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conflict or preponderance of drives. Of course people have taught an 
individual wild bird to come and feed from the hand but the perfonnance 
of the whole assembly 1·1as more impressive. 

In a learning situation an animal ordinarily needs several e:icper ... 
iences in order to build up an association of the type in question. !t 
is doubtful that a bird seeing a man scatter food in the trap just onoe 
would form the association. But it is probable that some of our bittis 
did have several experiences. \-Jhenever I chased them do,m the funnel 
to the gathering oage some reached the end and flew back past me in 8Pi.te 
of vigorous am waving and raucous noises. Anyway a number were always 
left in the trap to serve as decoys. So conceivably a given bird may 
have remained in the trap a week or more although this cannot be docu ... 
mented. However many of the birds we banded did enter the trap. again 
(repeats). Some of them did it several times. I have seen a bird 
released at the banding table fly directly to the ladder and back in 
within JO seconds. 

Thus it is probable that an appreciable number of the birds observed 
a man scattering corn in the trap enough times to form the association . 
so when hungry these birds would approach me. The species involved are 
somewhat social and often do things together. So when the experienced 
nucleus, under the food drive, came toward me their companions might 
do likewise. 

In summary, cowbirds, red.wings and grackles in a decoy trap when 
hungry would approach a person who sat down 1n the trap t-ii.th corn around 
him and perch on his feet and legs. Evidently the hunger drive overcame 
the fear7fl1ght drive. But it was not entirely the attraction of the 
food as such. Some birds formed an association between the operator and 
food. Some individuals presumably were in the trap for several days and 
had enough e:xperiences of seeing a man scatter foor to :form this association, 
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RADIO PROGRAM suoogsTIONS WANTZD 

Radio station 1·'VAM, Altoona, Pennsylvania, }:ow has a \~ minute r~:r 
program running 5 days a week called ''Birds". t;BBA member , ... J. M:>ug ho 
has given several talks on it and would like to hear from any member ~tes 
has suggestions, addresses where materials are supplied by various 8 • 

state check lists, etc. 

Send your ideas to: '·.'. J. Moughemer, Lower Brush Mt,, RD /r2, 
Holidaysburg, Pennsylvania 
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July 2 •••• A few Cicada (17 year locust) still singing, but the 
,.,orst is over. This phenomenon is something to see. Literally millions 
of these insects suddenly emerge from the ground in June every 17 years. 
AB many as 20,000 have been known to emerge from beneath one tree. I 
counted 12 of their pupal cases on one maple leaf. Incessant singing by 
!he males makes bird study impossible as the roar is deafening. In 
~oded areas the air was clouded mth them as they flew from tree to 
tree. On heavily traveled highways, their smashed bodies covered the 
roads. On the river there were rafts of drowned locusts as much as a 
mUe long. But it was a banner year tor many wild animals and birds as 
it meant food. Birds the size of Bluebirds and larger had a heydey. 
Our young Purple Martins were the fattest I have ever known and many 
~nds could not be completely closed (for fear of cutting off circulation). 
A larger band would be much too big as soon as the baby fat was gone. 

July 5 •••• Still banding a few Red-winged Blackbird nestl.ings. I 
decided this year to allot some time for this ~,orthy project. Practically 
95i of the Red-wings in this area nest in either meadows or pasture fields. 
niis morning I checked. a small cattail swamp for nests. Although Red-wings 
~-ere very active in a field only a few yards away, there we-re absolutely 
no nests in the swamp. While walking through this small swamp I heard a 
sl')arp ''keek" note given by some bird. I whistled a similar note and it 
answered back. This continued for perhaps 5 minutes, but I never did get 
a glimpse of the bird. It was probably a rail although no nests of any 
rail have ever been foWld in our area to my knowledge. It could have been 
too crippled Sora Rail that I had released nearby just 2 months ago. A 
local boy had :found this rail along a highway near his place. They had 
no t"8l.ephone, but the lad knew I would be checking on the Upland Plovers 
(that nest on their fann) and had it in a small wire cage for me to see. 
~ bad kept it alive by feeding it spaghetti, rice crispies, crackers 
and fishworms. The rail seemed quite lively (but did not fl:r) so we 
Nlleased it in a small stream near their house. 

July 18 • • • • Received a hurry up call by phone this evening from 
fill Haver. Bill said the heavy rain and wind stonn this afternoon had 
aGllapsed his Barn Owl barrel and the young were on the ground. I had 
tied. the barrel up in a large maple tree near Bill's house during the 
1!1nt.er of 1956-1957. I knew the barrel was in bad shape as I had banded 
the five young jQst 2 weeks ago. Some of the staves were already gone 
lhd the young could be seen from the ground - much to the enjoyment of 
\he local children. We could locate only 4 of the young, and one of these 
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\-Jas breathing hard and near death - probably from being hit on the head 
by a falling barrel stave. Another barrel was soon in place and the 
young owls were placed inside. The parents were back tonight, and the 
young were fed on schedule. 

Over 10 years ago I read in the Pa. Game News about putting up 
50-gallon wooden barrels with 5" entrance holes near the top for Barn 
Owls. The first 2 barrels were put up here on the farm during the winte 
of 1954-55. They were fastened (with 'Wire) about 25 feet up in suitable r 
large trees on opposite sides of the fann . The barrel s were erected upr,; ~h 
and covered with a roof to keep out the snow and rain. ---s t 

Barn Owls seem to regulate their families to correspond with high and 
low mouse populations. l-'d.ce populations were high and both barrels were 
occupied that first spring (1955). One barrel contained 7 yolll)g and the 
other 6 young owls. I was really impressed by the large number of mice 
consumed by young Barn Owls. When the barrel containing the 7 young was 
checked (after they left), it was found to be over ½ full of ejected 
pellets (this would be more than 25 gallons). The pellets observed 
contained the scull, bones and fur of field mice. No bird feathers or 
rabbit fur could be found. I have read where a single pair of Barn Owls 
and their young will consume more than 150 mice in a single day (which 
sounds fantastic to me). 

Because of its habits - the silent shadowy fiight and weird cries_ 
the Barn Owl is often regarded with superstitious fear. Ever since I 
can remember, these owls have nested on our farm. There were many times 
when I was a mere lad that I fairly "sh:>'ok in my shoes" when a Barn O·wl 
would dart at me and give one of those hideous screams just as it passed 
my head. They nested in a deep hollow cavity in the top of a giant 
\·Jhite Oak not far from our house. I then had a collection of bird eggs -
obtained by removing one egg from a nest of each species found. I was 
detennined to get a Barn Owl egg and have since considered myself lucky 
to be alive when I think of the risks involved to get that egg for my 
collection. Without telling aeyone of my intentions, I climbed to the 
top of that 80 foot nest tree. Both owls were at the foot of the 12 
foot cavity and left as I was climbing up. The top, although fairly 
rotten, held me and I slowly lowered myself do,m to the eggs. After 
studying them for a while, I took a nice clean one and then found that I 
could not climb back out. I was in a real predicament now and al.most 
became frantic until I remembered reading that no situation is hopeless. 
By using a penknife, I was able to cut little notches for steps and 
finally reached the top. 
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Book, Fo, Bande,1 
.~, _ "SOMETHl~G OLD AND SOMETHING NEW " ~ 

::::~ :: " Edited By Mabel Gillespie - -~~':_ ...... """'-=""""""._-_" __ 

.Your book editor has enjoyed a very pleasant summer vacation thanks 
to Michael J • ~omas and Grace Coit Meleney whose surveys of recent books 
apPear in this l.ssue. Your editor does p romise, however, to do some work 
]lerse lf for the final 1965 issue. There is one very in!portant phase of 
bird :3tudy t~t hasn't been conside red yet. But there are going to be 
m.mY issues in coming years that will wel c<Jme au dience participation . 

~ Review ~ 

Al though separated by half a century in time and by an ocean in space 
two naturalists have given to our language works which are read as classic~. 

Gilbert h1hite lived in England from 1761 to 1793 nearby a village 
whose natural history he documented in letters to two friends. "The 
Natu ral History and Antiquities of Sel borne" published in 1789 ha 
since ~ts first edition, been one of the most frequently repubi ish!ct 
works 1.n the language. It was my first readin g a.f'ter I became interested 
in ornitholo gy, for the wise grownup who had sparked the interest when r 
was fifteen recollllllended White to me. I read the book and discovered the 
world ?f nature that surrounded me and which had passed me by. The book 
is available in the Everyman series ($1.95). If you are like me and take 
' .. Mte very seriously, you will look for an older edition, and then 
probably do as I do, collect him. (If you happen to be sitting on an 
early edition that is accumulating dust, the writer's address is at the eoo of this note!) 

One learns from the "Natural History" what a good naturalist should 
~e, ?0 ns~ntly questioning what one sees, the nature of constructive 
l!lqu1sitiveness. White was the first to realize that the name Hillow 
lr.lrbler was being used to name two birds that looked alike but had 
different songs and for a third biro that looked like the other two and 
libioh usually turn.eel. up in quite different habitats. He had in fact 
identified the three species of leaf warbler, willow warbler, chiffchaff 
and wood warbler. No one had done so before. He was the original 
discovere r of the noctule bat, the harvest mouse and the lesser whitethroat. 
~is life. hist<?ry of such birds as the night jar and the swift are a model of 

tihah t a life history should be. But let me not take any pleasure away from 
ose who have not yet read him. 

, On thi:3 side of the Atlantic another diarist of literary stature 
was to publish fifty years after Selborne appeared, a book that will 




