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Sept. 26 
Oct. 9 
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265 banded in 248 net hours 
207 fl 206 fl fl 

135 II 81 fl fl 

Blackpoll 
Swainson's Th. 
Blackpoll 

61. 
45 
81 

Due to the large nlllllbers of Blackp olls banded here (436) (and very 
little bandin g was done in Octobe r ), I am wonderin g if past theories about 
the main flight s of Blackpo ll s migrating directly across the western North 
Atlantic could be erroneous. Perhaps by their migra ting patterns (and 
timing) they are apt to be bloi,m out over the Atlantic Ocean. At least 
some of the Blackpoll Warblers noted at Red Creek were coming in high 
(200 feet) f:rom out over the valley and flying straight west as if to 
correct their course. Bennuda is almost exactly straight south from 
Red Creek. 

George Hall and I wish to thank everyone that helped make this fall 
at Red Creek such a success. A lot of the credit should go to John Morgan 
(who stayed from 1-28 Sept.), Cora Williams (who stayed 2 weeks), Connie 
Katholi, Maxine Kiff, Anne Shreve, and Tom Olsen. Other EBBA members that 
were present and gave assistance were Elting Arnold, Mr. & Mrs. George 
Ballentine, Art DJ.nnell and Betty Vossler. 

Postscripts: John M:irgan, who was sitting on a rock near the nets, 
had a Ruby-throated Hummingbird fly up to him, poise, and then stick its 
bill into his red coat •••• to keep from losing track of time, Cora 
1.-./illiams kept crossing out each day on her calendar. 

R. D. 1, 3ox 142, Cla:rirnville, Pennsylvania 

Answers to QUIZZ on page 283 -- 1, Book of Job. 2, George Lytt,elton. 
3, Richard le Gallienne. 4, Edith Wharton. 5, Fulke Greville, Lord 
Brooke. 6, Robert Southwell. 7, Henry King, Bishop of Chichester. 
8, Alexander !'ope. 9, Andrew Harvel. 10, William Shakespeare. 
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Book, Fo, Bande,1 __ _ - ~ .~, "SOMETHING OLD AND SOMETHING NEW" ~ 
,__,,-..., __ _ - - Edited By Mabel Gillespie _ _ _ _ _ 

Perhaps I should take a cou rse in mystery story ,-Jri ting, so that I 
will not anticipate an eve nt pre maturely. In the last issue of S3BA 
News I announced that this number would deal with a certain aspect of 
bird study. But there is on my waiting list an offerine from a 
publisher which rates prior attention. So the promised subject must 
wait until 1966. 

How bird books are coming of the presses! There are books with 
world-wide coverage; books for continents and oceans; books coverin[; 
countries, states, counties - You kno,•i, most arzy bander could write a 
book on the bird life of his 01,m small acreage or even smaller 
back yard. 

It is a slim little book th:1t we are now to consider, rather a 
pleasant contrast to the ponderous tomes that have been threatening to 
over1-1helm us. It is entitled "Pennsylvania Birds" and is written and 
illustrated by Earl L. Poole. It is published for the Dela ware Valley 
Ornitholo gical Club (D. V. 0, C,), and distributed by Livingston 
Publishing Company, Narberth, Pem 1sylvania, and retails for $4.00. 

It might be mentioned at this point that the same company has 
recently published "The Birds of Colombia, 11 by R. Meyer de Schauensee, 
curator of birds at the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia. 
This book is illustrated both with color plates and black and white 
drawin [;s by Dr. Pooleo This is a stunning book for the collector, and 
a must for the ornitholoeical traveller. Dr. Poole also contributed 
line drawin gs for "Birds of the l}est Indies" by James Bond. (007) 

The book of Poole's which 1,,e are about to consider is not the first 
survey of Pennsylvania birds. Back in 1889 an act of the General 
Assembly of Pennsylvania authorized the publication of a "l~eport on the 
Birds of Pennsylvania" by the ornithologist of the State Board of 
Agriculture. This work was authored by B. H. :•larren, M.D., and published 
in 1890. It is a second edition of an earlier work, also by 1•,/arren. 
It is a semi-ponderous tome, illustrated by one hundred plates "copied 
from the small edition of Audubon's 'Birds of America.'" and bound in 
half morocco. '.,ood old days! 11hen state legislatures realized the 
importance of state ornithologists and state bird bookso 
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It is my good fortune to possess a copy ?f this originally nicely 
bound volume which nou shows the ravages of time. On the fly leaf is 
inscribed in ink: "John Gillespie Esq. Hith the compliments of Boies 
Penrose." This "Esquire" was the grandfather of my late husband, John 
A. Gillespie. The name of Boies Penrose will be familiar to any student 
of political history during the early decades of the past century. 

There is a qualifying sub-title to Warren's book: "with Special 
Reference to the Food-Habits, based on over Four Thousand Stomach 
Examinations." Those were also the days when birds were expendable. 
The last remnants of the passenger pigeon hordes -were then alive, and 
it is fascinating to read about them, and to get the viewpoint of that 
day about birds in general throughout the four hundred odd pages. 

The fly-leaf of Poole's recent book states that si?ce the 
publication of Warren's Report in 1890, only regional lists have been 
published. There is, however, "An Introduction to the Birds of 
Pennsylvania" by George Jv'rl.ksch Sutton, published in 1928. He was state 
ornithologist at the time, but the slim little volume was his private 
enterprise. He notes that a volume on l·1estern Pennsylvania Birds by 
\•.!. E. Clyde Todd, and one on Ea.stern Pennsylvania Birds by Witmer Stone 
were then in the making, but "since it may be years before these 
volumes are ready for distribution some sort of reference ~ook is 
needed." Sutton not only compiled the text but included his. own 
illustrations, a frontispiece in color, a~d pen and ink d~wing~ for 
each suecies. Sutton is one of the best illustrators of bird life. 
In EBBA News Vol. 28, No. J, Albert Schnitzer mentions the book 
"Iceland S~er "which narrates Sutton's "adventures while finding and 
painting birds in Iceland." In his "Introduction to Penn~lvania Birds" 
Sutton states that this is intended as a book for the beginner and is 
not intended to be a complete reference book. Naturally, then, it 
can't compete with the old-time book by Warren or the current book 
by Poole. 

It happens that I have had occasional associations with Dr. Poole 
during a long period of years. In the dim past I helped my husband 
compile lists of migration dates for the D. V. O. c., and Poole's name 
was constantly popping up. He reported birµs from Ontelaunee, M?selem 
Springs, and other places with enticing names. Eventual~ I visited 
these places in the Penncylvania wtch Countiz, and.occasiona~ly 
encountered Dr. Poole at the lookout on Hawk 1·buntain. On~ time -:re. 
went 1-1ith him to the Reading Nuseum where we saw some of his magnificent 
paintings of birds. 

The publisher's cover blurb for Poole's book states that "the 
present volume treats of 361 species for which records.have been. 
authenticated, and 47 additional species whose status is hypothetical 
or questionable." 
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"'Pennsylvania Birds ' is not a field guide or identification book: 
it is a.n annotated list indispensa bl e to every student of Pennsylvania 
birds. An extensive introduction tr eats of the aunal zones and 
physiography of the State, with a di scussion of bird associations and 
the rise and fall of individual spec ies. 

. "The book con t ains many of Dr. Poole's drawings, and a special 
seri es of 32 maps showin g nest ing a nd distributional data." Other 
maps appea r on the end. papers: one showing li.fe zones the other, 
phys iograp hic divi sions. ' 

In the past the D. V. O,,C. has published two ornitho logical works 
by the late 1-'iitmer Stone: "The Birds of Eastern Pehnsylva nia and New 
Jersey" (1894) and "Bird Studies at Old Cape Hay" (19J7); and "Birds 
of the Pocono buntains" by Phillip s B. Street (1956). "Bi rd ,Studies 
at Old Cape May" ~ias illustrated by numerous photographs and black and 
white drawings by several artists including Dr. Poole. There are a 
few full page illustrations in color in the two la rge volumes comprising 
this_ woJX. Especially delighti'Ul are the two .frontispieces, full page 
and in color, both by Dr. Poole. In Volume One appears an osprey 
perched on a high limb, and in Volume Two a pair of laughing gulls on 
the shore. 

I am hoping the current publication of Poole's is only a .forerunner 
of a contemplated publication in onG or more volumes on the scale of 
some of the recen t state books, such as "Icui siana Birds" by George H. 
Icwery, Jr. Also, that such an adequate vrork be lavishly illustrated 
wit h the colored paintings from the pallette of Earl Poole. Whereas 
the text might have less value to bird st udents outside the state, 
the color prints ,rould possess international value. 

At present this modest volume, "Pennsylvania Birds," should be an 
indispensable aid to handers in the state, and a helpful guide to 
bird- 1,iatching visitors and vacationists. Furthermore, resident handers 
would do well to look carefully through the annotated list to see if he 
can make additions or corrections. Dr. Poole has depended on published 
accounts and claims for his material. oanders have a wealth of 
unpublished material in their files which should be brought out and 
aired at intervals. Ho,•J can a man be expected to compile a definitive 
list of birds of any region if all possible infonnation is not made 
available to him? It is characteristic of the fast-moving age in which 
we live that scientific books are often out of date by the time they 
are available to the public. It may seem as if we are being smothered 
by bird books, and yet any one of us has probably noted bird habits 
that have not yet been described on the printed page. 

The cry of the age is: "Publish I" Any college professor who looks 
for advancement must publish frequently, though you might suppose his 
Prime requisite should be the ability to put his subject across. The 
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bird bander, however, has no alibi for not making his data available. 
If, as I hope, the D. V. O. C. eventually brings out a more detailed 
work on the birds of Pennsylvania, then we who band in the state should 
start making available the information buried in our files. Some of it 
may prove to have prime scientific value. 

313 Sharp Avenue, Glenolden, Pennsylvania 

COWHIROO WITH YOUNG 
By J. C. Finlay 

A friend of mine, Mrs. Irene Calcutt, was out at Vancouver the past 
summer on a holiday. During late July, while staying in a motel, she 
and her husband were looking out the window and saw a male and female 
Brown-headed Cowbird (Holothrus ater) feeding two young. This lady and 
her husband are both top notch photographers but realized that there was 
insufficient light to get a picture. They watched the two adults and 2 
young for over half an hour. The young sat on a low bush with both the 
parents bringing food to them. 

Both the observers were positive of the identification, as they had 
watched many a cowbird around here sneaking in and laying eggs in other 
birds' nests. I'd be interested if any of your readers had ever seen 
anything like this. 

Site 9, R. R. 7, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

FELLOWSHIP OFFERED 

The American YJUseum of Natural History, with support from the 
National Science Foundation, will once again consider applications 
from college undergraduate science majors for appointments as student 
participants in a summer program of ornithological research at the 
Kalbfleisch Field Research Station in Ifuntington, Long Island. 
Applicants must be proficient in the field identification of land 
birds of New York. The research program provides training in 
censusing breeding birds, mist netting, banding, aging and sering birds 
through su~ery, sound recording and playback techniques, preparation of 
museum specimens, etc. Students are in residence for ten or more weeks 
and receive their room and board plus a stipend of $600. Applications 
must be filed not later than March 1, 1966. 1-Jrite to Dr. Wesley :i:. 
Lanyon, Dept. of Ornithology, The American l·1useum of Natural History, 
New York, New York 10024. 

INDEX TO VOL. 28, 1965 

Entries are separated by semicolons. The figures represent Issue 
number, Page number. In some cases symbols in parentheses are included, 
as follows: 

(A) Age of 
(B) Bait 
(Ba) Band 

(D) 
(Dr) 
(Ph) 
(I) 

Disease 
Drawing 
Photograph 
Identification 

(Pl) 
(Re) 
(Rt) 

Plumage 
Recovery 
Return 

(S) Sering 
(st) study 
(Tr) Trap 

To conserve space, individual references for each species mentioned 
in "Who Is Banding Uhat?" columns are not included. 
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As in the ten-year index for Volumes 13-21 (copies still available 
from the Editor - $1.00) and for the Volumes from 21 to the present 
Volume 28 Index, we are very greatly indebted to Mary (Mrs. John c.) Schmid. 

ADAMS, Bruce 
ANDERSON, Kathleen 

Annual Meetings 
EBBA 

(1)22 "Hope Putnam Geis" 
s. (4)187 "&st-1-!est Movement of Three Banded ;:,::vening 

Grosbeaks" 
(5)216-220 "Operation Recovery at Duxbury Beach 1964 11 

(1)3-6; (2)51-52; (3)114-124(Ph); (4)182-183(Ph)· 
(5)215,258; (6)263 ' 

All.HS TRONG , Edward 
Auk, Little 

T. (5 )216-220 "Operation Recovery at Thixbury Beach 1964" 
(4)168 

Award 
Conservation 
Student (EBBA) 

Bait 
Jggshell 
Osage Orange 
lliugh Mixture 

BALLENTrnE, George 
Banding 

Aids 
Backyard Meeting 
Band Holder 
Demonstration 
Schedules 

BECKETT, T .A. III 

BELL, Ralph K. 

(4)209 
(3)115; (5)221 
(2)58, 59, 92; (5)24<3 
(2)59 
(2)92 
(6)279 
(2)93 "Operation Recovery at HcClintic" 

(1)47; (2)111; (3)159; (4)211; (5)259; (6)307 
(2)75; (4)180-181, 202-203(Ph) 
(5 )242 (Ph) 
(5)243-24 6 
(3)156; (4)181 
(2)88 "Furlins Device" 
(3 )150 "Parallel Net Sets" 
( 4 )144 "Cattle Egret Dispersal Study" 
(4 )199-201 "Identification of J.Iigrants in Sedentary 

Species Populations" 
(1)27- 29 "A Bird Bander 's Diary" 
( 2 )77-79 "A Bird Bander's Diary " 
(3)146-148 "A Bird Bander 's Diary" 
(4 )184- 186 "A Bird Bander 's .Diary " 
(5) 251-252 "A Bird Bander's Diary" 
(6) 284-2 88 "A Bird Bander's Diary" 




