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A t·ffiITE ROBIN 
By Constance Ka.tholi 

An albino robin made its appearance in the garden of a friend of 
mine on Harris Street, South Charleston, West Virginia, 1n July, 1964 
It was then a fiedgling still being fed by it s parents and it \\>as by • 
this fact alone that identification was made. In August the bird was 
reported independe ntly by another observer in a different location, but 
one which is only a few bl ocks away. Although I visited its "birthplace " 
I was not able to catch a glimpse of it. ' 

However, on September 24th on a golf course four miles "as the cro"' 
(robin) fiies" from Harris Street, I watched a pure white robin for ovei, 
half an hour as it fed up and down the fairway in the company of several, 
hundred flocking normal robins. (From a distance I had been extreme ly 
excited thinking wildly of out-of-range gulls or terns.) Later the club 
gree nskeeper told me that he had seen the bird on several occasions, b'Qt 
had not told anybody because he was afraid of being laughed at. 

The bird's eyes were dark ; the legs , gray ; and bill, dark above and 
lighter below. One could "imagine" a tinge of pink across the breast, 
and in flight there was an impression that the tail was dark underneath, 
but this may only have been a shadow. Was this the same robin from 
Harris Street, or another one7 

At the same golf course in the spring of 1965 I saw on two occas ions 
a robin with a round white spot in the middle of the back. It was rather 
like the rump patch of a flicker, but it was placed higher. There ,~rct 
also a few flecks of white in the wing covert.s. I read recently in the 
Nationa1 Geographical book, Song and Garden Birds of ~ America, tbat 
albinism is not uncommon in certain species of thrushes. 

930 Woodland Avenue, South Charleston, West Virginia 25303 

BANDS AT THE Rii.:ADY 

If you open your string s or 
bands and put them on knitti ng 
needles (SBBA Ne;1s 25(6):233) 
there ' s always the problem or 
anchoring the needle heads. A 
good box can be made (Ibrot),;y 
Bordner has made a beautif'ul]Jr 
efficient one) but a quick and 
easy device is shown at the ltttl 
It is simply a baking tin filleil 
;.ri th sand and the needle heads 
thrust into the sand. Not pret 
but it serves. 

- Frank P. Fra,1ie1' 

24J 
GIVING A BANDING DEMONSTRATION 

. By Robert P. Yuniok 
Reprinted ftt>m the -WOrkshop Manual, Vol . 4, 1965 

Most ne1,r handers are extremely e d . 
developin g their banding skills. Wit~~:r t~ :intensely interested in 
probably would not continue to be a bande 5 en th usiasm,. an ind ivi dual 
~s manifested by a desire to in.f'onn , r. . Invartable tlus ent husiasm 
practice of placing a numbered al . one s fnends of the newly acquired 
sddi tion, one usually has ne. hbo~um baDtl on a bin:l.' s tarsus• In 
In aey ~vent, one is soon in 31he ~s~~ want to kn?w. what is happening. 
a,nd ram:i...f'ications of bird-banding Thi s3i ofd expla~ the mechanics 
before groups. • s ea s to giving demonstratio ns 

Perhaps, ai'ter giving a few d t . 
enthus:iaSlll fall on dead ears one ~~~~s rat~ons, and seeing his 
haV'e been neither properly p;epared refizes that his demonsti-ations 
llf>1,ever, a demonstration is .ro erl nor e i'ect~vely presented. If 
ill)pi~ssions on an audience Pitp· Y enacted, it can leave indelible 
to promote the cause of bi~-bandJ.J.n~ esseWlntial to ~o a lot of preaching 

. telli g • ien banding' . d a~-e 1l1 gently prese nted they hel to s alll!s an techniques 
co-operative public, and heip to d. P1 th create a more in.formed and 
bY those who are improperly in:form.~spe d doe fears and concern generated 

an not understand 0 

Hopefully, the list of suggest· tha 
beginner and ''pro" to pro ·ect a ions ~ follow wil l help both 
value of biro-banding. Tie listm~!\ effective representation of the 
handers could probably add to it P 'Y i:,0 means complete and other 
could be devoted to a discussion •of er ps at the ~966 meeting, time 
®lllOnstrations and public relations.personal e:xpenences regaroing 

Basica(ily) . there are. tbree ways of presenting the st ory of banding.· 

( ) 
A ~lk with or without displays 

2 A film or slide program 
,. (J) . A live field deIOOnstra tion 
rt1Cli way has its special place Ho 
nainly the talk and the field d w~ver ~ I should like to consider 
~tis generally the l!IOre ef.fect~:~s ;:a~• prefera?le the latter, because 
because it usually takes several year f b Pcf.gram is 1;1ost difficult, 
ihterest in photography or art work ~ 0 llanting expenence and quite an 

co ec satisfactory material. 

First of all, be well prepa d a· . 
01' talk requires proper planning re ~od iving an. effective demonstration 

scope of the plannin and • g . prepara tion, and some experience• 
ience, the banding co~d't· preparadtion depends on the size, and kind of 

1 ions, an one's resources. 

The size of an audience shoul d be ke t 
nstration no more than 10 15 1 

P manageable. For a field 
er If ' - peop e should be considered for one 

o more people are expected, help should be solicited from another 
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licensed bander or a friend who is well ver se d in th e f'undaxnental. s of 
banding. In su~h cases, the grouJ? shoul d be divid ed and each delllOnst:t-a,to~ 
cover certain aspects of the banding operat i on: ~ esti~ns undoubte dly 
arise, and in a group mu?h large~ t ~ n 10- 15 ! i t i~ unl ike ly that one can 
answer the questions satisfactorily in a limite d tim e and s till t end to 
the banding. Generally when a talk not invol v in g catching and handl ing 
live birds is given, a larger audience can be a ccommodated. 

A knowledge of the kind of audience is very imporlant, because an 
effective presentation should be geared to what an audience can and 
should ass:i.milate. Talkin g to bird clubs, garden clubs, and groups of 
children require totally different tacks. 

Regardless of the kind of group, try to keep everyone interested. 
In a field demonstration, one of the most effective ways to achieve and 
maintain interest is to allow people to participate. Most people have 
never seen a native wild bird in the hand. A bird's coloration, feather 
structure and demeanor in the hand arouse admiration. This admiration 
i s intensifi ed when a l is tener i s allowed the privilege of holdin g a bi:rd 
in hi s own ha nd. A word of caut i on - never allo w the handling of a bird 
wit hout prop e r instruction. E,q:,erience dictates that cardinals, g rosbeaks 
and the like are best left "unadmired" in the hand of the uninitiated. 
Children get enormous pleasure out of releasing a bird. Placing a bird 
belly up in a child's palm and then waiting for the escape is an intense 
moment in a child's life and one not to be forgotten. 

A somewhat amusing incident illustrates what kind of an impression 
can be left with a child. About a year ago, a fellow stopped one evening 
to watch me band shorebirds. After I explained to him what I was doing, 
he dashed home and :returned with his three children, aged five t? nine. 
I explained to them what I -was doing and why. I stressed the point of 
reporting a recovered band to the Fish and Wildlife Service, and the 
importance of this, and how much fun it would be to k1;ow from where ~ 
banded bird had come. I let each child release a semipalmated sandpiper. 
Several weeks later, nzy-father told me how he was talking to a fel~01 -1 
worker who asked if my father had a son who was ~ bird-b~nder. T~s 
fello w then related how I had explained the banding of birds to his 
children and how after that explanation, he could not drive anywhere 
with his children without their insisting that he stop the car and they 
be allo wed out to inspect every dead bird along the high way. They wanted 
to find a band and reporl it. In a way those children ,,ere banded! 

There are numerous other ways in which a group can be kept interested 
by participating. Allowing someone to ca1:7 a gathe~g ?age, _open a ·a•· 
band record a band number, photo graph a biro, or as :a s t 211 an;y oth e r 1· :Y 
that' w:ill not lead to confusion, is valua bl.e. If it appears that an ta.ten 
ind i vi dual has the ability to band a bi rd p roperl y , givin g him the_in~t~~t 
and t he opportunity lends to the succ e ss of the demonstrationo Thi~ is 
a generally recommended procedure. It is bett e r to limit its practice to a 
small interested and apt group. 
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The banding conditions contribute also t o t he succ e ss or lac k of 
5uccess of a demon.e:tration. Crowding and the i nability to see what i s 
goin g . on do not help mat ·cers. i·lhil e some pe opl e might hesi t a t e to go 
tramp:in g about, a group of Cub Scouts in limite d qu..1.rters te nds to make 
the J?lace burst at the seams. Therefor e , keep t he acco mmoda t i on angle 
:iJl nund when choosing a deruonstra tion si t e. 

It is u~ally a good i~e a to make known th e gro1U1d rul e r; at, the VcJry 
5tart of a fi eld demonstratio n, so tha t unknowing peopl e do not a tt emut 
to remove birds fro m a net, o r a ct :in sue h a 1,.ia.y as to scare bi rd.,:; ' 
gene-rally the very ones which sometim es pro ve scar ce an d difficult t o 
captur e when one want s th em most. 

I t is mandatory to have permissio n to us e a bandin g s it e shoul d it 
not be one ' s own property. Being aske d t o l eave b,v an :i.ra t.e aime r, or 
forced ou t by an owner's bovine, equin e , or canin e frie nds can be 
t;liffi cult a nd embarrassin g . Besides, a nett ed cow is not th e ea sie s t 
thing t o band o 

One must r ealize the importance of expl a inin g matter s a t a slow 
and easy pace. To many of the list ene r s , a demonstration of th is sorl 
will be their first cont a ct with band in g . Therefore, a bander should 
resolve t~at he rn ll not us e a de mons tration as an oppor t unity to band 
as many birds a s pos s ible. The band in g of ten birds before a g roup of 
peopl e who depa rt with th e satisfacti on of havin g l earned a great deal 
about banding is worth more than the banding of fifty birds before a 
group that l eaves be wildered and confu se d about what bandin g i s a ctu a ll y 
meant to accomplish. 

A bandin g demonstrator should hav e val'ious display mat erial s 
available for examination and allow the curious people to us e thes e 
materi a ls t o th e i r sa t is factiono Make availa bl e some comple t ed schedule s, 
recovery f onns , et c., t o show that banding is a serious goverrnnent 
regulated business .. Explain fully what one sh oul d do with a reco vered 
band . Have availa ble a pl a card or some similar di sp l ay of all t Jie band 
si zes and a notation of some of the t yPical speci e s that are ba nded wi th 
each. Show the tool s of the trade . 

By al l means display t he fru it of on e 's lab or - the IGM re cov ery 
cam. The U. s . Banding Labora to :iy provides a sample of this, so th a t 
even new handers wil l have at least one exampl e . Explain its us e and 
significan ce. The lon g time han der s wil l have quite a collection of 
recovery data which can be used ,ns ely by i ndi ca t i ng the band in g and 
recovery locations on maps, and sho wi ng some of t he dista nc es tra vele d 
by birds. Stress the fact that the se bird s were band ed l ocally . It 
means more to people to know that some of' th ese resul ts ori gina te d close 
to home, rather than in the vague somewhere else. Therefore, be specific 
and give details. 



246 EBBA News - Vol. 28, No. 5 

Beside emphasizing the local aspect, ~ke use_ of results publi.slred 
in EBBA News, Bird-Bandin..,K , IBB News and Bird 7Ban~g Notes ~the Decelllbe,.. 
l9~ssueof which contained some most fascinating tabulations, ana. the' 
continued publication of which will be eagerly awaited). There is no 
limit to the delicacies that one can extract from the literature and. 
spoon-feed to the public to the benefit of everyone. In so. do~, we 
present the messa ge of the value of banding, and how there is still lll\\c}\ 
to be learned. 

Hake liberal use of the banding poster, form 3-1155° It carries an 
impressive messag& 0 Having it placed freely about may s~ve ~m~oml".1.lw 
unattended nets or traps from destruction by some unknoWlllg llldiv:lduaJ, 

h · g upon them might feel that he is doing nature a favor in w: o , co:rrun , . d i 
releasing the captured biros and destroying the ev ces. 

When the bird is in the hand, go through the banding, measuring, 
identifying, aging I sexing, weighing process carefully,. an~ answer questi ons 
The bird in the hand is probably the best catalyzer, cur:i.osity, and 
genuine interest. 

B incere and truthful. There are times when due to circumstances 
totan; ~eyond the control of the bander,. a bird ~s inj~red ~r ~Ven killed, 
- !hile the topic should not be the main point of discussion, if it comes up• 
~y all means treat the subject openly. Do not merely tell p~ople that YoU 
try to minimize accidents, but also show them by careful acti~ns and by 
sound banding technique that accidents are rare. For exam.pl~• a physi~an•

8 
intentions are certainly worthwhile, but _unfortunately somet:1'1es not 
completely effective. He does the best Job that can be_done, no one e.an 
e ect more than that from any individualo Similarly, if a ban~er ~s 
s~ssed the fact that there is a job t~ be done, and that the Job is 
worth a certain amount of unavoidable r:i.sk, and then d~monst~tes that he 
is doing a good job, it will help ~ overcome th~ emotional di~lays of 

1 h f il to face the daily and unavoidable casualties in 
soie peop ~tw: ~me:.ber there is no place for carelessness in banding at 
~a u~~e and an :individual should display the utmost care in the handling 
o7biros. Lastly, the experience nee~ed to give a me~ningful demonstration 
that will impress people 1,Jill be acquired only by try:i.ng 0 

1527 :r{y'ron St., Schenectady, New York 12309 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REroRT TO THE PRESIDENT 
By Rebecca Cregar, Chairman 

Since the Workshop Manual has become a part of the annual meeting 
):'Ogram, you might be interested in its philosophy, and the &iucation 

boinroittee's suggestions for a more efficient way of handling the material. 

The Workshop Manual was started by the original Workshop Committee 
(Chan Robbins, the late Hope Geis and myself). At the time we were too 
bUsY to set down any philosophy to guide its future development. Perhaps n ~!OUld be profitable to do so now. 

The \•
1
orksbop Manual has attempted to do the following: Provide those 

1111).o attend the annual meeting with ll!aterial on the su.bjects at hand, so 
they do not have to take so many notes, provide some information for band
er$ which is "collect~d" rather ~han scattered through banding literature; 
provide some in:fonnation which, in authority, lies bet1,een handers' notes 
in~ New~ and what_the Banding Office might include in its proposed 
11aiiders' guide; and finally, provide ll'laterial which is available to all 
oanders throughout the country, not just those lucky enough to attend 
the annual meeting. 

The Educationa Committee (Mabel Gillespie, Gilbert Raynor and myself) 
l!llde the following recommendation, which was passed by the Council last 
April: 

"• ••• It appeared to the committee that although the Workshop 
~;qnoals have been financially profitable, the duplication of its articles 
in~~ is costing EBBA money. To remedy this situation it is 
suggested that the March-April issue of EBBA News be the ivorkshop Edition. 
~ra copies could be printed and sold to----:rii'eriiany non-EBBA members from 
all over the country and Canada who now buy the Manual -- thus creating 
111Qri3 of a profit. Aside from financial considerations this would get the 
information to the members prior to the meeting and the amount of workshop 
or meeting material could be extremely variable to fit the changing needs 
,of EBBA• 

"Frank Frazier has been consulted about this idea and fully concurs. 
The responsibility for organizing the workshop material, how much and what, 
in time for Frank ts deadline would be the responsibility of the Vice-Pres
ident in charge of the annual meeting. Frank would then fill out the issue 
as he saw fit. 11 

Since the suggestions regarding the organization of this issue leave 
~ch to be desired in the way of details, Frank and I are hard at work 
r1guring out the best way to give all you readers of EBBA News and the 
!2rkshoE_ Manual something you will find useful. We hope that you all ,,,ill 
be as pleased with the new manual plans as we are. 

~3 Matsonford Road, RadnoP, Pa. 




