes , but if you ask your doct or, he r, 

tell you that it is almost impossible to really clean a wooden conta in 

Bet ter methods can be used to collect and hold biros bef ore ban 
t wo are described bel ow. They cut dOim the in cidence of infecti on. 

l. Headnets of the type used t o keep mosquitoes from the face are go 
carX"'Jing bags . They can be bought from Surplus and Sportin g Goods 
Stores for onzy 50¢ each , or J for $1 .0 0. 
:Jirds remain ver-J quietly in them. 
The bags are ,:a.shed daily , in a .-,ashing m,_1.chine with good soap or 
dete ree nt in ve ry hot water. The high temperature of t he dryer 
completes the disinfectin g job, At a laundromat , the cost is on]J 
25¢ ; ut home it costs even less. 

41 
A NOT'.i ON BPJJDING SUCCESS 

By Herrill 1,/ood 

For the fi~e years 1961-1965 a reconl. was kept of th . 
bilUS observed lll my yard (a suburban type of ) t . e sp ecJ.es of 
.as caught in my bird-banding station (Z5 tra p a3:e\ ~l fJ.nd what per cent 
~onJJ.eret and 6 Potter). s · -purpose , 18 Char-

The reconl. shows: 

11996621 48 species with 77 • 01, taken 
50 II If 78 0-1 fl 

196,3 57 fl II 75:0,i II 

1 964 46 II 11 71 • 1 :~ II 

1965 45 II II 7.3.3<; 11 

The ran ge: 45 to 57 species with 71 .1 to 78 • 0>; 
i ve year avera ge of 74.8 :t captured and a 

11 N. Allen St,, State Coll ege, Pa. 

JIJYWN BAGS TO COLLECT BIRDS I N 
By Jane C. 01,yphant 

This M~esota bander is indebted to EB~ . . 
de about USJ.11[; nylon mesh bags to collect b~ for_ the sug gestion someone 
genius ! This method has chan ged my h 1 b 1rd ~ J.n -- that someone i s 
d that I can put 10 warbler-vireo :" 0 

~- andJ.ne procedure 10 0;'.. r 
!r 2 robin-blue ja y size birds in one sJ.z~ 1 J.rds very comfortably in one , 
efo rehand ,,hat I'm to band d • ~ve th e fact that I can see 
reathe good clean Ninnesot ; ; i ; • • an more han that , the birds can 

I find there is practic all y no f' ht' 
iey seem too occupied tryin g to et i g t mg amon~ bird~ in the bag. 

sbeak • thou gh, I uut them J.. n g otu • If I have a vardinal or a 
, separa e hag s . 

Four bags for me are adequate even d . 
ch as I've never seen the like , f b urm g heavy movements of birds 
tember (1965), s O efore during this l a st month of ' 

- - Another advantage of these headnets is that a dozen of them c 
be hun~ on one's belt , or pla ced in one ' s pooket ; they are not 
cumbersome. Compare that to lugging a bi g gathering cage all the 
One bag will hold a bird tbe size of a bl ue jay , or t1,10 the size For those 1:ho haven't switched to th' 
of chic ka dees. • I threH my r,athering bucket t 2 J.s proced ure, I strongly recommend 

2. ~ bags. Mien marketing, ask for several size 12 pape r bags '°' 
5 ou months ago. 

instead of one large one, or buy sacks at 1¢ each. On dry days a . Not every store carrie s the se ba Sis but the c- Ro 
sack l•.1.11 last all the day; in sno1,1 or rain, only a few hours. Yo nter 1965) has them. The number ~ t h 0 e~rs ebuck catalo g 
seldom band in a heavy rain so you can usually get your full 1 ¢ f case arurone wishes the information . e catalog is 11G607.3 (80¢ each) 
each bag . 

I t is our duty as handers to help control and prevent the spread of Ooo Hidden Bay Road, s t. Paul, Minnesota 
disease in an.y w::,.y ,1e can; so let's try some ot her method than our old 55109 
contaminated ga therin g cages. Ju st t hink! maybe tha t ,.,ar bler 1-.,ill die 
because of your poor handlin g methods, and never have a chance to be 
returned or recovered. 




