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PURPLE FINCHES BANDED AT WESTPORT POINT, MASSACIIDSETTS IN 1965 The S'U.llll!Ul"Y at the end of Volum~ I s~ates tJ:1at the. stu~y "~ias 
undertaken on a common bird, by one ind.iv:i.dual m.th no 111st1tutio~ By Malcolm Oakes support (save for libr ,~ry fa?ilitie s ! and no apparatus except that in . 

u se at a.ey well-equipeddbandine stat:J.on: The present_ volume is a Purple_ Fmches continued to return to Westport Point in increasing 
reuort of a portion of the scient:l.fic findings from eigh,t years of study nUJ11bers during ~965, a total of 319 returns against 201 in 1

9
61,1,. The 

on· this part;i.cular species. The st,udy could well have been pursued for number of new 1!':i.nches banded, as well as the number of repeats (less 
many more years, since experimental techniques had ha~ b~en started than 90 days ) , ~so re':,ched new highs. The largest number of returns 
upon. Other col11!llon species sho1:11,d ~. egually l'el rarding. The occurred in April and ~y, and of the 189 Finches returning in these 
italics :ire Mrs. Nice' s . HoH ri ght she is I .months 41 return~d again (~fter 90 days) during August , September and 

early October , 1-1ithout having been trapped in bet ween. This suggests 

11 

In Volume II the author describes in detail how she hand raised 
everal broods of song sparrows. Anyone confronted with the care of a 

~estling can get valuable a~vice on care and feedi~ from these pages. 
Other chapters consider various ty-pes of bird behavior. 

Chanter X, dealin g with "Song in Female Biros" int~rested me 
particul;rly. I remember the time my husband wrote an item abo1;t the 
singing of a female house wren, and the editor wouldn't accept it for 
nublication because female birds don't s~g. Myself! I have~ pa~er on 
;aroinals, accepted by an editor! but lying donnant in the editorial 

a movement farther north by these birds during the sUllllller months ,
1
ith 

a stop-over on the way Sout h i n the Fal l. It also appears that iarge 
numbers of Fi ~ohes nest l ocally .in the area, as shown by t he maey young 
birds bande~ in July and August. Finches at ll\Y feeders usually disappear 
completely in late September or early October and reports of birds 
re-trapped by others during the i 1inter months show a range south from 
Pennsylvania. , through Nar,vland and Virginia t o North Carolina . 

drav 1er which describes the singing of the female caroinal. 
' iONTH 

By the time she wrote the second vol~e, Hrs. Nice ha~ visited_ ~ 
with or consulted maey leading ornithologists and authorit~es ?n am.~; April (19-30) 
behavior, even spending a month 1-1ith Konrad Lorenz and ,tam~ in A:1s ... r::i.a "ia.Y 
(Lorenz is a top authority on bird behavior, and I can t wait to give June 
you a dose of his adventures.) July 

August 
Septemb er 
)c tob er (1-11 ) 

DSTAILS OF BANDING BY HONTHS DORnIG 1965 

NO. OF DAYS N~v BIRDS RETURNS AFTER 
BANDUJG BANDED 90 DAYS 

3 24 78 8 54 ill 
3 9 22 16 142 35 18 144 26 19 269 40 11 

~ _J_ ~ 319 

REPEATS LESS 
THAN 90 DAYS 

12 
238 
Bo 

245 
343 
978 
~ 
2072 

Each of these t, -10 volumes dealing with the Life History of the 
Song Sparrow contains a tremendous bibliograpey. If only one m~ght 
escape from the inexorable time machine to a.South S~a Isl~nd with a 
mere quarter of the titles mentioned, and slip back into tme tomorrow 
fortified by tremendous wisdom! 

SUMMARY OF PURPLE FWCIIZS BA.l'\JD..::D SINCE 1958 
This time there is not going to be any new book mentioned. There 

are other worth1-1hile life histories ,ihich ,•Jill get their honorable 
mention some day. But 1-1a~aret Nice's life history studies, even 
though ti ienty or more years old, contain so much that is new for all 
of us that it qualifies for both old and ne11. 

313 Sharp Avenue, Glenolden, Pennsylvania 19036 
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NO• OF DAYS NO. OF BIRDS NO. OF BIRDS WHICH 
BANbING BANn·,,,D 6 

5 
17 
45 
39 
92 
67 
51 

~ 

w:., RETURNED IN 19 5 
42 

190 
170 
110 
336 
645 
409 

...YE 
2571i 

0 
5 
8 
6 

5.5 
86 

149 
10 

319 
;J,.umaRe - Birds previously recorded as having pink or yellow rumps 
ollowed the same pattern sho,m in previous years and returned in 1965 
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l e lumages . __r als o noted that ~everal bird.s havi ni: * These two Finches must have been hatched in 1958 or before and are 

13 

i n bo th male anclhe fer ~d in April and l'hy returned in. August an~ul t t heref ore at least 7 years old. All other Fin ches shovm above were 
b r m•m plum.a(ge w n90 : p~ ) i n full m.al e plumage, indicatinG th at a hat ched in 1959 or before and are at least six years old. 
Sept ember af t er . yd . 1· d .,.,,mmer · · quire i n m - .,......... • 
llllll e plumage 15 ac · . . cL d 108 East 86th Street, New York 28, New York 

f ix Pu l e Finch es o n;rinallY ban e 
Age - ui.st yea r I gave d~~s r~tu~ed a~ in in 1965 , t ,.-io did not. return 
in 19.59. Four of th ese s t ed. thi s yea r All fi ve 1959 bird s 
and one addition al 1959 bi rd re utrn6 Tv•o • ot her old e r bird s banded 

CYLINDZR TYPE GATHERING CAGE 
By Ralph K. Bell 

' . di ted a"'e of at l eas yea rs. . . dioated ) 
ra ve an -in ca l e al so re t urned in 1965, gi vin g t hem an in The dra'Wing 4,y Anne Shreve shows the type of gathering cage used at 
in 19 60 as adult mo. 

5 Details a re c,-iven below: tur Operation Recovery Sta t ion on top of the Alleghany Frount YJOWltains 
age of at le as t 7 year s . · 

0 

t Red creek campground (approx. 10 miles southeast of Ihvis, w. Va.) 
DA.TE PLUHA.GE Wl:EN 

BAND NO. 

61-70977 

62-49129 

62-49131 

62-49145 

6J-12224 

6J-12252* 

PLUMA.GE WlIBN 
RANDED 

:arown 

Brown 

I3r0im 

Bro,;-m 

Adult Nale 

Adult i-'.lle 

DATE 
BANDED 

7/26/.59 

8/16/59 

8/16/59 

9/26/59 

6/23/60 

7/31/60 

RZTURNED RETURNSD I much prefer to band and release at the net 
site without using gathering cages, but there are 
ti.mes when gathering cages are quite handy ••• 
such as when special studies are being made, when 
we get heavy flights, hard winds, the approach of 
rain storms, etc. when it is imperative that the 
nets be cleared as soon as possible. 

7/4/60 
6/8/63 
5/8/64 
7/11/65 

6/24/60 
6/9/61 
4/19/64 
5/21/65 

6/1/ 61 
7/1 3/ 62 
7/ 23/ 63 
4/20/ 6J.l. 
7/ 22/ 64 
5/1 8/ 65 

6/1 2/60 
7/ 14/ 61 
7/ 9/6 2 
8/5/63 
7/9/ 64 
5/1 8/ 65 

7/25/60 
6/15/65 

7/ 22/ 61 
7/13/ 62 
7/31/ 63 
4/19/64 
7/17/6 5 

7/8/61 
6/5/64 
5/18/6S 

Bro,m 
Adult :t-Iale 

:3rm,m 
Adult Hale 

Adult Male 

Two e:xperimental models were used during the 
1964 season. Improvements were made and seven 
were used this year (1965). 

They are cylinder containers made of heavy 
card.board and painted white to keep them cooler 
on suney days (but they still should never be left 
in the sun for any length of time). The cages are 
12" high arrl 811 in diameter. The bottom is entirely 
covered (for sanitary purposes) with ½ x 211 welded 
wire. Although I have never seen but one case of 
foot pox at Red Creek (a Junco several years ago) 

Brown chances of promoting possible spread are minimized 
~~~ taking t 

Pi _,v the follo~ng precautions: warblers and sparrows are never pu 
:3ro,-m - No rw t d ''b tto II t th h t Very Pink Rump•nto the same cage and cages are urne o ms up o e sun ,, en no 
Very Pink Il.ump-11 use. The 'Wire bottom is scrubbed periodically 'With a good disinfectant. 

Very Pink Rump Advanta ges of this type of gathering cage are many. By being dark, 

3rovm 
Adult Ha.le 

.ost birds remain relatively quiet and do not use up a lot of vital energy 
ghting to get out. So-called "poor keepers" can be kept overnight (if 

aught late) and released early the next morning with no ill effects. 
lso, a bunch of 1~arblers in one of these cages tend to wa:nn up on a cold 
ay as they are being processed. One of these cages will hold 25 warblers 
afely. The only disadvantages we have noted so far is that Wilson's 
frblers may sometimes get their heads through the wire mesh. Also the 
ages should be kept well painted or they will deteriorate in rainy weather. 

D 1, Box 142, Clarksville, Greene Co., Pa. 




