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No~.-Oec. 

Oct. 19 •••• Banded 18 Black-capped Chickadees today - all before 
11 a.m. as I had to furl the nets and deliver eggs to some of the local 
stores. All were caught in the 2 nets in front of a clump of pines 
that I call the center field (about 100 yards west of our house). ill 
chickadees were flS'in g ,;,iest or south1,1esti, ial'd. Chickadees are apparent 
weak flyers and day migrants entirely. They generally fly in groups of 
4- to 10 and hed ge-hop from one group of trees to another. Nany 
chickadees are apparently funneled through our yard since there are no 
close trees to the north or south. 

Oct. 18 •••• The first Black-capped Chickadee of the fall season~ 
heal'd today. \

1
le live in the Carolinian Life Zone and the Caroli na 

Chickadee is the only chickadee that nests here. The only ~ way to 
tell the 2 species apart (that I know of) is 'cy' the different fee-bee 
calls and by tail measurements (where the bander has a distinct advanta 

The pictures show the pa th taken by the migrants as they fly thrO 
our yard into the yard _pines on the left of our house. Soon they woul · 
leave these pines and stop at the small clump of pines (in center fie 
before continuing to the woods (on the far le~). 

1:Jhen I first started nettin g in 1956, all nets 1,Jere· placed on the 
east side of the yard pines. But as the yard pines grew taller, many 
birds fleH over the nets and my main netting operations were gradually 
shifted to the small er pines to the west. Of the 18 chickadees banded 
today, eleven were checked for fat. Two ·were rated O, seven were ra 
as 1, and tw::> were given a rating of 2. 

Nov. 12 • • • • This proved to be the last day for the fall chickad 
migration (it lasted 26 days). A total of 154 were banded during thil 
period. I have always considered a chickadee with a tail length ,o 
59 mm or over to be a Bla ck-cap and anything 57 mm or under to be a 
carolina. Stephen W. Simon had n very good article on chickadee 
measurements in the Jan.-} 'eb. 1960 issue of EBB.I\ News. .!-ig ht of the 
154 banded this fall had a tail len gth of 5aniiii;" anci since they ,,ere 
travelin g 1-?ith kno,,m Bl ack-caps, I felt they were Black-caps also • 
Toree had a maximum tail len gth of 66 l11lll• The average tail length to 
the 150 that ,~ere measured ,ias 61.;47 mm. Practically all the chic 

BSLL - A Bird Bander's Diary 

Fig. 1. Our home. The pond . 
~•ihere our main nett·pines are on the left 

ing used to be done. 

The same • t pie ure as above nl 
greater distance. o Y from 
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mi3r a tion r,ia s bet\-,een the hours of 9 a.m. and J p.m. No movement of 
Carolina Chick adees out of the a rea was detected as only one wa s capt~ 
durin g this per i od (t a il length 55 mm). The bes ·t day 1,1as November J 
ihen 26 Bl ack-c aps t•iere banded, and a t le as t that many more were obse:rv 

flyi ng over the nets. There was only one retrap dur:l,ng the ivhole peri 

1-lany of the chickadees were aged by skl.111 ossification. The artio 
by Rebecca Cregar in the 1965 'IJORKSHOP MANUAL moved me enou gh to give t 
ide a a try. Her advice to not "give up t he ship" is vecy- good. This \# 
one of the most exciting develo pments to come alon g for handers since t 
introduction of th e net. A whole new ,1orld of information is now open ti 
all banders. One can check to see if mostly adults (or immatures) of a 
cert a in spe cies are tr avelin g throu gh his area in the fall; whether ad1.1 
migrate first (or last) or have no fixed pattern. By using the skull a, 
a check, various plumage char a cteristics or other features can be check 
to see if practically all hirds can be aged st•iiftly without checking tha 
skull. Chan Robbins has done •-10nders for us with his "Guide to Aging a 
~exi n,:; Hood '·/arblers in the Fall," but infonnation on many species has 
hardly been touc hed. As an example, while cbeckine chl.ckadees, I now 
believe that most imma tures can be told until November first (at least) 
by the small black 'I in the roof of the mouth. The apex of the V meets 
th e ti p of the bill. I am just assumin g this so please don't take this 
a s the gospel truth. However, a s I fin:i.sh this 1riting (Jan. 10), I 
cannot find any black lines in the roof of mouth of captured chickadees, 
I ill be checkin g chickadees again next summer and fall. 

Perhap s it is~ good practice not to check most birds for ossifica 
l ate in the evening or on a wet or cold day. The shock of a wet head 
be too much for some species at such times. Good light is essential (a 
least at first) until one gets to know just what to look for. Division 
of ossified and unossified skull may shot• a fairly strai ght or jagged 
line; or there may be large or small areas; round or trre gular areas 
th a t often show red or very dark on innnature birds. Dead birds found 
a lon g the roads in the fall are a very good source of material to use 
le a rnin g "ihat to look for. I gained valuable experience by checking t 
skulls of English Sparro ws caught in my traps. Personally, I prefer a 
lou pe that fits over an old pair of glasses (my loupe is 7 po1,,er, but l 
might be better). 1Jy using a lou pe in stead of a hand lens, both hands 
are fre e to hol d the skin tight on the skull and move it around at the 
same time. 3i33A member James Baird issued a mi.meoe raphed sheet in the 
fall of 1963 on "Agi ng Birds by Skull Ossification 11 that should be a 
must in the files of every bandero 

Tue. 26 •••• This was the day seleot~d for our Christmas count. A 
beautii'ul swmy day but cold compared to the many mild days this £all. 
1..:e had a very unusual bird on our list of 41 species - a i3arn Swallo w. 
It is not even listed on the remittance sheet to be sent to Christmas 
Count head quarters. I thought about omitting it from the list (becauseK• 4-. 
it is onl y natural for anyone that studies birds seriously to question 

BSLL - A Bird Bander's Diary 

Fig. 3. Pines in left center field i·,here I now 
do most of nw netting. 

The same picture as above only from a 
different angle. 

(Birds fly .from rig . ht to left -- west) 
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its authenticity), but since it was really here and flying around a fa 
yard, it uas included. It 1,,as observed by 3 persons besides nzy-sel.f -
John HJrgan, 1-1ho bc,nded for a month at our On Station on top of the 
Allegheny :-:ountains in l,est Virginia this fall: 1/esley Knisley (ivho 
makes the Bluebird boxes for our Bluebird project); and Arthur Biddle 
(01-mer of the large dairy farm 1,1here the Darn Swallo , was discovered), 
John, '.·'esley and I were checking the large flock of over 1000 Covbirds 
(for Hedwings and rlustys) on the Biddle fann 1-1hen v-:e noticed a bird 
flyin;:, toward us 11ith the rhythmic beat of a 3arn S·wallow, and I could 
hardly believe my eyes to see the distinctive forked tail as it fle,,1 
over our heads about 10 .feet away. It seemed very alert as it fle1-1 
about catching insects (probably cattle flies) disturbed by the hugh 
flock of Cowbirds among the dairy cattle. We 1-ra tched it for perhaps 
10 minutes as it i•muld take short rests on the wire fence near us, 
circle over the co,JS, then up to the pond and back. 

use of gloves in handlin g netted birds th e ter I had come to a ccep t the .fact tba t 
~on'netted until the last of the season 

ca epted mark of Il\Y hobby. 

is almost un.possible by th e 
fro m the first seri es of birds 
the sores on lllY ]'land were an 

I realize the Barn S1-.1allow is not supposed to even winter in the 
United states (although 4 counts in Florida recorded 8 on the 1964 
count), but one can hardly mistake a bird that nests on his farm (ave. 
about 15 pairs) every summer for 20 years (and banded over 6500 of 
them). ':.lithout the mild t-Jeather this fall it would have been :i.mpossib 

a.cc 

Tbis bas ceased to be simply throu gh the use of plain rubber band 
iaoed around. the bills of the birds b~fore removal f rom the net. If s 

several are wit~ pe?k range of the bird be ing removed, all have the 
rubber bands applied 111unediately. If the rubber bands are small they 
are simply slipped over the upper and lo wer mandibles. If large · 
several loops are necessaxy. • 

sbould a Gull escape with a band on its bill, for one reason or 
,another, no hann 1s done. The Gull simply rubs it off and this I have 
checked on closely. I cannot be sure the same is true in the Terns for 
/tJ)e bill is shapoo differently. 

Tlle seco1;1'i aid is an exceedingly simple process for the removal of 
large, long winged birds from large mesh nets. Usually 3 to 4 inch mesh 
is used for cannon nets, and the same mesh in the 2 shel.f mist net. 

for the Jarn Swallow to have survived. A t-1eek of col~ ra~ny 1,1eather in I have watche~ expe;1-enced ''mist natters" fumble for several minutes 
the spring will cause most of our Darn S1-1allo1.-is (and 1-ar~1ns too) to d over these la rg e bJ;rds Sllllply because the netting has slid hal.f way doi-m 
from lack of food, but_ this ha~ bee~ a vecy m~ld fall, ,,)1th no prolong the primary 1:r.tng feathers and cannot be forced back to the joint be~use 
cold spell s and very little rain. i'lany days in December found the he large maJor ~ secondary wing coverts will not bend and eive as in 
temperature in the 50's or even hi gher. I checked the farm for the he small passer:i.nes. Any shore bird netter knowa of t-rhich I write 
S1-1allo1-: on D3c. Jl but could not find it and only one Co1-1bird. The • 
owner reported the Cowbirds soon left his farm. It is possible the If the netter will simply forget what he ms been taught re garding 
s .. rallou (considering its flocking tendencies in th? fall) could ~ve he Nl!loval of small b~s and proceed as follows he will find that the 
been staying with the Cowbirds and even roosting 1-1ith them each m.ght. arge bi.ros are even easier to relllOve f:rom nets __ remember, there are 

ceptions to all rules, especially U the bird has become t wisted in 
RD 1, Box 142, Clarksville, Greene Co., Pa. 

r;.:o ,SINPL~ AIDS IN REMOVAL 
OF LARG-8 3IRDS FROH N:::Ts 

By T. A. 3eckett, III 

' 

It is strange indeed how simple some of the common aids in our 
oandinrr work can be, once they are thought of. This is also true in m 
of our ever,Jday life. 

After several years of rather painful removal of Terns from nets, 
more recently Gulls from cannon nets, the v!riter used his head instead 
of feeding patches of skin and flesh to his netted feather friends. I 
rather odd ho'..,; a '.}ull 1-1ill peck at a r,;ound on the bander's hands, each 
time enlarging and making more painful that certain spot or spots. s· 

he net on the ground. 

Ji'irst, grasp the bird by the bill, or head, and place the rubber 
and around the bill. Second, grasp the portion of the Hing extendin ,,, 
~rough the ~et and pull the hand, or manus, on through the mesh of the 
t. This will leave the mesh around the ulna or the humerus with all 

ht feathers free for withdra wal. In the projected net the head is 
sually next with the feet last. In the mist net the feet 1~ould usuall 
e next l-iith the head last. I n all cases the wing s will slip out freel~. 

n<>lia Gardens, Johns Island, South Carolina 




