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TRAP CONSTRUCTION VORKSHOP SESSION IR
Reported by Albert Schnitzer After lining up the joint to be soldered, Dr. MeCamey holds the
wint closed and steady with alligator clips. He uses Tinners' flux

%ich he applies with a paint brush. This flux is a liquid which is highly

Later soluble and which must be washeq off thoroughly to prevent the area
,f application from rusting.

At the EBBA annual meeting at Ocean City on April 24, 1965, theps
was a workshop session on the contrucpion of trapg, conducted by Dr.
Franklin McCamey. Dr. McCamey had laid out a.varlety of traps in Varioyg.
stages of completion, and tools and raw materials which he uses.

The iron, he says emphatically, must be large,

He built his lecture around the parts required for a chicades trap d by electricity, P Brofarii ity ook s

200 watts or more,
of his own design since the workshop manual that had been distributeq at

thermostat since an
: heated iron will burn off the flux, The tip of the iron must be
Lhe mesLI saiiedl mw SrEiels 4n thi? mimjente ity McCami{ pgin?ed oug,: pperly tinned, without black charred mass, Best results in tinning
however, that the purpose of the session was not to teach the esign of | any

e tip will be obtained by keating just
tinning technique, he says, must be 1
pes not like gun type solder irons as he

i iders the three
any particular trap, but rather to teach yhat he consic
baiig skills, that {s the bending, soldering, and cutting of the
raw materials.

barely enough to melt the solder.,
earned as it is essential. He
finds they do not become hot enough,

He uses solid wire solder, not acid core,
of the solder, the better the results he obtains
yéde, he says, is at least 50-50 tin-lead,

The greater the tin content
CUTTING

» The poorest acceptable
The wire cloth used by Dr. McCamey is either 1/2 x 1" of 16 gauge

R H B S 2 G 49 g e S oni g Joipth Of-thls cloth s He points out that the solder will stick only where the flux has been
Zii;s and/with éiagonal clippers. As most of us have palnfu}%g 1ear§ed’é“ Pinted on. After solderie Be Tab trs Ittt S e s Shumk s been
this created sharp edges. He dressed dgwn the sharp edges.w1 tz gr%ndlgg‘ = Gull colored.
wheel attached to a 1/4" drill. This did a reasonably sa§1sfac Ty job of
smoothing off the worst edges; but, he demonstrated that it was far lessg
laborious and enormously more satisfa?tory to cut the clotth1thda .
portable power saw using a steel-cutting blade such as the ro;e gi lade
obtainable from Montgomery Ward., Cut thus, the edges needed almost no

for the triggers, treadle supports, treadle amms,
grinding to achieve a superior job.

and other parts
sere wire is required, Dr. McCamey uses #12 soft steel

galvanized wire,

ightened. He does
: srbetl ok, it is his by tapping the wire with a harmer while he rolls the wire on a flat
Once a pilot trap has been made, Dr. McCamey P°1nhefo§ t&o or ol steel plate. The plate he used at the demonstration was a short length of
sensible when cutting each part to make it large enoug ) T e

traps and to cut the resultant piece down to several pieces of the propegt

size each for a single trap.

He bends the loops and eyes for the pivot Jjoints on a bending board.

his is a heavy pilece of 2" lumber into which he has driven a bolt spaced

dose to an 8d nail. The bolt is of the same diameter as the eye of the

loop and the distance from the bolt to the nail is Just sufficient to allow
i le pre-drills the holes which will receive

to get them aligned precisely. The loop is

nail as a steady rest. The method of

g the loop is nicely illustrated in the article in the mamial, To

the completed eyelet, he sets a copper disc over the loop, applies

lux, and solders the disc in place. He then drills the copper disc

i the proper size hole to make = snug fit.

then cutting the cloth, he finds that he gets the smoot?est a;d most
expeditious job by anchoring down the ends of the cloth to his table
with C-clamps.

. . bolt and the nail in order
CLOTH BENDING

i i ks the bending line

bending a piece of cloth, Dr. McCamey mar ;

with :eiggecraycn.g Thgs line is laid along tge ou;er Eoiger o§h2 iigiﬁhd
eO

of angle iron which has been clamped to the edge of a at
is thin tapped around the angle with a hammer, thus forming a sharzé},lus
straight, right angled bend. All four sides of the trap body are
formed f;om a single length of cloth so that only one seam need

An eye thus formed permits a frozen joint, in winter, to be freed
be soldered.

%411y by working it back and forth a couple of times.

He hamme

When the sides of the trap have thus been completed, he solders on er sheet.

rs out the copper discs with an arch punch out of a piece of
the top which has previously been prepared and smoothed to proper sizée



226 EBBA News - Vol. 28, No. 5

REMAINING PARTS

He now makes the blank doors, treadle assemblies and door guideg y.,.
jigs of a block of wood with a hole drilled at the proper distance fmma
edge. After inserting an end of his wire into the hole, he folds the 1k
of wire down over the edge of the block of wood, thus quickly forming g
sides of a rectangle. |

He now attaches the guides for the doors and solders the guides in
using enough clearance so that a fast moving chicadee (who ever heary or?ae
slow moving one) that gets trapped under the descending door will not = °
be decapitated.

He makes a supply of pivots, using the dimensions shown in the
workshop mamial. Both treadle and door must be in balance so as to remaiy
in whatever position they are set. This is achieved by adding solder tog,.‘
lighter of the two until perfect balance is developed. The trigger vhie 1)
keeps the door from jiggling loose when the trap is unattended is illus.i-,“
in the manual., et

Dr. McCamey said that he likes a cover over the bait pan as thig Wil
permit birds to take the seed but not waste it by stirring it up with thei
wings or feet. He makes the pan of zinc sheet which he says he obtains Fron
Sears. To permit the pan to drain, he perforates it with a 1/4" dril)l,

The handle at the side, as shovn in the manual, permits two traps to
be carried in one hand. He paints the finished trap, not as a rust
preventive but because he suspects the birds can see the bait inside a
painted trap more readily. He uses black paint of the type which comes
a pressure cane '

In response to some of his audience's questions, Dr. McCamey said that
he prefers not to have a bottom to his traps so as to permit a frantic
squirrel to escape when it rolls the trap over before they make a mess of
his trap mechanism. He grants that the bottomless construction requires
braces, and that the trap cannot be used as a gathering cage.

In response to other questions, Dr. McCamey said that the cost of all
the tools involved should not be more than $75, but that power tools were
not absolutely necessary to construct good traps. The blade of his portable
saw, he believed, cost about $2.50. He felt the trigger mechanism of his
trap is superior to the usual Potter trap type where the door must first be
raised slightly in order to become free to drope.

This reporter felt that the entire discussion was spirited, interestingy
direct and to the point, and fast moving.
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