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its authenticity), but since it was really here and flying around a fan ge of gloves in handling netted bird .
yard, it was included. It was observed by 3 persons besides myself . §h° u:e I had come to acceptgthe fact tha'i %‘fo;hgﬁztfﬂggsséﬂe by th?
John Forgan, vho banded for a month at our OR Station on top of the annon netted until the last of the season the sores on Sha 35 of birds
Allegheny rountains in liest Virginia this fall; Wesley Knisley (who : 7y hand were an
makes the Bluebird boxes for our Bluebird project); and Arthur 3iddle
(ovmer of the large dairy farm where the Barn Swalloyw was discovered),
John, "esley and I were checking the large flock of over 1000 Cowbirdg . around the bills of the birds before

(for Redwings and Rustys) on the Biddle farm when we noticed a bird :gl are within peck range of the birdrbezzg?lo;gx]ﬁogergm :?_‘?_ E:t.
flying tovard us vith the rhythmic beat of a 3arn Swallow, and I could @5+ ter bands applied immediately, TIf the rubber bands are ﬁet;'he
hardly believe my eyes to see the distinctive forked tail as it flew ape simply slipped over the upper and lower mandibles. If i’;’a ey
over our heads about 10 feet away. It seemed very alert as it flew ,everal loops are necessary, ° TEe,
about catching insects (probably cattle flies) disturbed by the hugh
flock of Cowbirds among the dairy cattle. We watched it for perhaps
10 minutes as it would take short rests on the wire fence near us,
circle over the cows, then up to the pond and back.

This has ceased to be simply through the use of plain rubber bands

should a Gull escape with a band on its bill, for one
another, no ham is done. The Gull simply rubs it off and ;‘g‘;:orf g:ve
checked on closely. I cannot be sure the same is true in the Terns f\
the bill is shaped differently, § lor
I realize the Barn Swallow is not supposed to even winter in the
United States (although 4 counts in Florida recorded 8 on the 1964
count), but one can hardly mistake a bird that nests on his farm (ave,
about 15 pairs) every summer for 20 years (and banded over 6500 of
them). Without the mild weather this fall it would have been impo ssibl

for the 3arn Swallow to have survived. A week of cold rainy weather

] I have watched experienced "mist netters"
the spring will cause most of our Barn Swallows (and iartins too) to 'I" oyer these large birds simply because the nettinigmgi: gﬁ‘dsg;fmg:a;‘iggxs

from lack of food, but this has been a very mild fall, with no prolongsfthe primary wing feathers and cannot be fo :

cold spells and very little rain. Ilany days in December found the he large major and secondary wing cover‘fsr;jeiilbigl; gomgh:ngOi;t bacal:lse
temperature in the 50's or even higher. I checked the farm for the Bawthe small passerines. Any shore bird netter knows of which Ig A
Swallow on Decs 31 but could not find it and only one Cowbird. The fay . write.
ouner reported the Cowbirds soon left his farm. It is possible the Bay
Swallow (considering its flocking tendencies in the fall) could have
been staying with the Cowbirds and even roosting with them each night,Jlarge birds are even easier to remove from

The second aid is an exceedingly simple remo
process for th

arge, long winged birds from large mesh nets, Usual.‘l; 3 t: 4 mgﬁl mth

ig used for cannon nets, and the same mesh in the 2 shelf mist net. ’

RD 1, Box 142, Clarksville, Greene Co., Pa. he net on the ground,

M ~ o~ N - ﬁ‘gﬁ& %rz;z;sg iit_‘l.he bé;\io:g the bil%l,a or head, and place the rubber
p— . - G e ° » EXasp the portion of the wi ine
- hmuggh:};ewnﬂei; ;nd pu%%wthe }}iand. or manus, on through glikgm::}feggl:ge
. eave mesh around the
TWO SIMPL: AIDS IN RTNM VAL ght feathers free for withdrawal. In tﬁﬁ!‘:gﬁ:g:dh:g:né; wlj’;th P
OF LARG: BIRDS FROM NiTS sually next with the feet last. In t S

he mist net the feet would usua
In all cases the wings will slip out .t‘re:g'.

agnolia Cardens, Johns Island, South Carolina

8y T. A. Beckett, III e next with the head last,

It is strange indeed how simple some of the common aids in our
oanding work can be, once they are thought of. This is also true in m
of our everyday life,

After several years of rather painful removal of Terns from nets,’
riore recently Gulls from cannon nets, the uriter used his head instead
of feeding patches of skin and flesh to his netted feather friends. 1
rather odd how a Gull will peck at a wound on the bander's hands, each
time enlarging and making more painful that certain spot or spots. 9






